
people 

mtmhtr 



3QU,0*;^“ 
Mmhsr ! 
tatai": . 
tiffcfrl xfti hr:.j ■ 

tffrUlf- SI!..-. 

m ImeiTw*. - 
k jam*; 

anNaUrj... 


r » 



He w s .. 
fScapWh,.^" : 'W 

ttl iiur / 

buiA \\j 


V' »i: 


Tc*cm 



OWtffcsdstmnon 
«nw*ated Komui 

J -lAri-i. 
men twtfit-' 

f tfktf f pt’hjlJi IHiT .. 

i?B-- Wk. Jits 
^*h §. • • > 

\i. v 
jot ir- :• 


t 




r«- 




< ypnw 

s^jfBoafchtr-i. : 

talk 


MTAO D 


j* 


“i a 

w»rtw« »-«■■'■ 
to Wfr rc 

*s*»* 

«*$**$ 


KCUiiiii 
WtHi* 
ut I ■■-■■ 


■«br& ■ ,k 


H^frup 


t*' 


t- 


■ •V. » 


Israeli army opens school in guerrilla tactics 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Tbe Israeli army has opened a 
school to teach guerrilla tactics to soldiers battling 
Hizbollah in Lebanon, the Yediot Aharonot newspaper 
reported Tuesday. The school, run by a colonel, was 
set up several months ago due to rising Israeli troop 
losses in battles with Hizbollah forces inside Lebanon 
and has already provided guerrilla training to several 
units, it said. The three-week programme takes place 
at a camp with a similar topography to south Lebanon 
and includes instruction in both the theory and prac- 
tice of guerrilla warfare, it said. “We have to adapt to 
Hizbollah, which is one of the world’s best guerrilla 
armies,*’ the unidentified colonel was quoted as telling 
the newspaper. 
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Cyprus court jails three Arabs for illegal entry 

NICOSIA (R) — A Cyprus court on Tuesday sen- 
tenced three Arabs to one month in jail and imposed a 
suspended sentence on another for entering the island 
illegally, court officials said. Police identified the 
three men jailed by the district court of Lamaca as 
Palestinian bank employee Hanna Shashaa, 32, his 
student brother Nasser. 20, and their Jordanian broth- 
er-in-law Ali Abdul Karim, 33. Abdul Karim’s wife 
Hala. 30, was given a suspended jail sentence because 
she has a young child. All four were detained by 
Cyprus police on Sunday in the southern Lamaca 
area. They had entered the government-controlled 
areas of the island from the Turkish-held north 
through Pyla. a buffer zone village supervised by the 
U.N. 
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Deranged man 
stabs popular 
Egyptian preacher 

CAIRO (AFP) — A men- 
tally deranged man stabbed 
and wounded a popular 
Muslim preacher outside a 
mosque in the Mediter- 
ranean city of Alexandria, 
the Egyptian government 
press reported Tuesday. 
Hamdi Gaber Hussein, a 
car mechanic with a history 
of mental problems, 
stabbed Sheikh Yassin 
Rushdi in the arm as he got 
out of his car to eater the A1 
Muwasseb Mosque in 
Alexandria Monday, news- 
papers said. Police opened 
an investigation into the 
attack against Sheikh 
Rushdi, whose sermons are 
published and taped on 
audio-cassettes and consid- 
ered a hot item among 
working class Muslims in 
Alexandria. 

Iran says hopes 
for EU proposal 
to end row 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran's 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharrazi said Iran hopes 
for a European proposal to 
help overcome strains in 
diplomatic relations. '“The 
EU has so far had good 
cooperation with Iran and 
is in touch with Iran and we 
hope that they will give a 
proposal to settle the~prob- 
lem,” he told reporters in 
Tehran. Mr. Kharrazi said 
he would consider holding 
meetings with European 
Union (EU) ministers on 
the fringes oT next week’s 
United Nations General 
Assembly in New York 
“after making sure that 
such meetings would help 
bring about mutual under- 
standing between Iran and 
Europe.” EU diplomats in 
Brussels said Monday the 
15-nation bloc agreed in 
principle to send its ambas- 
sadors back to Iran. 

Iran holds memorial 
service for Hezbollah 
leader's sou 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
held a memorial service on 
Tuesday for the son of the 
Hizbollah leader who was 
killed in clashes with 
Israeli forces last week. 
Judiciary chief Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi and 
Mohammad Golpayegani. 
the secretary of Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
Aii Khameni attended the 
ceremony at Ark Mosque 
in downtown Tehran, 
along with many other 
political and military offi- 
cials. Hizbollah guerrilla 
Hadi Hasson Nasrallah. the 
son of Sheikh Hassan Nas- 
rallah. was killed in a clash 
with Israeli troops in the 
buffer zone occupied by 
Israel in south Lebanon on 
Friday. 

Iran to hold huge 
war exercises 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran- 
ian armed forces are to 
hold wide-ranging military' 
manoeuvres in a central 
Iranian desert with 200.000 
troops, newspapers report- 
ed Tuesday. General Ali 
Shahbazi. the joint chief- 
of-siaft of the Iranian 
armed forces, told the 
papers that the exercises, 
code-named Zolfaqar after 
a .seventh-century' Shiite 
Muslim leader's sword, 
would be staged for veteran 
soldiers to pass on their 
19S0-I9S8 Iran-Iraq war 
experience ro younger 
recruits. He said the war 
games would be staged on 
the desert plain of Kushk- 
e-Nosrai near the holy city 
of Qom. but did noL say 
when they would start. 
Planes and tanks recently 
built by the army will be 
used. 


Kong confers honorary military 
title upon Algerian president 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
Supreme Commander of the 
Aimed Forces, on Tuesday 
conferred upon Algerian Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual the hon- 
orary tide of Ll General. King 
Hussein received the president 
ai his office at the Armed Forces 
headquarters and reviewed 
with him bilateral relations and 
scopes of cooperation, as well as 
exchange of expertise in the mil- 
itary fields. 

Upon arrival at the Armed 
Farces headquarters. President 
Zeroual was receiv ed by 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefis-of- 
Staff Held Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Mirai Kaabneh and 
senior army officers. 

President Zeroual listened to a 
briefing on die evolution and 
organisation of the armed 
forces, in die presence of King 
Hussein. 

The King accompanied Presi- 
dent Zeroual to the Royal Mili- 
tary College, from which the 
Algerian president graduated in 
1960. King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Zeroual were received by 
the Chief-of-Staff for Royal 
Land Forces and the College 
Commander, who briefed them 
on the college's evolution and 
its duties. 

Field Marshal Kaabneh host- 
ed a luncheon ai the college in 
honour of King Hussein and his 
guest. 

Also on Tliesday, the Algerian 
president visited the tomb of the 
late King Abdullah Ben AI Hus- 
sein, founder of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. President 
Zeroual also visited the King 
Hussein Medical Centre where 
he was received by the director 



His Majesty King Hussein receives Algerian President Liamine Zeroual Tues- 
day at me Armed Forces headquarters where he conferred upon him the hon- 
orary title of Lt General. Also attending the meeting was Chairman of the Joint 
Chief s-of-Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh (Photo by Youssef 
'Allan) 


of the Royal Medical Se vices 
and the Centre's director. Presi- 
dent Zeroual toured the centre's 
various sections and was briefed 
on the services offered to bene- 
ficiaries. He also visited Alger- 
ian patients currently receiving 
medical treatment at the King 
Hussein Medical Centre. 

Signing the visitor’s register. 
President Zeroual said that the 
King Hussein Medical Centre is 
a medical landmark and a 
source of pride for the Jordanian 
people. It reflects the attention 
the Jordanian leadership directs 
to its people, he said. President 
Zeroual later visited the Special 
Forces Headquarters where he 
was received by the Special 
Operations Commander. His 
.Royal Highness Prince Abdul- 


lah, who briefed them on the 
duties of these forces. King 
Hussein and President Zeroual 
then watched a shooting exer- 
cise at selected targets, carried 
out by one of the Royal Special 
Forces units. 

Also on Tuesday, President 
Zeroual met at his residence 
with members of the Algerian 
community in Jordan and 
reviewed with them the latest 
developments in Algeria. The 
meeting was attended by the 
Algerian ambassador to Jordan 
and members of the Algerian 
delegation accompanying Presi- 
dent Zeroual. 

Later in the day. Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Sal am Majali visit- 
ed the Algerian president at his 
residence and discussed with 


him bilateral relations and 
means of further developing 
them. 

In a statement to Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Dr. Majali said 
he reviewed with President Zer- 
oual developments of the peace 
process, noting that the Algerian 
president has voiced his support 
for the efforts made to overcome 
the obstacles faring the peace 
process and to esnure its 
resumption. 

On the latest series of bloody 
events in Algeria, Dr. Majali 
said the Algerian president 
stressed that violence in his 
country is caused by fanaticism 
and short-sightedness, and that 
his government is doing its best 
to bring an end to the acts of 
violence. 


Tarawneh warns if stalemate continues 
region faces ‘dangerous consequences 9 


.AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
warned yesterday of an 
explosion in the Middle 
East if the peace process 
reached a deadlock. 

"If the current stalemate 
took hold then the agenda of 
the minority would take 
over from that of the major- 
ity." said Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh in an inter- 
view with Israel Radio. 

“When His Majesty King 
Hussein spoke of a possible 
explosion in the region if the 
deadlock persists, he was 
issuing a warning that if the 
stalemate continued the 
region would be facing very 
dangerous consequences,” 
the minister told radio sta- 
tion this morning. 

Dr. Tarawneh described 
the seizure by three Jewish 
families of Arab homes in 
the Arab east Jerusalem 
neighbourhood of Ras AI 
Amoud as an unacceptable 
act noting that it was the 
Jewish settlement question 
that has led to the present 
tension in the region. 

The minister described the 
U.S. call to move the Jewish 
settlers our of the Arab 
homes as a wise demand. 

He said "we consider Jew- 
ish settlement plans as con- 
stituting a violation of inter- 


national law and contraven- 
ing the fourth Geneva con- 
vention and the terms of ref- 
erence of the peace 
process.” 

Asked to assess U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s visit to the 
region. Dr. Tarawneh said: 
“Some observers had 
believed that the U.S. secre- 
tary would achieve progress 
and put matters in their right 
perspective but she has 
indeed achieved modest 
steps because she did not 
carry an integrated initiative 
concerning the Palestine 
track or the other tracks and 
perhaps there was no time 
table for certain executive 
moves or the resumption of 
the negotiations. At least 
Ms. Albright has succeeded 
in restarting separate dia- 
logues with the various par- 
ties and this could restart 
peace negotiations." 

On the question of 
whether Jordan intended ro 
come up with an initiative in 
view of its good relations 
with Israel and the Palestini- 
ans, the minister said: "Jor- 
dan w’ill spare no effort in 
this direction. We believe in 
the peace process as the 
only option for this region." 


Israel's Netanyahu tells 
JTV 7 crave peace ’ 


AMMAN f R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, trying to improve 
his image in the Arab World, 
has told sceptical Arab neigh- 
bours he craves peace. 

In a rare interview with an 
Arab television station Mr. 
Netanyahu told Jordan Televi- 
sion (JTV) he was unfairly vil- 
ified in the Middle East and 
his government was the only 
one which could reach a final 
settlement with Palestinians. 

■Tm sure you can recount 
the litany of all our alleged 
sins. Unfortunately that is not 
a correct representation," Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “We’ve had 
one great desire and that is to 
see peace between all of our 
j Arab neighbours and our- 
I selves." 

| "There is a great deal of mjs- 
! understanding, perhaps delib- 
I eraie distortion, of our position 
in an attempt to paint us as the 
j warmongering party. I don’t 
| want war. 1 crave peace.” 

I Interviewer Mureed Ham- 
mad said Mr. Netanyahu’s 
; appearance was the first major 
[interview of an Israeli prime 


minister on JTV. It was filmed 
on Sunday night and was 
broadcast in Jordan late on 
Tuesday. 

Peace talks between Israel 
and Palestinians have been in 
crisis for weeks over Mr 
Netanyahu's support for settle- 
ment building, and militant 
bombings which have killed 
20 Israelis since July. 

Tin not sure I can change 
ray image in the Arab World. 
It is pummelled home every 
day of how terrible we are,” he 
said. “It is very difficult to 
change perceptions if some- 
thing is repeated again and 
again and again.” 

“There are tremendous pres- 
sures on us and tremendous 
pressures on the Palestinians. 
But f am seeking that positive 
turn of events... h is important 
to seize positive turns," he 
said. 

“We want to see peace and 
prosperity develop for our 
neighbours. I know that this is 
something that is completely 
out of character with the char- 
acter that I am presented 
with... daily in the Arab press." 


Israel hunts for exit from settler takeover 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Caught 
between angry Palestinians 
and his own far-right allies, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu tried 
Tuesday to convince Jewish 
settlers who occupied an Arab 
home in east Jerusalem over 
the weekend to leave the 
premises voluntarily. 

Officials in the prime minis- 
ter’s office said Mr. Netanyahu 
was in touch with the Jewish 
.American millionaire behind 
the home occupation, Irving 
Moskowitz. but the business- 


man had refused to order the 
settlers to quit their new home. 

Hliyakiin Rubinstein. Israel's 
attorney-general was studying 
Tuesday whether the govern- 
ment had the legal righi to evict 
the settle/* if they refused to 
leave peacefully, officials said. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority called Tuesday on 
the U.S. and the European 
Union (EU.) to pressure Israel 
to force the settlers from the 

house they occupied Sunday 
night in the .Arab neighbour- 
hood of Ras AI .Amoud. 


"The settlement of this home 
in Ras AI Amoud will have 
very dangerous and serious 
consequences,” said chief 
Palestinian peace negotiator 
Saeb ErakaL in letters to Wash- 
ington and the EU. 

“We ask for immediate inter- 
vention to stop these activities 
in Jerusalem.” he said. 

But in general, the Palestin- 
ian reaction has so far 
remained muted, with only iso- 
lated stone-throwing at the Ras 
Al .Amoud settlers and police 
sent to guard them. 


Israeli police chief Assaf 
Hefetz nevertheless warned 
that the sealers' move “has 
come at just the wrong time 
and could provoke a new 
intifada” — the 1987-1993 
Palestinian revolt against 
Israeli occupation. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who accord- 
ing to several Israeli press 
reports had advance knowl- 
edge of the settlers’ plan to 
move into Ras Al Amoud. has 
criticised the action as “not 
good for Jerusalem, not good 
for the state of Israel." 


King wishes Prince Hamzeh 
a happy eighteenth birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein sent 
a message to His Royal 
Highness Prince Hamzeh 
congratulating him on his 
18th birthday according to 
the Islamic Hijra calendar. 

“It is with extreme happi- 
ness and satisfaction that I 
thank the Almighty on 
your 18th birthday” said 
the King in his message. 

“Along with all your 
family members and 
myself we all remember 
your birthday on 13 Juma- 
da Al Oula of the year 
1400 Hijra. I also remem- 
ber the day when it was 
with God’s will, I assumed 
my constitutional powers 
to serve the country and 


the nation when I was your 
present age,” the King 
said. 

He added: “1 pray to the 
Almighty to protect you 
and guide your steps and to 
follow the path of your 
parents and grandfathers, 
serving as a true 
Hashemite, an Arab Mus- 
lim, ready to do service 
before God and a servant 
of the Nation.” 

In another message 
addressed to Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs -of- Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Kaabneh, King Hus- 
sein directed the army 
chief to name the 40th 
Royal Armoured Brigade 
after Al Hussein, the 


U 


Prince Hamzeh 

supreme commander, and j 
to name the brigade's 4th j 
Royal tanks battalion after ; 
His Royal Highness Prince j 
Ali. 1 


Prince Hassan discusses with King 
Fahd, Saudi Crown Prince relations 


JEDDAH (J.T.) — King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Tuesday 
reviewed bilateral relations, 
inter-Arab relations, and the 
latest developments in the 
region. 

During an audience, King 
Fahd stressed his country's 
keen interest in bolstering 
bilateral cooperation in var- 
ious fields and strengthen- 
ing the long-standing his- 
torical relations linking the 
two countries. 

King Fahd requested 

Prince Hassan to convey his 
greetings and best wishes to 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Prince Hassan also met 
with Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz at 
Al Hamra Palace to discuss 
bilateral relations. 

The Crown Prince 

stressed Jordan’s interest in 


developing relations and 
maintaining continuous 
coordination with Saudi 
Arabia. 

Prince Hassan arrived 
here Tuesday on a two-day 
official visit in response to 
an invitation by Crown 
Prince Abdullah. Upon 
arrival Prince Hassan and 
the accompanying delega- 
tion were received by 
Prince Abdullah and senior 
military and civil officials. 

Prince Hassan is accom- 
panied by His Royal High- 
ness Prince R ashed, and a 
two-member official dele- 
gation including King Hus- 
sein's Adviser for Religious 
Affairs and Chief Islamic 
Justice Izzeddine AJ Khatib 
Al Tamimi and Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh. 

Upon departure from 
Amman airport. Prince Has- 
san was seen off by His 


Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid, Prince Zeid Ben 
Shaker, and senior govern- 
ment officials. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Dr. Tarawneh said the 
Crown Prince's visit falls 
within the context of ongo- 
ing coordination and con- 
sultation between both 
countries. 

Dr. Tarawneh added that 
the visit aims at assessing 
the present situation in the 
region and its consequenses 
on the Palestinian people 
living under occupation. 

Prince Hassan ’s visit is his 
first since Jordan restored 
ties with Saudi Arabia in 
1995. The two countries 
broke relations during the 
1990 Gulf crisis. 


Anani says European countries to 
increase aid to Jordan by $80m 


By Gfaalia Alul 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
expected to receive addition- 
al European financial aid of 
about S75-S80 million this 
year as a result of the Euro- 
Jordan association agree- 
ment initialled last April, 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs Jawad 
Anani said Tuesday. 

“We sensed great under- 
standing of Jordan's position 
among European countries,” 
Dr. Anani said referring to 
his week-long visit to six 
European capitals where he 
stressed Jordan’s need for 
additional funding from the 
European Union (EU) to 
assist the country in carrying 
out its economic reform pro- 
gramme. 

Speaking to journalists fol- 
lowing the Cabinet meeting. 
Dr. Anani said the European 
Council of Ministers on 
Monday decided to allocate 
S15 million in exceptional 
additional aid to Jordan. 

He added that as a result of 
the association agreement, 
which is expected to be 


signed within the coming 
two months, Jordan will also 
receive $50 million in addi- 
tion to about SI 0-1 2 million 
from some European coun- 
tries. ■ 

The EU’s additional finan- 
cial assistance to Jordan in 
1998 is expected to reach 
$30 million, said Dr. Anani. 

“We also requested addi- 
tional funds for 1999, which 
are expected to exceed $70 
million,” be added 

Dr. Anani said part of this 
year’s funds will be allocat- 
ed for the social safety net 
projects. 

During his visit to Europe, 
Dr. Anani said Jordan suc- 
ceeded in overcoming most 
of the outstanding issues 
pertaining to the increase in 
the Kingdom's quantities of 
agricultural produce that can 
be exported to EU countries 
under the deal. 

Dr. Anani said the EU 
agreed to reconsider increas- 
ing some of Jordan’s exports 
of agricultural products. 

The EU has also agreed to 
increase Jordan's exports of 
tomato pasre to 3,000 tonnes 
per year, Dr. Anani added 


Dr. Anani’s visit came 
three months after Spain 
blocked the association 
agreement in protest against 
the size of Jordan's tomato 
paste quota. 

But, following a visit earli- 
er this month by Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh, Spain appeared to 
have become more accom- 
modating to Jordan's posi- 
tion. 

The association agree- 
ment, which will be imple- 
mented starting January 1. 
1999, is expected to encour- 
age more direct European 
investments in Jordan, facili- 
tate technology transfer and 
provide access to EU mar- 
kets for the Kingdom’s agri- 
cultural and industrial prod- 
ucts. It will also accelerate 
negotiations for Jordan’s 
membership in the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 

The accord falls within the 
framework of the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership 
initiated ar the November 
1995 Barcelona conference 
which calls for the creation 
of the world’s largest free 
zone area by the year 2010. 


EU grants $4 million to PNA; Israel 
orders transfer of frozen revenues 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The European Union (EU) 
has granted the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) $4 
million in a show' of financial 
support to counter Israeli eco- 
nomic sanctions, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The EU special Middle East 
envoy. Miguel Moratinos, 
informed the PNA President 
Yasser Arafat of the grant dur- 
ing a meeting here late Mon- 


day, EU officials said. 

The funds were given with- 
out conditions to help the 
PNA counter a budget deficit 
worsened by an Israeli deci- 
sion ro withhold tens of mil- 
lions of dollars in tax rev- 
enues it collects for the Pales- 
tinians, the officials said. 

Meanwhile Israel's finance 
ministry Monday transferred 
to the Palestinians S35 million 
— about half the tax revenues 


it owed but had frozen in 
order ro push the PNA into 
cracking down on Islamists. 
At 5 am. Monday, the Israeli 
army also lifted the travel ban 
that “■* — 
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Israel lets Syria count its troops on 
occupied Golan Heights — report 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, September 17, 1997 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel has allowed 
Syria to conduct an excep- 
tional check of Israeli forces 
on the Golan Heights to 
calm suspicions there had 
been a buildup on the occu- . 
pied plateau, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported Tues- 
day. 

The newspaper quoted a 
senior army official. 
Brigadier General Dudu 
Tzur. as saying the count 
was conducted at Syria's 
request by the U.N. over a 
recent two-day period. 

An army spokeswoman 
was unable to immediately 
confirm the report 

Syria asked for the check 
out of concern that growing 
tensions between Damascus 


and the right-wing Israeli 
government of Prime Min- 
ister Beoyamin Netanyahu 
in recent months may have 
led Israel to boost its forces 
on the Golan Heights, 
Haaretz said. 

“In many ways this check 
calmed the security situa- 
tion,” Gen. Tzur told the 
Haaretz. 

The report came a day 
after a senior military offi- 
cial said Syria was prepar- 
ing itself for a possible sur- 
prise attack on the Golan 
Heights, which Israel has 
occupied since the 1967 
war. 

The official told a closed 
briefing in parliament that 
Syria would apparently pre- 
fer a diplomatic path ;to 


Syria praises Gulf 
support for its stance 
on peace process 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syri- 
an Foreign Minister Farouq 
Sham praised die support of 
Gulf countries for Syria's 
peace process stance, in a tele- 
phone call with Saudi counter- 
part Prince Saud AI FaisaL the 
official press said Tuesday. 

Prince Faisal briefed Foreign 
Minister Sham on the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCO 
meeting Monday in the eastern 
Saudi town of Abha, in which 
continued support for the 
peace process was linked to 
Israel's respect for the land- 
for-peace principle. 

The official Tishrin daily 
stud Prince Faisal also 
informed Ml Sham about the 
meeting between U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright and the foreign min- 


isters of the GCC which com- 
prises Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

At the meeting Sunday Ms. 
Albright tried to convince 
GCC states to attend die Mid- 
dle East and North Africa eco- 
nomic conference in Qatar in 
November, which Syria has 
already said it will boycott 
because of Israel's presence. 

“Mr. Shorn appreciated the 
stance of the Gulf countries, 
especially that of Saudi Arabia 
which supported Syria's 
stance ” said Tishrin. 

Arab countries are due to 
take a common position on 
whether to take part in the 
Qatar conference at an Arab 
League meeting on September 
20 . 


South Lebanon is Israel’s 
Vietnam -- Amal leader 


TEHRAN (R) — Lebanon's 
Parliament Speaker Nabih 
Beni told Israel to get out of 
south Lebanon before it gets 
trapped, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency lIRNA) said 
Tuesday. 

IRNA said Mr. Beni who 
also heads the Amal Move- 
ment which with Hizbollah 
group is fighting to oust Israeli 
occupation troops from south 
Lebanon, met Iranian Foreign 
Minister Kama! Kharrazi and 
Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri in Tehran Mon- 
day evening. 

“In his talks with Foreign 
Minister Kharrazi. he [Beni] 
said southern Lebanon is 
Israel's Vietnam and as time 
goes by the Zionist regime gets 
further entrapped.” IRNA said. 

It said Mr. Bern likened 


Israel's occupation of south 
Lebanon to the former U-S. 
involvement in Vietnam. 

'“Beni said the only solution 
is die simultaneous withdrawal 
of the Zionists [Israel] from 
sou than Lebanon and the 
Golan Heights,” IRNA said, 
referring to Syrian land occu- 
pied by Israel since the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Thirty-three Israeli soldiers 
and 47 Lebanese fighters have 
been killed so far this year in 
south Lebanon in clashes 
between Israeli troops and 
Lebanese groups fighting to 
end Israel's occupation of the 
area. 

IRNA said Ml Nateq-Nouri 
praised Lebanese guerrillas, 
who have turned south 
Lebanon into “a swamp for Tel 
Aviv” 


recover the Golan but that 
given the 18-month-old 
stalemate in peace talks 
. with Israel could order a 
limited military strike in 
hopes it would break the 
deadlock. 

His remarks were relayed 
to reporters by a parliament 
spokesman. 

Syria is demanding a full 
Israeli retreat from the 
Golan Heights and other 
territory occupied by Israel 
since 1967 in exchange for 
peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu has reject- 
ed this position as a starting 
point for a return to negotia- 
tions although he has not 
ruled out any territorial con- 
cessions. 

Under an Israeli-Syrian 


disengagement agreement 
signed following .the 1973 
Mideast war, Israel and 
Syria have the right to con- 
duct checks on the other’s 
forces around the Golan 
every two weeks through 
the U.N. 

The cheeks would include 
noting the number of 
troops, tanks and other 
equipment in the area. j 

Each side also has thej 
right to request an excep-' 
tional check, not in the! 
agreement, to be carried .out 
with 24 hours advance 
notice. 

The Haaretz said this 
clause of the agreement had' 
not been implemented prior 
to the recent spot check. 


Israeli court rejects 
Palestinian suspect’s 
appeal against torture 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel’s supreme 
court has rejected a petition 
from a Palestinian detainee 
seeking a halt to alleged tor- 
ture by his Israeli police 
interrogators, court officials 
said Tuesday. 

A lawyer for Raji Mah- 
moud Salah asked the high 
court for a restraining order 
to prevent police from con- 
tinuing torture he said be had 
been subject to since his 
arrest on suspicion of terror- 
ist activities last month, the 
officials said. 

At a closed door bearing, 
agents of the Shin Bet secret 
police said Mr. Salah was 
suspected of being a member 
of the Izzeddine Al Qassam 
Brigade. Hamas’ military 
wing and had knowledge 
about “imminent” new 
attacks by the group; Israel 
Radio reported. 

Izzeddine AI Qassam 
claimed responsibility for 
two bombings in Jerusalem 


over the past seven weeks] 
which left 20 Israelis dead 
and hundreds wounded and 
police say they have infor- 
mation the group is planning 
new attacks. 

Shin Bet officials said only 
physical pressure, including 1 
sleep deprivation would 
force Mr. Salah to reveal 
information in his posses- 
sion. 

The radio said the agency 
obtained high court approval 
to chain Mr. Salah to a chair 
and place a bag over his head 
during interrogation. 

Palestinian, Israeli and 
international human rights 
groups regularly protest 
Israeli mistreatment and tor- 
ture of Palestinian detainees. 

Israeli law permits “mod- 
erate physical pressure" of 
suspects believed to have 
information about imminent 
anti-Israeli attacks. Israeli 
government officials deny 
such physical pressure 
amounts to torture. 



Palestinian journalists to take part in 
DPI-organised training programme 


Iranian president urges Qatar 
to cancel Doha economic summit 


NEW YORK (J.T.) — Ten 
Palestinian journalists 
from broadcast and print 
media will participate in a 
training programme 
organised by the U.N.’s 
Department of Public 
Information (DPI), from 
Sept. 15 to Nov. 7, DPI 
said in a press release. 

During the programme, 
which is designed to 
strengthen the partici- 
pants' professional capac- 
ity as information media 
personnel, the journalists 


will attend briefings by 
officials of the U.N. and 
its specialised agencies, 
along with representatives 
of media oiganisations in 
the United States. 

Participants will attend a 
one-week programme in 
Washington, D.C., partici- 
pate in a skills training 
internship at CNN head- 
quarters in Atlanta and 
attend two weeks of spe- 
cial classes at the Colum- 
bia University School of 
International and Public 


Affairs. In addition, they 
will obtain on-the-job 
training by serving as 
temporary United Nations 
correspondents, covering 
United Nations meetings 
and activities on behalf of 
their media oiganisations. 

This is the third pro- 
gramme being organised 
by DPI to assist the Pales- 
tinian people in building 
and strengthening their 
media capability. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi called on Qatar Tuesday to 
cancel the economic summit 
it is due to host in November, 
warning that it would create 
divisions in the Islamic world. 

“The enemies of Islam are 
trying to create division 
among Muslim and Arab 
countries in a bid to strength- 
en the Zionists.” he said at a 
meeting here with Lebanese 
parliamentary speaker Nabih 
Beni. 

’The Doha conference is an 
example of such a division." 
he said, quoted by the Islamic 


Republic News Agency. “We 
hope that the government of 
Qatar would realise the exist- 
ing situation and cancel the 
meeting. It would be in 
Qatar's interest" 

The Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
conference, due to be held 
Nov. 16-18 in Doha has 
proved to be controversial 
because Israel is one of the 
participants. 

Syria Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
have said they will boycott 
the conference, holding Israel 
responsible for the deadlock 


in the Middle East peace 
process. 

Qatar has said the Doha 
conference should take place 
regardless of the peace 
process. 

Arab countries are due to 
lake a common position on 
whether to lake part in the 
MENA conference at an Arab 
League meeting SepL 20. 

Mr. Khatami also blasted 
the "insulting" joint military 
manoeuvre between Israel, 
Turkey and the U.S.. sched- 
uled for November in die 
eastern Mediterranean. 
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PROG RAMME TWO 

14:10 Jonny Quest 

14:30 Super Dave 

15:00 Secrets of Treasure 

Island 

15:30 Spell Binder 

16:00 Monsters Today 

16:30 Border Town 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Neighbours 

20:00 Soldier's Diary 

20 JO ....Oraph Winfrey Shew 

21:10 Challenges 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Land’s End 

23:15 ........American Gothic 

23:59 v End of T.X. 
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04:58 .... 


06:15 .... 


12:30 


16:00 


18:45 


20:03 



CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 8 10740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sang* m 622366 

A * Bhcan Chun* Tel. 652826. 


Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International 

Church Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Normal summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures around average and 
winds northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Amman 17/30 

Aqaba .23/35 

Deserts T6/34 

Jordan Valley 22/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 


Amman 29. Aqaba 34 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 45 per 
cent Aqaba 41 perceoL 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch...759200 

Dr. Ramzi MazzawL 894788 

Dr. Salman Daboubi. — 776751 

Dr. KhalidAbdo 657129 

Furas pharmacy 661912 

i Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

AI Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 

Nstfib pharmacy 847632 

IRBDD: 

Dr. Ahmad Qana —.....281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Lawzi -.989601 

Khaltfeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs - 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khnlidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 


Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital 845845 
AJ-Muasber Hospital667227/9 
Hie Mamie, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhJj, Abdali 664164/6 

ItaDan, AJ-Muhajreen777 1 0 1 13 

Al -Bashir, 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka S9 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospita 1(09)9867 3 2 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
1RBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
102)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


Hospita] 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 


mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

09:25 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:45 Larnaca. Damascus (RJ > 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ> 

15:55 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:30 Madrid tRJ) 

17:40 ..Toronto. Montreal IRJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:40... Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19: 10... Frankfurt. Vienna ( RJ ) 

19:55 Rome (RJ> 

00:15 Beirut (RJ) 

01:05 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09: 15 Karachi. Abu Dhabi ( PK ) 

09:30 Al ‘Arish (add) (PF> 

11:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

1L50 Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:10 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 
13:15 Cairo (MSI 


13:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

14:30 Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:20 Algiers (.AH) 

16:30 Dubai (EK) 

17:00 DchaiQRj 

I9--30 Istanbul. Damascus iPK) 

20:40 London (GAi 

21:10 Beioit(ME) 

21:10 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

23:20 Istanbul (TKi 

23:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 Athens <OA) 

05:15 Ankara (TK) 

07:50 AmsterdanifGA ) 

Royal Wings (RWi 

08:45 Aqaba (RW» 

10:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

*8:20 Tel Aviv (RWj 

19:30 ..Amman 1 QAIA 1 (RW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

09:00 Amserdani. New York < RJ j 

11: ^ 5 RometRJ) 

12:3 5 Berlin. London (RJ) 

12: 45 Istanbul (RJ) 

20:10 Colombo (RJ) 

20:35 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 


21:15 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain (RJ) 

21:50 Bombay (RJ) 

22:05 Duhai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:50 Larnaca iCYl 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:50 Amsterdam (GAi 

09:25 London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus. Istanbul (PR) 
10:30 ...Al ‘Arish (add) iPF) 
12:00.... Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 

12:50 Kuwait (KU) 

13:30 Jeddah (SV) 

14:00 ..Bahrain. Museai iGF) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

15:1(1 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:30 Tunis (Til l 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah(AH) 

17:45 Dubai (EK) 

17:50 Doha (QR* 

211:15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK> 

21:40 Denpasar iGA) 

23:55 .. Damascus. Paris lAF) 
00:25 Damascus. Amsienbiu !&' 

00:25 Ankara (TK) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Amman (Marka .Air- 

port) (RW) 

09:15 Aqaba iR™ 

10:30 ..Amman (QAIA.' d* 
17:45 ....Amman (Mart 0 
pom (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (R™ 

21:30 Amman (QAIA) i|J’ 
22:50 .Aqaba 





Home News 

Algerian, Jordanian foreign ministers 
conclude cooperation agreements, 
discuss common regional concerns 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, September 17, 1997 


3 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The for- 
eign ministers of Jordan and 
Algeria, Fayez Tarawneh 
and Ahmad Altaf, respec- 
tively, Tuesday discussed the 
Middle East question and 
pan-Arab affairs prior to 
concluding three agreements 
on economic and other mat- 
ters. 

Dr. Tarawneh told Jordan 
Television that they 
reviewed issues of common 
concern, primarily the Mid- 
dle East issue. 

“We also discussed the 
question of re-establishing 
solidarity among Arab coun- 
tries. Algeria has always 
played a vital role in this 
field, especially in the face 
of common challenges ” the 
minister said. 

“Questions on the minds 
of Algerians were discussed, 
and we found that Jordan 
and Algeria hold identical 
views. We also discussed 
issues such as the Euro- 
Mediieuanean relationship, 
since they are important for 
our countries." the Algerian 
minister said. 

Later at the Ministry of 
Finance, Mr. Altaf and Min- 
ister of Finance Suleiman 
Hafez signed two agree- 
ments on the prevention of 
dual taxation and coopera- 
tion in customs affairs and 
legislation. 



Chairman of the Federation of Jor danian Chambers of Commerce Haidar Murad, 
head of the Algerian Chambers of Industry and Trade Ali Habbour and President 
of the Amman Chamber of Industry Khaldoun Abu Hass aq Tuesday sign a protocol 
on economic cooperation (Petra photo) 


A protocol, designed to 
stimulate industrial and 
commercial cooperation by 
helping Jordanian and 
Algerian businesspeople 
launch joint projects, was 
signed by Haidar Murad, 
chairman of the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce, and Khaldoun 


Abu Hassan. president of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, along with Ali Habbour. 
head of the Algerian Cham- 
bers of Industry and Trade. 

Meanwhile, the Algerian 
minister of higher education 
and scientific research, 
together with his Jordanian 
counterpan M unther Masri, 


Tuesday visited the LTniver- 
sity of Jordan and met Presi- 
dent Fawzi Gharaibeh and 
other university officials. 

They reviewed areas from 
which Algerian institutions 
could benefit, including 
translation and Arabisation 
of scientific books and for- 
eign language instruction. 


Princess Basma inspects 
volunteer centres in south 


MA’AN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma Tuesday inspected 
the Queen Alia Fund for 
Volunraiy Work Centres in 
Sadaqah and Mureighah in 
the southern regionT 

Princess Basma called 
tor an active role by local 
communities, as well as 
non-governmental organi- 
sations, in line with Jor- 
dan’s intention to imple- 
ment decentralisation. 

“We should intensify 


individual and collective 
projects in the Sadaqah 
and Mureighah areas and 
■give women suitable 
opportunities to serve 
their community and 
country" the Princess 
said. 

Princess Basma was 
accompanied by the presi- 
dent of the Japanese soci- 
ety for developing local 
communities (NICCO) 
and his wife. 

NICCO. in its first oper- 


ation in Jordan, funded a 
project for raising sheep 
in the Sadaqah and 
Mureighah areas and will 
launch others in Ghor 
Safi. Ghor Mazraah and 
Ghor Haditheh. 

NICCO is a non-govern- 
mental organisation which 
has offered development 
and relief aid to several 
Asian countries, including 
Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Lagos, Burma and Thai- 
land. 


March highlighting smoking 
dangers to be held Friday 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN" — Drawing soci- 
ety's attention to the danger 
of smoking-related cancer is 
the primary objective of a 
SepL 19 nationwide march, 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and 
organised by the Jordan Can- 
cer Society (JCS) and the Jor- 
danian Society for Smoking 
Pre\emion. 

The march is scheduled to 
stan at 10 a.m. from Sport 
City, where tickets will be 
sold for JDI.5, organisers 

said. 

The march's course will 
include Wasfi Tel (Gardens) 
Street, Waha Circle, Univer- 
sity Road and will end at the 
starting point in Sport City, 
according to Muhammad 
Shreim. president of the Jor- 
danian Society for Smoking 
Prevention. 

Several stations along the 
route will prot ide free juice 
and pastries for participants, 
Dr. Shreim said. 

The .Arabic Military Music 
Orchestra will precede the 
participants, as a contribution 


to the event, he added 

Studies have shown that 
almost 90 per cent of all can- 
cer cases are smoking-relat- 
ed from which three million 
people die annually. Raghib 
Kaxnal president of the Jor- 
danian Cancer Society relat- 
ed 

"Since cancer treatment is 
expensive, and many patients 
are underprivileged, financial 
donations help die success of 
the event by providing treat- 
ment to those in need and 
clearly express humanitarian 
and national duty," he added 

Cancer is considered the 
most dangerous disease of 
our rime, and therefore, 
spreading awareness might 
save lives, expenses and time, 
he explained 

The death toll from tobacco 
will increase from three mil- 
lion to ten million per annum 
in the coming two decades, 
unless urgent action is taken 
to reduce tobacco consump- 
tion now-. Professor Lu 
Rushan, the secretary general 
of the world conference on 
tobacco and smoking said 
last month in Beijing. 

In May, the Ministry of 


Health organised a nation- 
wide campaign against 
smoking under the theme 
‘Together towards a World 
Free of Smoking," which is a 
slogan set by the World 
Health Association (WHO). 

The campaign was carried 
out in cooperation with the 
ministries of education and 
awqaf and Islamic affairs, as 
well as schools and commu- 
nity colleges and through the 
distribution of publications 
and posters, Ashraf Kurdi 
minister of health said 

He added that unless the 
campaigns against smoking 
are backed by a political deci- 
sion and national statement 
warning people of the dan- 
gers of smoking, the job 
would be very tough. 

According to Dr. Shreim, 
smoking is still not banned in 
public places in most devel- 
oping countries. 

In the Kingdom, smoking- 
related health problems cost 
society an estimated JD500 
million annually, 76 per cent 
of which must be covered by 
the government. Dr. Shreim 
concluded 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


FILM 

*• Children’s film "Famous 
Fred the Adventures of 
Spot” at the British Council. 
Juba! Amman, at 5:00 p.m. 

ART TALK 

* A 15-minute art talk by 
Syrian artist Fateh Moud* 
arre\ ai Amman Book- 
shop. Jabal .Amman. Third 
Circle, at 6:00 p.m, 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Syrian artist 
Dr. Fateh Moudarres at 
Bahdna Art Gallery. Gar- 
dens Street, until SepL 25 


(Tel. 5537598). 

♦Exhibition of photogr-aphs 
about the life of Chilean 
poet Pablo Neruda at Insti- 
tute Cervantes. Jabal 
Amman until Sept. 23- 

* Works by Darleen Wilk- 
erson entitled "Arab Madi- 
nas in Batik” at the Jordan 
Crafts Development Cen- 
tre (Al Aydi). Jabal 
.Amman, Second Circle. 

until Sept. 25 (Tel. 
644555). 

* Fourth Pottery Exhibi- 
tion by Mahmoud Sadiq 
and Da’ad Al Mufieh at 
Hamurabi Gallery. Gar- 


dens Street, until Sept. 19 
Tel- 5536098). 

* Paintings exhibition enti- 
tled “La Radioactivite” at 
the French Cultural Cen- 
tre, until Sept. 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian 
artists entitled “Palestine 
the Reality and the 
Dream” at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, until Oct. 2 (except 
Tuesdays). 

* Bani Hamida exhibition 
(rugs, cushions, runners, 
wall hangings and baskets) 
at Al Baidar Hall of Kan 
Zaman. until SepL 20. 


_! 


Expert 

testimony 

refutes 

confession 

in father's 

trial 


By Rana Hussein) 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Tuesday heard the testi- 
mony of a criminal lab expert 
in the case of a 34-year-old 
father accused of killing his 
two children, aged six and 
eight, in September 1996. 

Court witness Colonel 
Marrouk Habahbeh of the 
police department criminal lab 
testified that the percentage of 
cyanide salts detected in the 
children's blood was 60 mil- 
ligrammes per litre, not the 
600 to 650 milligrammes per 
litre as a prosecution witness 
testified earlier. 

In April, a defence expen 
witness contended that for the 
children to have such a high 
concentration of cyanide in 
their blood, each would have 
had to consume at least three 
large cyanide pills. 

The defence expen's testi- 
mony contradicts Mr. Masri's 
confession to police that he 
proffered one cyanide pill to 
each child. 

Mazen Masri reportedly 
confessed to the authorities on 
SepL 25. 1996 that he poi- 
soned his two children by 
administering two cyanide 
pills before leaving for work 
on the morning of SepL 11. 

In January of this year, Mr. 
Masri. who pleaded not guilty, 
retracted his previous confes- 
sions. claiming that he was 
“subjected to psychological 
pressure by police, who threat- 
ened to interrogate my wife 
and mother instead of myself." 

At the beginning of the court 
session. Judge Mahmoud 
Ajaimeh. presiding for the first 
time, banned the press from 
reporting the case and threat- 
ened to expel reporters if they 
took notes. 

The parents of the defendant 
were not allowed to attend the 
public court session yesterday. 

“My wife and I were pre- 
vented from entering the court 
room by the security without 
being given any reason," Hani 
Masri, the father of the defen- 
dant said. 

The court tribunal adjourned 
the session to SepL 25 to hear 
more lab experts, and at the 
same time instructed CoL 
Habahbeh to present three 
reports that were conducted by 
the criminal lab to delect the 
cyanide in the childrens 

blood. 


Foreign minister to attend 
Arab League meetings in Cairo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
will travel to Cairo Friday 
on a two-day visit to lead 
the Jordanian delegation in 
the 108th meeting of the 
Arab League Council, 
which starts Saturday at the 
foreign ministers’ level. 

According to the Arab 
League, the foreign minis- 
ters will discuss 40 items, 
u-ith issues in the Middle 
East at the top of the agen- 
da. 

The ministers are expect- 
ed to take a unified stand on 
these issues, and a number 
of them will submit 
detailed reports on their 
own countries' assessments 
of the peace process in the 


light of Israel’s intransigent 
stand, according to an Arab 
League statement 

Also on the agenda are 
such issues as the creation 
of an Arab higher court of 
justice, a mechanism for 
settling disputes among 
Arab countries, the situa- 
tion in Jerusalem, Israel's 
alleged nuclear arsenal, 
continued Israeli occupa- 
tion of Syrian and Lebanese 
territories, and the question 
of Lebanese citizens jailed 
in Israel. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Industry and Trade and 
Supply Hani Mulki left for 
Cairo Tuesday to take part 
in the Arab League's Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, 


which opens today. 

The council is expected to 
discuss a mechanism to cre- 
ate an Arab free-trade zone 
as of Dec. 1, 1997. 

Dr. Mulki said meetings 
were held recently with a 
number of Israeli officials 
on ■ facilitating trade 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aretz reported that Dr. 
Mulki met Israeli Industry 
and Trade Minister Natan 
Sharansky and discussed a 
free-trade area agreement a 
double taxation agreement 
and an investment protec- 
tion agreement between the 
two countries. 

The paper quoted the two 


ministers as saying the new 
agreement should replace 
the current temporary 
arrangements governing 
trade between Israel and 
Jordan, which are due to 
expire in October 1998. 

According to the report 
Dr. Mulki agreed to 
increase the quota of Jor- 
danian cement exports to 
Israel. 

The two ministers dis- 
cussed setting up joint 
industrial areas, which 
would enable Jordanian 
exporters to gain duty-free 
access to American markets 
by taking advantage of 
Israel's free-trade agree- 
ment with the U.S., 
Ha’aretz report stated. 


Council meeting reviews outcome 
of Albright visit, ministry projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers, meet- 
ing in a regular session 
Tuesday, reviewed the out- 
come of a visit to Jordan by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
projects by the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
among other issues. 

After the Cabinet meet- 
ing, Minister of State for 
Information Affairs S amir 
Mutawi said Mrs. Albright 
came to the region with 
specific ideas on security 
for both the Palestinians 
and the Israelis. 

“Mrs. Albright discussed 
halting all steps that are 
taken unilaterally, which 
means Jewish settlements. 


and stressed the need for 
implementing international 
agreements to be conducted 
simultaneously with the 
Israeli-Paiestinian final-sta- 
tus negotiations," according 
to Dr. Mutawi. 

He said the U.S. secretary 
also briefed the leaders of 
the region about her mis- 
sion to re-activate the 
Israeli-Paiestinian negotia- 
tions. 

A decision by both parties 
to send delegations to 
Washington for talks repre- 
sents a very positive devel- 
opment and proves that 
matters are going in the 
right direction, he 
explain ed. 

Dr. Mutawi said the 


Palestmian-Israeli track is 
at a dangerous stage and it 
has become necessary to 
revive the negotiations, 
which is what Mrs. Albright 
achieved during her visit 

The Cabinet approved a 
number of decisions, 
including consent for Jor- 
dan’s participation in the 
Babylon International Cul- 
tural Festival in Iraq. The 
Ministry of Culture will 
send the national folklore 
troupe to the festival which 
begins SepL 23 and ends 
OcL L according to Dr. 
Mutawi. 

Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam Abbadi reported to 
the Cabinet his ministry’s 


plans for promoting the ser- 
vices of mosques, training 
imams (mosque preachers), 
and the renovating and 
restoring the shrines where 
companions of the Prophet 
Muhammad are buried in 
Jordan. 

Dr. Abbadi also reported 
on the mini stry’s role in 
caring for the awqaf and 
holy places in Arab East 
Jerusalem and religious 
schools there, and a five- 
year plan for the develop- 
ment of the zakat fund 
(fund for the poor), which 
is due to start next year. 

He said the plan entails a 
number of projects benefit- 
ing the unemployed. 


Conference assessing implementation of U.N. 
disabled-rights legislation io open Thursday 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan- 
ian-Swedish Medical Asso- 
ciation (JSMA), in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, is opening a 
two-day pan-Arab sympo- 
sium Thursday to assess the 
implementation in Arab 
states of United Nations 
standard rules for equal 
opportunities for the dis- 
abled. 

“The JSMA felt that it 
was time for Jordan and 
other Arab states to meet 
and exchange ideas on 
equal opportunities for the 
disabled,” JSMA President 
HRH Prince Ra’d Bin Zaid 
told the Jordan Times. 

Speakers include Bengt 
LindqvisL Sweden’s former 
Minister of Social Develop- 
ment and current president 
of JSMA in Sweden, who 
himself is blind and a U.N. 


expert in standard rules 
governing equal opportuni- 
ties for the disabled. 

Participants will form 
working groups to answer 
and compare a question- 
naire focusing on ten U.N. 
articles for equal opportuni- 
ties, and discuss the articles 
applied in their countries. 

“Mr. Lindqvist will listen 
to the various working 
groups and hopefully guide 
us in developing certain 
schemes on which we are 
embarking, ’’ Prince Ra’d 
said. 

In 1993 the Law for the 
Welfare of Disabled Per- 
sons was passed. Prince 
Ra’d admitted that Jordan 
has been “trying to do its 
best [in applying LLN. stan- 
dard rules] but it has not 
been easy.’’ 

According to this law, a 
disabled person is “any per- 
son with a permanent, par- 
tial or total impairment in 


any of his senses or physi- 
cal, psychological, or men- 
tal abilities to the extent 
that the ability to learn, to 
be rehabilitated, or to work, 
is limited in a way which 
renders him/her short of 
fulfilling his/her normal 
daily requirements in cir- 
cumstances similar to those 
of able-bodies persons." 

Bengt LagerkvisL an 
expert in Community 
Based Rehabilitation 
(CBR), will speak to partic- 
ipants about different 
approaches in rehabilita- 
tion. 

Dr. Lagerkvist supervised 
the implementation of a 
CBR project in the Mafraq 
govemorate, which was 
considered a pioneering 
project and will be dis- 
cussed at the meeting, said 
Prince Ra’d. 

Another topic on the 
agenda is the education of 
the disabled. Article 4 of 


the Law for the Welfare of 
Disabled Persons stares that 
“the Ministry of Education 
shall provide primary and 
all forms of secondary edu- 
cation for disabled persons 
as commensurate with their 
capabilities.” 

Prince Ra’d confirmed 
that legislation pertaining 
to the disabled provides 
rights equal to any able cit- 
izen. 

He stressed that the suc- 
cess of such endeavours 
depends largely on commu- 
nity acceptance. 

He remains optimistic, 
since “with each passing 
year, more opportunities 
are being given.” 

Over 150 participants 
from Arab ministries of 
social affairs and their 
equivalents and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations are 
taking part in this confer- 
ence. 


Government delays decision on 
weekly papers’ status until next week 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The gov- 
ernment yesterday pro- 
longed the weekly news- 
papers’ anticipation of 
an official decision as to 
their futures with the 
announcement that an 
ongoing review of their 
compliance with the 
Press and Publications 
Law' would not be com- 
pleted until sometime 
next week. 

Owners and editors of 
weekly papers were 
expecting the govern- 
ment to hand down a 
decision regarding their 
status Tuesday, but Min- 
ister of Information 
Samir Mutawi said that 
the review of IS weekly 
papers' financial 

accounts had not been 
completed. 

However, Dr. Mutawi 
said the papers’ financial 
edgers were still under 
study and that the min- 
istry was trying to com- 
plete the review ‘‘as 
quickly as possible.” 


“The problem is that 
all papers must be read 
by auditors and legal 
experts,” Dr. Mutawi 
said during a press brief- 
ing following a Cabinet 
session Tuesday. ”We 
will notify papers as 
soon as we finish. Until 
then, papers have the 
right to go ahead with 
publication.” 

In late August, 18 
weeklies were notified 
that, in accordance with 

the Press and Publica- 
tions Law. the govern- 
ment would exercise its 
right to review the finan- 
cial ledgers of the week- 
ly newspapers, and that 
failure of weekly papers 
to respond to the official 
memorandum by the end 
of August would invite 
legal action against the 
papers. 

Owners and editors 
have viewed the govern- 
ment's intentions warily, 
after a months-long con- 
troversy over newspa- 
pers* compliance with 
amendments to the 1993 

Press and Publications 


Law, which required 
weekly newspapers to 
raise their registered 
capital to JD300,000. 

The capital require- 
ment, along with heavy 
fines for violations of 
the press law, was 
expected to force weekly 
papers out of business, 
as it was believed that 
most could afford nei- 
ther a raised capital or 
exorbitant fines. 

However, the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade 
confirmed in mid- 
August that the weekly 
papers had raised their 
capital in compliance 
with the law. 

Shortly thereafter, the 
Press and Publications 
Department requested 
that the weeklies submit 
their financial papers to 
the department for 
review. 

Weekly newspaper 
owners and editors have 
asserted that the press 
law amendments target- 
ed their papers, and 
more recehtly have con- 
tended that the request 


by the Department of 
Press and Publications at 
the Ministry of Informa- 
tion to examine their 
books is “unusual.” 
“What the Press and 
Publications Department 
is asking is within the 
law” said Jordan Press 
Association President 
Seif Sherif. “But why 
they are doing it now is 
the question ” 

“[These articles in the 
press law] have been in 
force since 1993, but the 
department has never 
exercised its right to 
apply this law,” he said. 
“So, everyone has 
doubts as to why they 
are doing this now.” 


Correction 

The name of the Nobel 
Prize-winning poet 
Pablo Neruda was mis- 
spelled in the Sunday, 
SepL J4 edition. The 
[Jordan Times regrets 
any inconvenience this 
may have caused 
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Norway wakes with hangover 
after dumping government 


OSLO (R) — Norway 
awoke with a hangover 
Tuesday after dumping 
Labour Party Prime Minis- 
ter Thorbjoem Jagland but 
opening the door to months 
of political wrangling. 

Financial markets in 
Norway, which operate with 
oil-backed fundamentals 
that make the economy one 
of the strongest in Europe, 
did not like what they read 
in the newspapers, marking 
down the crown and stocks 
and pushing up interest 
rates. 

Market players said, how- 
ever, that Norway's wealth 
was so well underpinned 
that government troubles 
were unlikely to have any 
lasting effect on maikets. 

The total share index fell 
0.6 per cent to 1,283.38 but 
the crown clawed back loss- 


es to stand at 4.1355/85 by 
0930 GMT after falling to a 
near three-week low of 
4.1570 in early trade. 

S-E Banken Norway chief 
economist Oeystein Ste- 
phansen said the election 
result would weaken the 
crown but did not see any 
long-term fall. “The crown 
will still be backed by a 
solid foreign trade surplus." 

Labour’s share of the vote 
only slipped by less than 
two percentage points and 
they lost just two seats, but 
Mr. Jagland had backed 
himself into a comer by 
insisting the party must 
match die 36:9 per cent it 
won at the last poll in 1993. 

In the election. Labour's 
share of the vote only 
slipped by “hoist by his own 
petard,” ran the headline in 
the conservative daily 


Afienposten Tuesday. 

Labour will have 65 of the 
165 seats in parliament, 
according to figures pub- 
lished when 95 per cent of 
the vote had been counted. 

Apart from Labour's 
defeat, Norway’s traditional 
political calm was shattered 
by the stunning success of 
the far-right Progress Party, 
vhich won 15.3 per cent of 
he vote and 25 seats in par- 
iament 

The Progress Patty, a neo- 
jTbateherite grouping led by 

£ bans made former busi- 
essman Carl Hagen, gath- 
ered the protest votes of 
Norwegians who feel their 
passive oil wealth is being 
ured into the wrong pock- 
ts. 

The Labour government 
pas launched a~ petroleum 
^nd to mop up the billions 



The Christian Party's prime ministerial candidate KjeD iVJagne Bondevik (left) and 


the party’s leader Valgerd Svarstad Haugland (right) celel 
results announced in the Norwegian elections. Partial 
party will win 13.9 per cent of the votes, and that 
Thorbjoern Jagbland resigns, Bondevik would be his 
photo) 



te as they watch the first 
its predict that Bondevik’s 
current Prime Minister 
likely successor (Reuter 


of oil dollars flooding into 
Norway’s economy, but 
opinion polls showed Nor- 
wegians felt their health and 
welfare services and 
schools were suffering. 

The next prime minister of 
Norway looks set to be Kjell 
Magne Bondevik, a former 
priest and ex-foreign minis- 
ter who is the head of a 
three-party centrist coalition 
that can gamer 42 seats. 

T see no reason why I 
shouldn’t be Norway’s new 
prime minister but I have to 
wait to see if I’m asked,” he 
said. 

Mr. Bondevik began the 
prickly process of trying to 
put together a coalition gov- 
ernment Tuesday, although 
he has a breathing space 
until mid-October as Mr. 
Jagland pledged to present 
the annua? budget 1 before 
quitting. The budget I is due 
on Oct 13. 1 

Mr. Bondevik. a former 
priest and foreign minster, 
said he would be careful in 
putting together a coalition 
that is likely only tq have 
around 45 seats in the 165- 
seat parliament 

“We don’t see any reason 
for a government to commit 
suicide in its policy declara- 
tions,” he! said. i 

Many analysts say Mr. 
Bondevik’s coalition will be 
too fragile to last through 
the harsh Norwegian politi- 
cal winter and that it will be 
snuffed out by the Labour 
Party or by conservative 
groups. 

Mr. Bondevik said he 
would seek cross-party sup- 
port for his policies and 
there were even reports he 
would seek to patch up dif- 
ferences with the Conser- 
vative Party and form a 
much more powerful four- 
party coalition. 

Such a coalition would be 
a repeat of one that ruled for 
several years in the 1980s. 


Cambodian parliament rejects cabinet changes 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The 
Cambodian parliament 
Tuesday rejected the pro- 
posed sacking of four cabi- 
net ministers loyal to de- 
posed co-premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 

Political analysts said the 
surprise rejection of the ca- 
binet changes would be an 
embarrassment for Premier 
Hun Sen. who had backed 
the appointments. 

But the vote was not nec- 
essarily a demonstration of. 
support for the ousted 
prince, analysts said. 

Mr. Hun Sen. who toppled 
Mr. Ranariddh in early July, 
said Tuesday’s vote in the 
national assembly was an 
illustration of democracy 
and the sovereignty ,of the 
Cambodian parliament. 

“This shows the effective- 
ness and democracy of our 
parliament,” Mr. Hun Sen 
told reporters after the vote. 
“The assembly has full sov- 
ereignty and there is no 
threat or intimidation.” 

Only 67 members of par- 
liament out of the 97 pre- 
sent Tuesday voted in fa- 
vour of the proposed cabinet 
change. Eighty votes were 
needed for the proposal to 


pass. 

Of the remainder, 14 vo- 
ted against the proposed 
changes, seven abstained 
and there were nine spoiled 
ballots, assembly officials 
said. The vote was by secret 
ballot. 

Under the proposed cabi- 
net change four ministers 
from Prince Ranariddh's 
FUNCINPEC Party, living 
abroad in self-imposed exile 
since shortly after the 
prince's ouster on July 6, 
would have been replaced 
by party members who re- 
mained in the country and 
agreed to work with Mr. 
Hun Sen. 

Nine new secretaries of 
state would also have been 
appointed if the proposal 
had been approved, assem- 
bly officials said. A propos- 
al to appoint three new de- 
puty prime ministers was 
dropped earlier, the officials 
said. 

Political analysts suggest- 
ed the rejection of the pro- 
posed changes was more a 
result of rivalry between 
two factions of the prince’s 
FUNCINPEC party remain- 
ing in the country than a 
show of support for Prince 


Ranariddh. 

| T don’t think it's a de- 
■ mo ns (ratio a of support for 
'the prince,” said one politi- 
cal analyst. “People are 
more concerned about their 
own power interests rather 
than others’,” 

Several members of a 
FUNCINPEC faction which 
rebelled against Prince 
Ranariddh and broke with 
him in April were slated to get 
cabinet jobs in the proposed 
reshuffle, to die possible an- 
noyance of the other FUNC- 
INPEC faction, analysts said. 

“I would say this is 
embarrassing for Mr. Hun 
Sen. we thought it would be 
a rubber stamp, but l think 
it’s basically FUNCINPEC 
who objected,” one diplo- 
mat said. 

“They were unhappy that 
the rebels were getting the 
jobs. The goodies were 
being given more to one 
side than the other.” He said 
“there’s lots of resentment, 
that was obvious." 

Political analysts said 
there might also have been 
some opposition to the pro- 
posed changes from within 
Mr. Hun Sen’s Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP). 


There has been specula- 
tion about disagreement 
within the CPP for some 
time and there was a possi- 
bility some party members 
saw disadvantages in the 
proposed cabinet changes, 
analysts said. 

“Maybe this is one way of 
blocking the consolidation 
of power by Mr. Hun Sen,” 
said another analyst. “May- 
be some people don’t want 
it so they don’t vote for it,” 

Mr. Hun Sen 'said mem- 
bers of parliament opposed 
to one or two of the changes 
had voted against the whole 
list and new votes would be 
held after he and a govern- 
ment delegation returned 
from the U.N. General As- 
sembly session in New York 
later this month. 

“We will vote again ... one 
by one. not in a group like 
this tune,” Mr. Hun Sen 
said. 

Hun Sen and Prince Rana- 
riddh shared power irt a 
coalition after U.N.-run elec- 
tions in 1993. After toppling 
the prince. Mr. Hun Sen said 
he wanted to maintain the 
coalition with the prince’s 
FUNCINPEC Party in the 
run-up to an election in May. 


Haze hits hazardous levels in Kuala Lumpur for 2nd day 


KUALA LUMPUR {AFP) 
— Air pollution reached 
hazardous levels for the sec- 
ond straight day in Malaysia 
Tuesday as Indonesia's 
president apologised for 
forest fires blamed for haze 
choking nearby countries. 

Rainfall helped clear 
some of the haze in Malay- 
sia but the air pollutant 
index in the capital re- 
mained at “very unhealthy” 
levels. 

The index breached the 
300 level — the hazardous 
point — in Gombak, a sub- 
urb of Kuala Lumpur, but 
the worst reading of 344 
was recorded in Nilai, a 
town in Negeri Sembilan 
state south of here. 

President Suharto, add- 
ressing a meeting of South 
East Asian environment 
ministers in Jakarta, apolo- 
gised for forest fires in 
Indonesia and the smoke 
that is disturbing neigh- 
bours. 

‘To the communities of 


neighbouring countries who 
have been disturbed by the 
fires in our territory, Indo- 
nesia offers its most sincere 
apologies.” Mr. Suharto said 
in a speech to the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
meeting. 

He said Indonesia was 
doing its utmost to “prevent 
and overcome” the fires but 
“the sheer vasmess of our 
bushes and forests, and the 
prolonged drought, has cre- 
ated insurmountable obsta- 
cles in the efforts to prevent 
and get the fires under con- 
trol.” 

In Malaysia, press reports 
said such items as air puri- 
fiers, ionisers and surgical 
masks to block out the haze 
were running out of supply. 

Frustrated Malaysians 
have called the press to say 
they were disappointed with 
the government action plan 
and called for more effec- 
tive measures such as help- 
ing Indonesia to put its for- 


est fires. 

The Malaysian opposition 
and activists have also 
slammed the government 
for alleged inefficiency in 
handling the situation and 
demanded that Indonesia 
take responsibility. 

Activists said the crisis 
bad cast doubts on the coun- 
try's entire development 
model saying there were 
not enough efforts to safe- 
guard (he environment 
against Malaysia’s rapid 
industrialisation - 

An Environment Depart- 
ment official told AFP the 
haze was likely to deterio- 
rate over the next few days 
as the wind direction was 
not favourable to the coun- 
try. 

The government, which 
has declared the haze a 
national disaster, had earlier 
sought help from France 
and Canada, which have 
experience in putting out 
forest fires, to combat the 
haze. 


Authorities also proposal 
a ban on open burning, limit 
construction activity and 
earthworks, reduce traffic in 
the capital and stop industri- 
al emissions. 

Education Minis ter Najib 
Tun Razak was reported as 
saying that a decision would 
be made Wednesday on pro- 
posals to temporarily close 
schools, warning that such a 
move would have “massive 
implications” like resched- 
uling of exams. 

The government bad. earli- 
er said it would close 
schools only when the index 
reaches 400 and declare a 
state of emergency if it 
touches 500. 

Efforts to extinguish the 
Indonesian fires, . blamed 
largely on plantation and 
timber companies using 
slash-and-burn methods to 
clear their lands quickly, 
have been complicated by 
the drought currently facing 
Indonesia, said to be the 
worst in almost 50 years. 



Leader of Norway’s far-right Progress Party Carl Hagen (right) arrives with his wife at an election party. The 
Progress Party, which demanded more spending on hospitals and pensions, seemed Jikelv to be the second biggest 
party after attacking Labour policies of setting aside some of Norway's huge North Sea oil wealth for the future 
(Reuter photo) 

U.S. F-18 


Hornet 
crashes off 
North 
Carolina 

WASHINGTON (R) — A 
Marine Corps F/A-18D 
Hornet fighter jet crashed 
into a swamp near Cape 
Hatteras. North Carolina 
around 8:30 p.m. EDT 
Monday (0030 GMT 
Tuesday) during a routine 
night bombing exercise, 
the U.S. Marine Corps 
said. 

A spokesman said it was 
uncertain whether the two 
pilots aboard were able to 
eject before the crash, the 
fourth serious accident 
involving U.S. military air- 
craft in barely two days. 

The $28 million Hornet 
fighter was stationed with 
Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 224 from 
Beaufort, South Carolina, 
the Marine Corps said in a 
statement. 

Military and Coast Guard 
search and rescue heli- 
copters and military police 
were at the site of the 
crash, which occurred in a 
marshy area near Cedar 
Island at a bombing range 
on Pamlico Sound. 

Representatives of the 
U.S. Marine Corps were to 
arrive at the crash site early 
Tuesday to begin investi- 
gating the accident, said a 
spokesman at Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point. 

No information on the 
cause of the crash was 
immediately available, and 
Marine Corps officials 
declined to say whether 
wreckage from the plane 
had been found. 

The 19 Metres F/A-18D 
Hornet, one of 6Q owned 
and operated by the U.S. 
military, is manufactured 
by McDonnell Douglas 
and can be used to attack 
and destroy surface targets 
during daytime or night- 
time raids and under all 
weather conditions. 

The two-seater fighter 
was one of three Hornets 
from the South Carolina 
base that was practicing 
routine bombing at the 
range. 

The F-18 crash was the 
latest in a spate of U.S. mil- 
itary air accidents, includ- 
ing the crash of an air force 
F-117 stealth fighter at an 
air show near Baltimore 
and a navy F-IS fighter in 
Oman, both Sunday. 

Military officials are also 
still searching for the 
wreckage of an air force C- 
141 cargo jet, with nine 
crew aboard, which was 
missing off the coast of 
Namibia after a suspected 
mid-air collision with a 
German Air Force plane 
carrying 24 people. 


Diana driver’s family seeks 
police protection at funeral 


RENNES ( AFP) — The 
family of Henri Paul, the 
driver of the car in which 
Diana, Princess of Wales 
was killed, pleaded for extra 
police protection when he is 
buried Saturday in his 
native town of Lorient. 
western France. 

Family spokesman 

Dominique Melo said 
Ttiesday, “We all fear an 
individual outbursr by 
someone for example want- 
ing to avenge Diana, or a 
journalist misbehaving him- 
self” 

Mr. Melo. a friend of Paul 
for 25 years, told AFP that 
the 40 police officers to be 
deployed at the funeral were 
“really not enough. We are 
asking for more police.” 

Mr. Melo said the family 
would soon release a com- 
munique in response to 
“journalistic pressure.” 
Many journalists, notably 
Britons, are expected in the 
Brittany port of Lorient 
where the funeral service 
will be held at the church of 
Sainte-Therese De Keriado. 

Asked about his friend's 
alleged fondness for drink- 
ing, Mr. Melo said 
“Obviously be had a high 
tolerance for alcohol. We 
sometimes used to go for a 


drive after drinking heavily 
over a meal. It was always 
Henri Raul who did the dri- 
ving, without any problem.” 
Mr. Melo refused to com- 
ment on a report in the 
London Tunes Tuesday 
alleging that Paul had drunk 
for six hours in different 
bars just before the accident 
on Aug. 31. 

On Monday the Central 
Paris Undertakers’ Office 
said that, Paul, the 41 -year- 
old deputy security chief of 
the Ritz Hotel in Paris, will 
be buried rather than cre- 
mated. as his family Had 
warned. 

Informed sources said the 
family’s lawyers had per- 
suaded them to have the 
body buried, in case they 
wanted to request new tests 
on iL 

The family will be able to 
have his body cremated at a 
later date if they so wish, 
the sources said. 

. Paul was found to be 
under the influence of a 
cocktail of drink and pre- 
scribed medicine when he 
crashed the Mercedes S-280 
car canying Diana and her 
boyfriend Dodi Fayed in a 
road tunnel in Paris on Aug. 
31. 

His funeral was postponed 


after judicial officials 
ordered further tests to con- 
firm initial specimens 
showing he had more than 
three times the French legal 
alcohol limit in his blood 
Traces of an anti -depres- 
sant medicine and drugs 
used to treat the effects of 
alcoholism were also found 
in subsequent tests. 

Examining magistrates 
Herve Stephan and Marie- 
Chrisrine DevidaJ gave per- 
mission for Paul’s body to 
be disposed of Friday, after 
three sets of tests had been 
carried out on it. 

It was unclear when the 
body will be transported 
from the Paris Central 
Morgue, where it has Iain 
since Paul was killed 
instantly in the crash in the 
Alma Bridge Underpass 
next to the Seine. 

A notice of intention to 
hold a funeral will be pub- 
lished in the regional daily 
Ouest France Thursday, the 
Central Undertakers’ Office 
said. 

Paul’s family and friends 
have denied that he was 
alcoholic or depressive. 
They have taken civil legal 
action parallel to the crimi- 
nal investigation into the 
crash. 


Mob riots break out in Indonesia 
after young girl hacked to death 


JAKARTA (R) — A mob of 
Indonesians stoned shops 
owned by ethnic Chinese 
and burned cars in the capi- 
tal of south Sulawesi pro- 
vince Tuesday after a young 
girl was hacked to death, 
police said. 

A spokeswoman said a 
Chinese person killed a 
nine-year-old girl from the 
local Bugis people with a 
machete after an incident in 
the provincial capital Ujung 
Pan dang. 

"The nine-year-old girl 
was hacked to death with a 
machete.” she said. 

“All the Chinese shops in 
the city were stoned and 
five cars have already been 


torched.” 

She said the reason for the 
attack on the child was not 
immediately clear and 
could not comment further. 

Local residents said the 
attacker was a mentally 
unstable man. 

Residents said the child 
was killed Monday night 
and rioting started early 
Tuesday. 

.They said troops and riot 
police were in the streets of 
the port city but a mob of 
more than 400 people was 
stoning shops, including the 
local Raddison hotel, 
around midday (0400 
GMT). 

, At least one building in the 


Chinese district was on fire, 
they added 

An ethnic Chinese man in 
the area said by telephone the 
situation appeared calm after 
troops and police took to the 
streets, although he and bis 
family were still too scared to 
leave their home and see the 
extent of the damage. 

Callers to the city police 
headquarters and central 
city police station could 
hear blaring sirens in the 
background around 1:30 
p.m.l0530 GMT). 

Police declined to com- 
ment. Mainly Muslim Indo- 
nesia has been bit by a num- 
ber of ethnic and religious 
riots since late last year. 


Japan’s Socialists withdraw 
support for Hashimoto cabinet 

At their meeting Tuesday. SDP leaders 
decided that the party would not take part in 
policy talks with the LDP until Mr. Sato was 
removed. Jiji said. 

The report added that the SDP would •■'all 
for emergency talks between Mr. Hashing 
SDP Chairwoman Takako Doi and Sakigp® 
leader. Akiko Domoto when senior oflK 1 " 5 
of the three parties meet Wednesday mormA?- 
Ms. Doi reportedly indicated th 31 
party $ handling of the issue might resb^ 

fhd BX/xlitZ I I __ J . m 


TOKYO l AFP) — Japan’s Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) withdrew its support for Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto Tuesday pend- 
ing the removal of a newly-appointed minis- 
ter convicted of taking bribes, Jiji Press 
reported. 

The report said the decision was taken at a 
meeting of senior parry leaders following Mr 
Hasbimoto’s move to appoint Koko Sato last 
week as state minister in charge of the gov- 
ernment’s management and coordination 
agency. 

Mr. Hashimoto’s conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) has retied on parlia- 
mentary support from the left-wire* SDP and 
the centrist New Party Sakigake sfree- failing 
to wm a majority in elections in October Iasi 
year. 

While recent defections have given the LDP 
a razor-thin majority of one seat in the lower 
house, the party still has a minority in the 
upper house. 


the political landscape in Japan. 

“It is going to be an important deci5« 
because it concerns our fundamental p 030 
stance.” she was quoted as telling senitf 
officials Tuesday. “Depending on bo* 
issue is handled, we will probably be able 
find a new way.” ^ 

Several newspapers have accused 
Hashimoto of bowing to LDP faction 31 
sures to include Mr. Sato in the new ^ 
formed last Thursday. 
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U.S. warns of sanctions if 
Bosnia election thwarted 







S**T- 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United Stares, aiming to 
ensure Bosnia’s successful 
first post-war municipal 
elections do not unravel, 
threatened sanctions against 
any Croat, Muslim or Serb 
who acted to thwart the 
results. 

“We see that our efforts to 
accelerate implementation 
(of the 1995 Dayton Peace 
Accords) in a robust and 
concerted way across the 
board, applying carrots and 
sticks, incentives and sanc- 
tions, is starting to pay off” 
State Department deputy 
spokesman James Foley 
told reporters. 

Making sure the results of 
the elections held last week- 
end are implemented may 
be an even tougher task than 
holding the polls them- 
selves and hence ‘‘tough 
sanctions ... will indeed be 


implemented in event of 
non-compliance.” he said. 

A National Elections Re- 
sults Implementation Com- 
mission established by the 
international community is 
expected to begin taking de- 
cisions within one month 
related to the elections, he 
said. 

The commission and its 
regional subsidiaries will 
examine on a case-by-case 
basis the performance of 

municipalities around Bos- 
nia in implementing the 
election results. 

The threatened sanctions 
include denial of recon- 
struction aid to municipali- 
ties that do not enforce elec- 
tion results and denial of 
travel privileges for officials 
who thwart the results, Mr. 
Foley said. 

Also, officials elected in 
last weekend's election will 


be denied office if they fail 
to comply with the results, 
he said. Officials are most 
concerned about towns 
where the ethnic balances 
are most sensitive. 

“We are reaching a critical 
point in our stepped up 
efforts to achieve Dayton 
implementation ... we are 
fully determined to make 
full use of the tools avail- 
able to the international 
community to see that the 
aims of Dayton are brought 
to fruition he said. 

Mr. Foley said the elec- 
tions, a crucial step toward 
democracy and a single- 
state in Bosnia, exceeded 
the international communi- 
ty's expectations. 

“We see a lot of evidence 
that the trends in favour of 
Dayton implementation on 
the rise and char's what we 
are going to concentrate 


on,” he added. 

In Brussels, Carlos Wes- 
tendorp, the international 
community's high represen- 
tative to Bosnia, said Mon- 
day it would be “absolutely 
unthinkable” to have no 
international military pres- 
ence in the region next year, 
unless the situation there 
improved dramatically. 

In Sarajevo on Sunday, 
Robert Frowick. head of the 
Bosnia mission of the Orga- 
nisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), said that it was ab- 
solutely essentia] the inter- 
national community stay 
indefinitely in Bosnia. 

But Mr. Foley said the 
U.S. still intends that the 
NATO-led Stabilisation 
Force mission end nexi June 
as planned. 
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Cranes remove wreckage of a passenger train in the central Indian town of Champa Tuesday. At least 81 people 

were killed and 236 injured when a passenger train fell into the dry riverbed of the Hansdev River in India’s .T, 

Madhya Pradesh state Sunday (Reuter photo) 

Death toll in India train disaster rises to 81 battle 


6 killed in At least 500,000 died in North 
Kashmir Korea famine, report says 


BHOPAL (R) — The death toll in a train accident at the 
weekend in central India has risen to 81. police said 
Tuesday. 

Railway officials said the accident could have been 
caused b\ broken tracks. 

“The death toll so fur is S 1 . The number of injured is 236.” 
Satpai Singh, inspector-general of police in the Bilaspur 
district of the state of Madhya Pradesh, said. 


The accident occurred Sunday near Champa town when 
five carriages of a train plunged from a bridge onto the dry 
riverbed of the Hansdev River. The town is around S00 kilo- 
metres from the state capital Bhopal. 

“The death toll is not expected to go up,' 1 Mr. Singh said, 
adding that overwhelming support from citizens near the 
disaster site helped relief workers minimise casualties from 
the accident. 


Unionists meet on N. Ireland talks mediation 


BELFAST tR) — British 
and Irish government offi- 
cials tried again Tuesday to 
coax reluctant unionist lea- 
ders to join their arch-foes 
Sinn Fein at historic Nor- 
thern Ireland peace talks. 

"We are continuing shut- 
tle diplomacy.” said one 
British official as leaders of 
the Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP), the key voice of a 
Protestant majority which 
wants to stay British, gath- 
ered in Belfast. 

UUP leaders said that 
they wanted to take pan in 
the negotiations, which 
opened Monday with ul! 
five unionist tables empty, 
but needed assurances from 
the two go\ emmems on a 
variety of issues. 

There was no immediate 
indication when the UUP. 
Northern Ireland's biggest 
political party, might join 
the negotiations. 

While its officials gath- 
ered at parry headquarters, 
other panics to the talks 
were gathering for bilateral 
discussions at Stormont 
Castle buildings on the 


other side of Belfast for a 
plenary' session in mid- 
afternoon. 

But UUP officials said 
that if they received satis- 
factory assurances they 
would sit down with Sinn 
Fein, which seeks to end 
Nonhem Ireland's British 
status and join it with the 
Irish Republic. 

"We are not afraid to take 
Sinn Fein on. that is nor our 
concern.” said UUP parlia- 
mentarian Jeffrey Donald- 
son. 

“We are certainly not 
going to allow Sinn Fein or 
anyone else to drive union- 
ists out of this process." 

The UUP wants the talks’ 
agenda to reflect its key 
concerns that Sinn Fein's 
IRA guerrilla allies — as 
well as armed Protestant 
extremists — agree to dis- 
arm during the talks, rather 
titan at the end when any 
agreement is reached. 

British and Irish govern- 
ment ministers, who have 
been working on round- 
table peace talks since 
1993. put a brave face 


Monday’s boy con by the 
UUP. 

“I think they (Unionists) 
will eventually come into 
the process. I sincerely 
hope they will. It is what 
the people of Northern 
Ireland want. It is the way 
forward” Britain's 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Mo Mowlam said. 

Gerry' Adams, the Sinn 
Fein president, said the 
talks opened up the “possi- 
bility of the beginning of 
the end of conflict in~this 
island... the real historic day 
will be when we come to 
agreement.” 

"We want all parties to be 
involved in these talks and 
we are prepared to allow 
some lime, some space to 
bring unionists into the 
process.” he said. 

Mr. Mowlam said the two 
governments were working 
on a formula of words 
which would satisfy union- 
ists on a range of concerns 
including the surrender of 
IRA arms and the right of 
Northern Ireland people to 
decide their destiny. 


George Mitchell, a for- 
mer U.S. Senator who 
chairs the negotiations, 
refused to be downbeat 
about the failure of the 
unionists to turn up 
Monday for what was 
billed as a new chapter in 
Ireland's troubled history. 

“I am impressed with the 
manner in which all the 
participants are acting in a 
constructive and responsi- 
ble way. trying very hard to 
move this process for- 
ward,” he told reporters. 

Sinn Fein and the IRA 
believe that Northern 
Ireland is an illegal British 
colony and that it would be 
united with Ireland if the 
people of the entire island 
were allowed a free vote on 
the province's future. 

But Britain and Ireland 
say Northern Ireland’s 1.5 
million people alone will 
decide if the province 
should change status, effec- 
tively locking it into a 
British orbit until demogra- 
phy and political culture 
change. 


Search resumes for 33 missing in collision off Namibia 


WINDHOEK (Rj — A ma- 
jor search and rescue mis- 
sion resumed at daybreak 
Tuesday for 33 missing 
German and American mili- 
tary personnel whose planes 
apparently collided in mid- 
air off the coast of Namibia. 

A South African Hercules 
I ran* port aircraft took off 
from Windhoek shortly 
after dawn to overfly the 
huge search area and report 
back on weather condition* 
ahead of a planned exhaus- 
tive search of the ocean 
about 1(H) miles offshore by 
German and United States 
Air Force planes. 

Hope* of rinding sur- 
vivor* of the accident, 
which occurred Saturday 
between a U.S. Air Force's 
C- 141 Starliticr and a 
Gentian L uftwaffe Tupolev 
154 transport plane, arev. 
dimmer as lime passed. 

Wreckage .ipp:trentl> 
from the German plane uy> 


picked up by a Namibian 
fisheries patrol vessel 
Monday off a wilderness 
stretch of Namibia's 1.600 
kilometres South Atlantic 
coastline. A search plane 
heard a weak radio distress 
signal but the Sourh African 
Air Force said it was to faint 
to track. 

Close to 20 aircraft and a 
total of 265 people from 
South Africa. Germany, the 
United Slates and France 
will have joined the opera- 
tion by Tuesday. 

In Bonn, the German 
Defence Ministry said one 
unidentified body, believed 
to have come from the 
German plane, had been 
found. 

The South African Air 
Force said one of its planes 
would continue flying low 
over the search area in 
hopes that its noise might 
attract survivors. 

The wreckase found 


Monday included three air- 
craft seats and pan of a 
fourth seat. Oil slicks and 
fuel slicks were also spot- 
ted. 

The cause of the apparent 
crash was not immediately 
clear. 

Officials in Windhoek 
said a breakdown in air traf- 
fic control communications 
may have led to the colli- 
sion. 

But they cautioned it was 
too soon to know for sure 
whether .Africa's notorious- 
ly poor air traffic control 
operations played a role in 
the freak accident. 

Namibia's civil aviation 
directorate said its air traffic 
control had received no 
flight plans of the German 
aircraft, which had entered 
Namibian airspace from 
Niamey in Niger on a flight 
to Cape Town. 

But German Air Transport 
Command Chief General 


Gerhard Back, who flew 
into Windhoek Monday to 
head his country's biggest 
peacetime search and res- 
cue mission, said the 
German flight plan had 
been filed and 
acknowledged. 

Asked about the apparent 
contradictions, back said 
without elaborating that 
there may have been “a mis- 
understanding.” 

A full board of inquiry is 
expected to start within the 
next few days. Officials 
have said it is not yet possi- 
ble to say w-hether the 
"Black Box” flight recor- 
ders can be recovered from 
a depth of 1,000 metres. 

Officials also said the 
waters off Namibia were 
not all that cold so it was 
not impossible that people 
could survive provided that 
they had survived the appar- 
ent mid-air collision. 


Philippine Catholic Church warns of dictatorship 


MANILA (AFP) — The head of ihe Roman Catholic 
Church in the Philippines warned Tuesday thai aides of 
President Fidel Ramos were seeking to impose a dictator- 
ship. 

The archbishop of Manila. Cardinal Jaime Sin. released a 
statement urging Filipinos to take to the streets . this 
Saturday in protest ;*t planned changes to the constitution. 

The church >a\* the changes aim to allow Mr. Ramos to 
seek a second term. The 19S7 charter limits him to a single 
six -year term which ends next year. 

"If vou are against military rule and authoritarianism, if 
vou are for freedom and justice and peace, go to (the rally) 
on Scot 21." Cardinal Sin >aid. 

"Thi bomb threats, the ... tactics in the media and the 
rumour mill, the double talk of politicians and the manipu- 
lated consultation forums — they are all parts of the duly 
tricks department of an aspiring dictatorship.” Cardinal Sin 
added. 


However. Mr. Ramos’ predecessor Corazon Aquino, a co- 
organiser of the rally, said “there is no clear and present 
danger (of manial rule). 

She said she wanted to "keep alive the spirit of people 
power... before it is too late" and that the protest was need- 
ed so the "president hears loud and clear our objections to 
any charter changes before May 1998.” 

Mr. Ramos had said he would step down from the presi- 
dency but last week surprisingly announced he would 
decide by November whether to seek a second term or not. 

The government this week launched three days of nation- 
al dialogue on what the public think about proposed consti- 
tutional amendments. Mr. Ramos is due back from on a tour 
of Europe and the Middle East Friday. 

A former member of his cabinet, ex-Defence Secretary 
Renato de Villa, said in a radio interview he had met 
Cardinal Sin Sunday and would meet Ms. Aquino to dis- 
cuss the new crisis. 


JAMMU (R) — Two Indian 
Army officers and four 
Kashmiri . guerrillas were 
killed near the Pakistan bor- 
der in a second gunbattle 
thi s week ahead of crucial 
talks between the two coun- 
tries, police said Tuesday. 

Police said five civilians 
were wounded in cross-fire 
in the shootout Monday at 
Thana-Mandi in Rajouri 
district 150 kilometres 
from Jammu, winter capital 
of the state of J amm u and 
Kashmir. 

On Sunday night, a junior 
Indian Army officer, two 
soldiers and three guerrillas 
were killed in a six-hour 
gunbattle at Pethsir, a vil- 
lage near the apple-rich 
Sopore to wn^ some 50 kilo- 
metres from the state’s 
summer capital, Srinagar. 

New Delhi, which rules 
two-thirds of the state, has 
rejected Islamabad’s claim 
over the region. Pakistan, 
which rules one-third of 
Jammu and Kashmir, says 
the dispute is the core issue 
in bilateral relations. 

“In yesterday’s incident 
one major and a JCO 
(Junior Commissioned 
Officer) were killed on the 
spot when militants 
launched their sudden 
assault," AJL Khan, a 
senior police official, said 

“In the retaliatory firing, 
four militants were also 
killed," he said. 


WASHINGTON I.R) — As 
many as two million North 
Koreans may have starved to 
death in that nation's 
famine. CNN international 
reported Tuesday. 

“At least half a million 
people have died, probably 
closer to one to two million.” 
Andrew Natsios, a vice pres- 
ident for World Vision, a 
Christian aid group, told 
CNN. 

The organisation based its 
estimate on surveys taken in 
July on the Chinese side of 
the North Korean border. 
About 400 people were 
interviewed, with many 


telling stories of starvation, 
but only 33 agreed to com- 
plete a World Vision ques- 
tionnaire, CNN reported 
from New York. 

“Nineteen of them are 
North Koreans who have 
escaped from their home vil- 
lages into China searching 
for food and 14 of them are 
ethnic Korean Chinese — 
Chinese citizens — who’ve 
gone in to visit their relatives 
with food and then come 
back,” according to CNN. 

Because of answers from 
people who came from 
small villages, who knew 
exactly how many people in 


their villages had died of 
starvation. World Vision es- 
timated that 15 per cent of 
those villages died since 
January. 

“If this data is country- 
wide, then we're facing one 
of the terrible famines of this 
century" Mr. Natsios told 
CNN. 

The North Korean Ignited 
Nations mission in New York 
said there was no spokesman 
available to comment on 
World Vision’s figures. U.N.s 
officials told CNN that 
nobody outside North Korea 
can confirm the estimates. 


34 killed in Sri Lankan fighting 


COLOMBO (R) — At least 
34 people have been killed 
in heavy fighting between 
government troops and Li- 
berari on Tig ers of Tamil Ee- 
lam (LTTE) rebels in north- 
ern Sri Lanka, the Defence 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

Twelve soldiers were 
killed Monday when the re- 
bels fired mortar bombs and 
machine guns at troops 
northeast of Puliyankulam 
town, the ministry said in a 
statement. 

Troops retaliated using 
artillery and mortars, caus- 
ing heavy casualties among 
the rebeis. They estimated 
thai at least 20 guerrillas 
were killed and a large num- 
ber wounded during the con- 
frontation. the statement 
said. 

It said that 42 soldiers 
were also wounded in the 


fighting at Pu liyankulam. - 

An LTTE statement is- 
sued Monday said the re- 
bels had "handed over 17 bo- 
dies of 'soldiers, killed near 
Puliyankulam in recent 
fighting, to the Red Cross 
Sunday. 

The statement from the 
rebels’ London office did not 
give details of Monday's 
fighting. 

In a separate incident west 
of Puliyankulam town, 
troops killed two rebels 
Monday, the statement 
added. 

Heavy fighting has been 
reported in recent days near 
Puliyankulam. which lies 
north of government-held 
Vavuniya and is on the high- 
way to northern Jaffiia 
peninsula which the military 
has been trying to capture in 
a four-month campaign. 


Vavuniya lies 220 kilome- 
tres north of the capital 
Colom bo. 

The LTTE is fighting for a 
separate homeland for mi- 
nority Tamils in Sri Lanka’s 
north and east. The govern- 
ment says more than 50,000 
people have been killed in 
the war that began in 1983. 

The LTTE says the toll is 
higher. 

Meanwhile. torrential 
rains in Sri Lanka caused 
flash floods and mud slips 
that left at least three people 
dead and several injured 
Tuesday, the Automobile 
Association (AA) said 

The three deaths were 
reported in the low-lying 
area of Awissawella, about 
60 kilometres north-east of 
the capita] Colombo, die AA 
said adding rescue services 
were sent to the area. 






Huge waves smash against an embankment over a truck rumbling through water-soaked roads as typhoon Oliwa 
hits Kagoshima on the southwestern Japanese island of Kyushu Monday (Reuter photo) 

South Japan hit by powerful typhoon; 4 killed 


TOKYO (R) — A powerful typhoon stormed through the 
southern Japanese island of Kyushu Tuesday, killing at least 
four people and forcing tens of thousands to "flee their homes, 
police said. 

Typhoon Oliwa. packing maximum winds of 125 kph (79 
mph), hit areas near Kumamoto city on Kyushu Island, 900 
kilometres southwest of Tokyo, at "around 2.00 p.m. (0500 
GMT). 

The meteorological agency said the typhoon was gradually 
weakening and moving north northeast at 30 kph (19 mph). 


About 67,000 residents sought refuge in emergency shel- 
ters as heavy rain threatened to trigger landslides and floods, 
police said. 

Airlines cancelled more than 200 flights to and from 
Kyushu, and train services on the island were severely dis- 
rupted, with several lines reporting delays and cancellations. 

The typhoon was expected to strike southwestern regions 
of Japan’s main island of Honshu later Tuesday, the agency 
said. J 
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Right message 
from .Turkey 

TURKEY'S ASSURANCES yesterday to its 
neighbours that exertises it is holding together 
with Israel and the U.S. in the Mediterranean 
are purely search and rescue exercises is a wel- 
come development. TfrrKey made these assur- 
ances to Iraq and Egypt in separate meetings 
held with Iraqi and Egyptian leaders. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak told 
reporters after talks with TUrkish President 
Suleiman Demirel in Alexandria that he was 
“suspicious” at first about the manoeuvres but 
that Mr. Demirel assured him that the exercises 
were ‘‘limited to search and rescue.” 

The TUrkish president, meanwhile, emphasised 
that his country's relations with Israel were not 
“against third countries” and that “no one 
should have any suspicions.” He went further to 
allay the fears of his country’s neighbours, espe- 
cially Syria, by saying that “TUrkey is a peaceful 
country” that has no quarrel with any Arab 
country requiring the use of force. 

The TUrks also conveyed a similar message to 
their eastern neighbour Iraq. An emissary of Mr. 
Demirel assured President Saddam Hussein that 
TUrkey supports Iraq’s ‘Independence and terri- 
torial integrity.” 

Those TUrkish messages will echo well in the 
Arab World which, most probably for lack of 
these assurances, had been apprehensive about 
the intentions of TUrkey in northern Iraq on the 
one hand, and its military relations with Israel 
on the other. 

Arabs near and far recognise Turkey’s agonis- 
ing fight against Kurdish insurgents. Yet they do 
not approve of the conflict between the TUrkish 
army and the Kurdish rebels being fought over 
Iraqi territory, especially when reports started 
circulating that Ankara wanted to establish a so- 
called security' zone in northern Iraq. 

Meanwhile, we know that Turkey’s relations 
with its southern neighbour, Syria, are strained 
over allegations that the latter gives sanctuary to 
the Kurdish rebels. While we cannot say for sure 
whether those allegations are true or not, we are 
sure that good neighbourly relations between the 
two countries are not impossible, if all matters 
of contention between the two are discussed in a 
frank and well-intentioned manner. 

Perhaps President Mubarak, who enjoys good 
relations with both presidents Hafez Assad and 
Demirel, can help by starting negotiations 
between the two nations. Both have an interest in 
doing so. And both will benefit from reaching 
agreements on the issues that divide them: bor- 
ders, water and Kurdish insurgents. 

President DemireTs assurances that his coun- 
try has no problem with any Arab country 
requiring the use of force is a declaration of 
goodwill on which all Arabs are called to capi- 
talise. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER lor A1 Apab AJ Yawm discussed the status of 
the Jordanian professional unions in light of reports about 
the union boards cancelling thousands of memberships for 
failure to pay subscriptions. Mohammad Subeihi said that 
the board of the Jordan Medical Association, which has 
0,000 members, is threatening to oust 4.500 and the 
Jordan Engineers Association, which boasts a 37,000 
membership, is contemplating striking off 12.000 names 
from its lists: the 4,000-member Nursing Association will 
strike off nearly 50 per cent of the total registered mem- 
bers. Should the associations cany out their threats, 
between 30 and 50 per cent of the union members will 
have their membership cancelled, will not be able to prac- 
tise the profession because they failed to pay their sub- 
scription fees and will fail to attend any of their unions' 
general assembly meetings, said the writer. He said it 
seems that the engineers, the doctors and others have no 
desire to remain affiliated to their associations perhaps 
also because they are not convinced of the role being 
played by these associations in improving the professions. 
It seems that many of the engineers and doctors feel that 
their associations are not offering them anything, he 
added. The writer said the present situation resulted from 
the union members showing more inclination to engage in 
political rather than professional activities. 

A WRITER for AI Dustour discussed the outcome of U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright's visit to the Middle 
East, expressing the view that she has failed to bring about 
any change in the Israeli and the Palestinian positions. Ms. 
.AJ bright failed to persuade Benyamin Netanyahu to stop 
the settlements programme, to release the Palestinian pris- 
oners or to implement the Oslo accords with the 
Palestinians: she also failed to pressure the Palestinians to 
give further concessions and to give up the struggle to 
regain their freedom and independence, said Hamadeh 
Faraaneh. The writer said that the Palestinians do not need 
anybody to convince them that security is of paramount 
importance because their own security is in danger in light 
of Israel's repression, and they agreed with Ms. Albright 
on the need to safeguard security for both sides. But, said 
the writer, thanks to the Egyptian-Jordanian-Palestinian 
minisummit which preceded Ms. Albright's visit, the 
Palestinians displayed resolve to make it clear to the U.S. 
secretary that they can only cling to their legitimate rights. 
The writer said all Arab states, as well as the Europeans, 
are called upon to extend practical support to the 
Palestinians to help them regain their rights and thwart Mr. 
Netanyahu’s plots against the peace process. 


Washington Watch 



By Dr. James Zogby 


‘If the U.S. is to convince the region that it is a fair and honest 
broker, Congress and Israel must continue to be challenged’ 


ON TUESDAY night, in 
the midst of U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright's visit to the 
Middle East, I had the 
opportunity to speak to 
President Bill Clinton 
about her trip and its 
chance for success. 

Given the political cli- 
mate in the U.S. and the 
Middle East, no one had 
high expectations for the 
outcome of the secretary’s 
first foray in the region. 
But the president was 
clearly aware of the grave 
dangers that exist if the 
peace process continues to 
falter. Dangers not only to 
Israelis and Palestinians, 
but also to the U.S.’ stand- 
ing and its interests in the 
broader Middle East. 

At a minimum, he agreed 
Secretary Albright must 
return to the U.S. with 
Israelis and Palestinians 
and America's other Arab 
allies convinced that the 
U.S. is committed to be a 
firm and fair honest broker 
in resolving the Arab- 
Israeli conflict 

As low a measure of suc- 
cess as this might be, it is a 
necessary prerequisite to 
any further progress. It is 
also a useful guide by 
which to evaluate the sec- 
retary’s visit 

Regardless of the fact 
that when pressed Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has made halt- 
ing concessions, there is 
still widespread belief that 
he is not fully committed 
to full implementation of 
the peace accords signed 
by his predecessors. While 
Netanyahu recently 
offered a map of territorial 
concessions he is willing 
to make in final status talks 
(considered by some in the 
Jewish community as a 
breakthrough since no 
Likud leader has ever 
agreed to any territorial 
concessions), these are dis- 
missed by some adminis- 
tration officials as “unac- 
ceptable cantons” which 
fall far short of fulfilling 
Palestinian aspirations. In 
any case, Netanyahu has 
now withdrawn considera- 
tion of any further rede- 
ployments until his securi- 
ty demands are met. 

The Israeli prime minis- 
ter appears to feel that he 
can play his cards as he 


wishes because he has 
strong backing from the 
U.S. Congress and the 
politically powerful U.S. 
Jewish community. 

To reinforce this point, a 
paid advertisement 

endorsed by five U.S. sen- 
ators appeared in major 
U.S. papers on the day 
before the secretary's 
departure. The ad, an open 
letter to President Clinton, 
Spoke of Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
President Yasser Arafat in 
disgracefully harsh lan- 
guage, calling him a “vil- 
lain” and terming his 
behaviour as “macabre.” 
The ad and a similar letter 
sent to the president by 44 
members of Congress 
urged the secretary to 
focus her visit on 
Palestinian terrorism and 
to refrain from any push 
for Israeli concessions. 

It is clear that die admin- 
istration has resisted this 
pressure. At two high-level 
meetings Arab American 
leaders had with National 
Security Advisor Sandy 
Berger and Under-secre- 
tary of State Thomas 
Pickering just before the 
secretary’s departure, we 
pressed the administration 
to adopt a . more even- 
handed approach. With 
regard to the Israeli- 
PaJestinian negotiations, 
we specifically called on 
the secretary to reaffirm 
that the basis of the peace 
process was “land-for- 
peace” and implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 
and 338 and to press the 
Israelis on settlement con- 
struction. acts of collective 
punishment against 
Palestinians (i.e., house 
demolitions, land confisca- 
tion and closure) and urged 
her to push for implemen- 
tation of the interim 
accords. Finally, we noted 
that if tbe 1 secretary was to 
succeed in restoring confi- 
dence in U.S. leadership, 
she must use public diplo- 
macy in an even-handed 
manner. It would be unac- 
ceptable, we noted, if the 
only public message that 
came out of her meetings 
focused on security issues. 
If public pressure was to 
be used with the 
Palestinian side, we said, it 
must be used with the 


Israelis as well. 

It is in this context that 
the first leg of Secretary 
Albrighr’s Middle East 
visit should be viewed. 
While many Arab critics 
have faulted the secretary 
for focusing on the securi- 
ty dimension of her mis- 
sion, it is important to note 
the significant portion of 
her message that addressed 
Arab concerns with the 
peace process. Even when 
addressing the issue of ter- 
rorism, the secretary and 
other administration offi- 
cials voiced their concern 
not only in terms loss of 
innocent Israeli lives, but 
also of the damage tenor- 
ism does to the 
Palestinians, noting that 
these attacks target tbe 
peace process, the PNA. 
and threaten Palestinian 
gains. In fact, one official 
noted with frustration that 
each act of terrorism is 
timed to take pressure off 
of the Israeli prime minis- 
ter’s failings and to focus 
U.S. and Israeli attention 
on tbe security issues 
instead of Israeli policies. 

At the same time. 
Secretary Albright did 
reaffirm U.S. commitment 
to the “land-for-peace” 
formula and to implemen- 
tation of U.N. resolutions 
242 and 338. Throughout 
the week, administration 
officials continued to refer 
to PNA President Arafat as 
“our partner in the peace 
process”, thus refining 
congressional efforts to 
demonise and isolate the 
Palestinian leader. 

And the secretary 
reserved her sharpest com- 
ments for criticism of 
Israeli acts which destroy 
confidence in the peace 
process, citing settlement 
building, land confisca- 
tion. demolition of houses 
and confiscation of 
Jerusalem identity cards. 
She also spoke eloquently 
of her concerns for 
Palestinian suffering on a 
number of occasions, 
referring to the •'difficult" 
and “horrible” conditions 
in which Palestinians are 
forced to live and calling 
on the Israelis to make 
efforts to improve 
Palestinian daily life. 

To add further clarity to 
her message, the secretary 
also had a well publicised 


meeting with the widow of 
assassinated Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and a meeting with Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman, 
tbe contents of which were 
later leaked to the press by 
State Department 

spokesman Jamie Riibin. 

Following her visit with 
Secretary Albright to the 
tomb of her husband. Leah 
Rabin, at a press confer- 
ence, spoke harshly of the 
current Israeli prime min- 
ister. She accused 
Netanyahu of attempting 
to "bring Yasser Arafat to 
his knees” and said she 
had doubts that the prime 
minister wanted peace. 
Mrs. Rabin said: ‘To say it 
is possible for Arafat to 
stop the terror without 
there being forward move- 
ment towards peace is 
impossible." 

To add further pressure 
on Netanyahu, the State 
Department spokesman 
told reporters following 
President Weizman's 
meeting with Secretary 
Albright that Weizman had 
said “the U.S. should be 
prepared to pressure Bibi 
to finish the second stage 
of redeployment on the 
West Bank.” Rubin added; 
“I thought that was a 
remarkable statement by 
the Israeli president.” 
Rubin also quoted 
Weizman as saying that 
“Israel should not use eco- 
nomic pressure against the 
Palestinians.” 

While some Arab com- 
mentators heard only part 
of Secretary Albright's 
message, it would be 
unfair to ignore the rest of 
her message and the care- 
fully staged events with 
Mrs. Rabin and the Israeli 
president and the impact 
that they were designed to 
have. Clearly, the secretary 
was not misunderstood id 
the U.S. 

Headlines told the siory, 
“Albright’s visit bares 
U.S.-lsrael division over 
peace process” 

fWashington Post 

12/9/97). "Albright asks 
Israel to take time-out on 
settlements” (New York 
Times 12/9/97), “Albright 
draws fire from Israelis; 
asks for time out on Jewish 
settlements” (Washington 
Times 12/9/97). 

As Secretary Albright 


noted on her departure, she 
had no magic formula that 
could save the peace 
process. Given the hostili- 
ty of Congress, the intran- 
sigence of the Netanyahu 
government and the persis- 
tence of acts of violence 
designed to disrupt the 
peace process, she faced 
huge hurdles in her effort. 

Her goals were, there- 
fore, limited: to shake up 
the internal Israeli debate, 
to restore hope to a belea- 
guered Palestinian society 
and to convince all parties 
that if violence ended, 
pressure not only would 
but could be focused on 
the political issues that 
must be resolved to move 
the process forward. 

, While Secretary 

Albright's appeal has been 
accepted by President 
Arafat, it was rejected by 
the Israeli prime minister. 
She has succeeded, how- 
ever, in provoking a strong 
internal debate in Israel. 
Most recent polls show 
that 60 per cent of all 
Israelis are dissatisfied 
with the prime minister’s 
performance and 55 per 
cent specifically dis- 
pleased with his policies 
towards the PNA. 

It remains to be seen 
whether or not the secre- 
tary's goal of convincing 
the Arab World that the 
U.S. is a fair and balanced 
partner will be believed, 
but it would be unfortunate 
if she were not given cred- 
it for making a strong 
effort in this direction. 

The real test of U.S. 
resolve will come in the 
next few weeks. If vio- 
lence can be stopped, how 
the U.S. responds to 
Israel's rejection of 
Secretary Albright’s 
appeal will be a critical 
factor in the overall assess- 
ment of the secretary's 
trip. The difficulties faced 
by the administration will, 
of course, be compounded 
by expected pressure from 
a hostile Congress. But if 
the U.S. is to convince the 
region that it is a fair and 
honest broker and if what 
is left of the peace process 
can be saved. Congress 
and Israel must continue to 
be challenged. 


Tiger economies have gone lame, but the long-term 
prospects for a more equal world are still bright 


By Gwynne Dyer 

“IT IS like a neutron bomb,” 
said a Thai economist last 
month. “The buildings and 
structures are all there, but the 
people are aU gone.” 
Bangkok, ten weeks after the 
local currency collapsed, is a 
sony sight: half-finished sky- 
scrapers whose developers 
have gone bust, un tenanted 
shopping malls, used-car lots 
jam-packed with repossessed 
late-model BMWs. Tbe 
bloom is definitely off the rose 
in this “emerging market”, 
and die damage has already 
spread to aU the other fast- 
growing economies of South- 
East Asia. 

It is a bigger smash than tbe 
meltdown of the Mexican 
peso in 1994, and it raises 
some worrisome questions. Is 
tbe widespread notion that the 
“Third World” has found a 
way to grow out of its poverty 
just a mirage? And if. these 
crashes are a partem — this is 
the second in three years — 
might they even drag tbe 
economies of the developed 
world down with them? 

The Thai crash had exactly 
tbe same cause as tbe 
Mexican oik: an incompetent 
and corrupt government dri- 
ving the economy ar an unsafe 
speed. Thailand’s deficit was 
8 per cent of the gross domes- 
tic product (GDP), higher than 
Mexico’s in 1994, and the 
government did nothing seri- 
ous about it. 

The psychology of perma- 
nent boom had tempted local 
companies into investments, 
mostly in real-estate develop- 
ment, that were funded almost 
entirely by unsecured bank 


loans. When Mexico hit the 
rocks in 1994. the ratio of 
loans to GDP was 45 per 
cent. In Thailand, by last sum- 
mer. it was 125 per cent . 

So the crash was inevitable. 
Tbe difference is that, where- 
as the damage in Latin 
America was successfully 
confined to Mexico, in this 
case it flashed across tbe rest 
of South-East Asia in weeks. 
Since tbe Thai currency was 
floated on July 2, Indonesia, 
the Philippines and Malaysia 
have all seen their stock mar- 
kets fell by 25-30 percent and 
their money lose around a 
fifth of its value. 

Mexico has only 90 million 
people; this time the crash hit 
350 milli on people. South- 
East Asia's “tiger” economies 
have all gone lame, and the 
question hangs in the air Was 
the whole notion that they had 
found tbe secret key to devel- 
opment a fantasy? 

Not according to Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammed who blames it all 
on international speculators, 
and in particular on George 
Soros, whose Quantum Fund 
famously forced the British 
pound to devalue in 1992. “All 
these countries have spent 40 
years trying to build up their 
economies,” complained 
Mahathir in mid-July, “and a 
moron tike Soros comes along 
with a lot of money to specu- 
late, and ruins things.” 

One is reminded of former 
British Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson blaming tbe “gnomes 
of Zurich” for the poor perfor- 
mance of the British pound in 
tbe 60s. But Mahathir has a 
more highly developed perse- 
cution complex. According to 


him. the speculators are not 
just out to make money. “I say 
openly, these people are 
racists,” be told CNN. ‘They 
do not want to see us prosper.” 
Mahathir is 71, and the fact 
that nobody dares to contra- 
dict him openly in Malaysia 
may have warped his judge- 
ment just a bit. For it was 
Mahathir, more than any other 


bankers, knowing that [heir 
country would be the next tar- 
get acted fast they floated the 
peso and signed up for an IMF 
loan. Indonesia resisted until 
mid-August spending most 
of its foreign exchange 
reserves, and then succumbed. 
But it was Malaysia, whose 
economy was fundamentally 
in much better shape, that 


“When you hove high-speed eco- 
nomic growth and frantic investment 
activity in countries where there is 
also high corruption and low political 
accountability, there will be crashes. 


w 


single actor, who turned the 
Thai mess into a full-blown 
regional crisis. 

Speculators in the market 
have the same function as 
wolves circling a herd of rein- 
deer they cull tbe weakest 
members, and indirectly con- 
tribute to the health of the herd 
as a whole. They are greedy, 
of course, but the ones who 
survive for a long time are 
cautious, coldly analytical, 
and completely unprejudiced: 
they only go after the obvious 
stragglers, and they make no 
distinctions of race, religion or 
politics among their prey. 

The speculators had been 
circling around the Thai econ- 
omy for more than a year, and 
die crash there was reasonably 
well controlled. Within six 
weeks, the International 
Monetary Fund and Japan led 
a group of Asian countries 
into a $16 billion package to 
bail Thailand out of its imme- 
diate debt problems. 

The Philippines central 


took the biggest hit — thunks 
to Mahathir. 

Convinced of his own 
power and innocent of any 
knowledge about how mar- 
kets w oik, Mahathir set out to 
defend Malaysia's economy 
from tbe speculators by ban- 
ning investors in the’ local 
stock market front selling 
short (Le.. betting that the 
market would fall). Foreign 
funds suddenly found that 
they could not freely dispose 
of their stocks, and rumours 
spread of the police calling on 
those who made negative 
forecasts of market behaviour. 

“Some research houses are 
not sending anything to any- 
one in written form.” 
explained a broker in Kuala 
Lumpur. “Paranoia creeps up 
on you pretty damn fast” And 
it was the panic that did the 
damage: the Malaysian stock 
market plunged (It is down 40 
percent since March), and the 
ringgit feU to a 24-year low. 

Mahathir has now rescinded 


his market controls, and both 
in Malaysia and elsewhere the 
economic turmoil has sub- 
sided. But what has this 
episode taught us about the 
bigger questions? 

First, it has rubbed in the 
Mexican lesson: When you 
have high-speed economic 
growth and frantic investment 
activity in countries where 
there is also high corruption 
and low political accountabili- 
ty, there will be crashes. 
Mexico was not an accident: it 
is a pattern. There will be 
more of these local crashes in 
“emerging markets". 

Second, the damage can be 
contained, even when major 
players make rhe wrong 
moves. The local pain may be 
very great for a while -l "I 
don't think people here realise 
just how bad it's going to get” 
said an American banker in 
Bangkok — but these coun- 
tries will recover. Even next 
year, South-East Asian 
economies will probably 
grow at 3 or 4 per cent, 
though not the customary' 7 or 

And finally, local and even 
regional meltdowns like this 
are unlikely to break through 
and affect the whole global 
economy — unless, of course, 
we were to get two or three in 
the same year. 

The long-term prospects for 
a more equal world are still 
bright A World Bank report 
published this month predicts 
that developing countries 
(Which now officially include 
both Russia and China) will 
double their share of world 
exports, from less than a quar- 
mo almost half, by the year 
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Driving Mr. 
Official 


By All K assay 

PEOPLE ALL over the 
world have individual 
interests that grip them for 
no obvious reason and that 
sometimes develop into a 
driving passion. At times 
people seek out others who 
share the same fascination 
and they form clubs. At 
others, they believe that 
discretion is the better pan 
of valour and hide their 
idiosyncrasy from society. 

The point that I am uyin® 
to make is that a phenome- 
non or an activity which 
appears mundane to the 
world at large may turn out 
to be of great interest to 
someone you know, and 
you are completely sur- 
prised one day to discover 
that this person has devoted 
a considerable amount of 
his free time and energy- 
over the years to a pursuit 
that you did not know 
existed. 

This was tbe case a few 
days ago when I discovered 
that a friend of mine turned 
out to be a student of bad 
driving habits. He believes 
that the are many ways of 
being a bad driver, and that 
one can identify' national 
traits in bad driving. 

As far as Jordanian dri- 
vers are concerned, for 
instance, he believes that 
our driving practices, bad 
at any time and by any 
standards, appear at the 
present time to have sur- 
passed all expectations and 
set new standards in this 
field — a crescendo of bad 
driving as he called it. 

This. I pointed out. is 
partly explained by the fact 
that summer has given way 
to autumn, which in Jordan 
means a spell of hotter 
weather than that of the 
preceding season, and peo- 
ple go out and about while 
they still can drive their 
cars, before rain turns our 
highways and byways into 
lakes and rivers unnaviga- 
ble by motorcars already 
unworthy of dry and put- 
holed asphalt roads. 

He conceded the point 
that congestion exacerbates 
the problem, but he main- 
tained that it did not suffice 
to explain it entirely. There 
was. he added, an utter and 
flagrant disrespect for the 
most basic rules of driving, 
or total ignorance of them. 

One peculiarity of 
Jordanian bad driving, he 
noted, is that the motorists 
that show the least regard 
for laws, rules or regula- 
tions. whether in move- 
ment or in parking, happen 
to be driving cars with red 
number plates. In other 
words, official cars. Then, 
warming up to his theme, 
he proceeded to oudine a 
plan that might simultane- 
ously relieve the problem 
of congestion and improve 
the standards of living in 
Jordan, which was charm- 
ing in its simplicity. 

Every branch of govern- 
ment, he pointed out. has a 
fleet of duty-free cars thai 
require constant maime- 
nance and eventual 
replacement. If these were 
to be reduced in number k* 
three cars per department 
for instance, and the re* 
phased out, this would save 
the country millions w J 
dinars every year. Tfu> 
money would be used v 
raise the salaries of govern- 
ment employees, Mw* 
proportion of the 
force was reduced w* 
almost two thirds to arouw 
a quarter by the very' 
act of redefining th* | . 
"government etnpi 0 )’^. 

The increment w “Jr, 
earnings would ena \ 
them to buy their fz 

which would be ' 
the government. 
not only raising the l £l 
economic activity W 
generating further t*' 
for the government- 
Moreover, when SJ ^ 
ment employees s 1 ® 1 

ving their own « rafS, | 
paying their fo'*; ^ 
who knows, the) ^ 
become more 
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Moon and mooncakes eaten at Chinese festival 


By Carrie Lee 
Reuter 


HONG KONG- — When 
Chinese bite into their 
mooncakes to celebrate the 
annual moon festival this 
year, the moon itself will be 
"eaten". 

In a rare occurrence, 
Hong Kong revellers cele- 
brating the centuries-old 
mid-autumn moon festival 
saw a total lunar eclipse. 

The festival recalls a 14Lh 
century revolt by Chinese 
who passed messages hid- 
den inside mooncakes urg- 
ing people to rebel against 
Mongolian rule. 

The festival, which fell on 
Sept. 16 this year, was the 
first since Hong Kong’s 
July 1 reunification with 
China after 156 years of 
British rule. 

As thousands of revellers 
sat on beaches and hillsides 
with barbecues and camp- 
fires, and children touted 
lanterns depicting mytho- 
logical characters, the 
earth’s shadow appeared to 
“eat” the full moon. 

The Chinese character 
meaning “eclipse” incorpo- 
rates the words for "eat” 
and “worm”. 

During the spectacular 
total lunar eclipse, which 
occurs rarely during a mid- 
autumn festival, the earth 
passes between the sun and 
the moon, blocking much 
of the sunlight that usually 
reflects off the moon and 
causes its white glow. 

“The eclipse will start 
shortly after midnight,” said 
Hong Kong observatory 
scientific officer Y.K. 
Leung a few days before 
the event. “The whole 
process will last for three 
hours and 17 minutes.” 

The moon would still be 
visible, but as a copper-red 
ball as the sun’s red light is 
refracted around the earth 
and reflects off the moon. 
“Because of the refraction 
of light, rhe moon will 
appear reddish ” Mr. Leung 
said. 

A total lunar eclipse is not 


a rare event — the last one 
visible here was in 1993 — 
but it has been 19 years 
since the last one occurred 
during the festival. 


Explanations drawn from 
rich imaginations 


Chinese explain lunar 
eclipses with rich imagina- 
tion. 

“When a lunar eclipse 
occurred, people in our 
home town would say a dog 
was eating the moon. They 
would beat cymbals to 
frighten the dog away in 
order to save the moon,” 
recalled a 90-year-old 
woman from southern 
China. 

A colourful legend Chi- 
nese have handed down 
about the moon says that 
long ago, the world was 
scorched by 10 suns that 
burned people’s skin, 
parched crops and dried up 
rivers. 

A great archer shot down 
nine of the suns, and the 
people made him king. 
After taking power, he 
ordered his subjects to 
make a pill that would keep 
him young and let him live 
forever. 

But his wife stole the 
elixir of immortality and 
when she put it into her 
mouth, she flew up to the 
moon where she met a man 
chopping a tree with a rab- 
bit sitting beside him. 

Today, with a bit of imag- 
ination, moon-gazers usual- 
ly can conjure up these 
shadows on the moon. 

The mid-autumn festival 
falls on the 15th day of the 
eighth month of the Chi- 
nese lunar calendar, and 
this year it occured when 
the moon was nearest to 
earth. 

At the festival traditional 
Chinese bakeries, decked 
out with Chinese paintings 
depicting the moon with the 
lady trapped inside it, are 
flush with boxes of sweet 
mooncakes. 


parade about with colourful 
lanterns, including tradi- 
tional candle-lit models 
shaped like fruit or animals 
and made with rattan and 
paper, or foldable paper 
lanterns. Some cany mod- 
em plastic lamps tit with 
bulbs. 

’The mid-autumn festival 
is a time of year when 
everywhere is adorned with 
colourful lanterns and other 
decorations, and the chil- 
dren are the happiest,” said 
Hugo Leung, director of the 
Flourish Cake Shop, a 
renowned mooncake maker. 

“Every year people say 
this tradition will fade out. 
But every year we see busi- 
ness growing ” he said. 

Mooncakes are usually 
sold starling in June. But 
this year bakeries began 
selling them in may, target- 
ing tourists here for the 
handover of Hong Kong to 
China. 

“This year we started sell- 
ing mooncakes earlier to 
echo the festive atmosphere 
during the handover,” said 
Mr. Leung. 

Traditional mooncakes 
are desserts that have a 
brown crust and are filled 
with lotus seed paste or 
bean paste with salted duck 
egg yolks, or with melon 
seeds, nuts and ham. 

The rich variety of moon- 
cakes sold in Hong Kong 
today would have baffled 
those who first made them 


centuries ago. 

There are ice-coloured 
mooncakes stuffed with all 
flavours of paste ranging 
from green beans to cap- 
puccino to tropical durian 
fruit. 


Hong Kong children 
select lanterns on 
display outside a 
store in Sheung 
( Reuter photo ) 


Children and lanterns 
At the festival children 
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Maori want tattooed heads 


returned to New Zealand 


By Matthew Brocket! 
Reuter 


Thejy began to trade 


WELLINGTON — A 
dried Maori head 
recently Unearthed in 
Britain* is one of more 
than _ 170 

■■mokomokai” (literal- 
ly pel heads) outside 
new Zealand that 
Maori want Returned. 

The preserved heads, 
their faces adorned 
with rhe exquisite 
anciem an of ‘moko’ 
tattoo, were highly 
prized by 1 9th century 
European traders. But 
for Maori, the cultural 
significance of The 
heads far outweighs 
their historic value. 

“Unless we bring 
them back to their 
home, they won’t be 
able to rest.” said one 
Maori leader. Sir Gra- 
ham Latimer. “It’s 
only right that we 
repatriate the remains 
of our ancestors.” 

There are about 127 
heads in foreign muse- 
ums. although they are 
rarely exhibited due to 
their cultural sensitivi- 
ty, and more than 50 
are thought to be pri- 
vately held overseas. 

A macabre fascina- 
tion with the painted 
“savage” head 

British explorer Cap- 
tain James Cook was 
the first European to 
bring a mokomokai 
back to the “civilised” 
world, after the head 
of a 14-vear-old Maori 
boy was’ sold to a natu- 
ralist on board Cook’s 
ip endeavour in 

.70. 

Maori soon realised 
they could capitalise 
on * Europeans’ 

macabre fascination 
with the tattooed 
heads of “savages”. 


the heads for rifles and 
muskets to fight the 
early European settlers 
and "wage their inter- 
tribal wars. 

“The heads were 
regarded as curiosities 
in Europe,” said Dave 
Simmons, a retired 
Auckland Museum 
ethnologist and expert 
on Maori artefacts. 

“They became very 
much sought after, 
firstly because they 
were’ preserved human 
remains in the same 
sense as Egyptian 
mummies, but even 
more so because of the 
method of tattooing, 
the method of carving 
the skin which was 
completely astonish- 
ing to Europeans.” 

The Maori art of 
raoko tattoo indicates 
rank and man a (pres- 
tige). The more intri- 
cate and beautiful the 
moko, the higher the 
person's standing — 
and the higher the 
price their head could 

The mokoed heads of 
some great Maori 
chiefs found their way 
into European hands. 
Often, however, a tat- 
too would be done 
posthumously to repli- 
cate the designs exclu- 
sive to warriors or 
chiefs and increase the 
worth of the head. 

There are gruesome 
stories of five, tat- 
tooed-to-order slaves 


“There are records of 
ship captains parading 
down a line or people 
with tattoos ana say- 
ing ‘I want that one, 
that one and that 
he said. 


one 


Horror stories hide 
ancient cultural art 


But beneath these 
head-hunting horror 
stories hides a deeply 
sensitive and treasured 
cultural art. 

The preservation of 
heads, through a high- 
ly skilled embalmiog 
process, was the way 
in which Maori kept 
alive the memories of 
their loved ones and 
their chiefs. 

“It was an ancient 
Maori custom that 
when people died 
away from their home 
village, they would 


plump the face out 
again. 

The eyes were nor- 
mally sewn shut and, 
if it was the head of a 
friend, the lips were 
sewn shut as well. If it 
was the head of an 
enemy, the lips were 
left open, exposing the 
teeth as a sign of war 
or tapu (taboo). 

The head was often 
decorated with green- 
stone jewellery, and 
the hair dressed with 
feathers. 


Maori want heads of 
their ancestors back 


preserve perhaps the 


lead, perhaps the 
heart, and take that 
back for the tangi 
(funeral)," said Mr. 
Simmons. 

He said the preserva- 
tion of heads was also 
a method of extracting 
revenge for past 
wrongs. 

“The relatives and 


the widows of the peo- 
ple who had been 


being paraded in front 
of colonial soldiers. 


shii 


17 


who selected the most 
handsome native face 
to be cold-bloodedly 
beheaded. 

Mr. Simmons said 
there is more than a 
grain of truth to the 
tales. 


wronged could not go 
on the war party, but 
the heads of their ene- 
mies could be pre- 
served and taken back 
to the village, where 
they would be 
despised.” 

The heads were 
steamed in earth 
ovens, or umu pits, 
and when cooked, trib- 
al elders would 
express the fat and 
flesh from underneath 
the skin, replacing it 
with flax fibre to 


Maori Affairs Minis- 
ter Tau Henare has 
said he wants to 
retrieve the Maori 
head dug up in the 
English city of Liver- 
pool in August. It was 
discovered in a grave 
along with the head of 
an aboriginal warrior. 

But Mr. Henare and 
other Maori leaders 
have also called for 
the return of all tat- 
tooed Maori heads 
from foreign collec- 
tions, saying they are 
at the cnix of several 
Maori grievances. 

“The return of these 
items forms a vital 
part of the healing 
process for a number 
of Maori,” Sir Graham 
said. 

Mr. Simmons, who 


has just completed a 
" the 


listing of all the Maori 
artefacts in Europe, 
said that in addition to 
the mokomokai, thou- 
sands of other Maori 
artefacts are held over- 


seas. 

There are 3,300 sit- 
ting in the British 
Museum alone. 




t t jJU jhu-SJI 

It's not just a Movie Theatre f 
It’s a mind blowing revolution. 


Opening today in the heart of Abdoun, a visual experience 
known only in dreams in a most unique and sophisticated 
atmosphere. , 

(jdlhxjx 1 and (joSSMAj 2 will bring the latest movies 
through state-of-the-art light effects and sound systems. 



Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10.30, 
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8 Economy 


Iraq concludes $83 million 
deals with Jordanian firms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraq 
has concluded contracts 
with 35 Jordanian 
industrial institutions to 
purchase goods worth 
more than $83 million 
within the framework of 
the U.N.-Iraqi oil-for- 
food deal which allows 
Baghdad to sell up to $2 
billion every six months 
to buy food and medi- 
cine. 

An announcement 
from the Amman 
Chamber of Industry 
Tuesday said that the 
Jordanian goods to be 
exported to Iraq under 
these contracts include: 
Soap, detergents and 
table salt noting that the 
Jordanian businesses 


won the tenders in the 
face of stiff competition 
from Arab and foreign 
industrial firms adding 
that more Jordanian 
bids to sell other goods 


prices for their high 
quality goods, said the 


to Iraq under the same 
U.N.-ur 


raq deal are being 
studied by Iraq and the 
concerned U.N. agen- 
cies. 

Success in winning 
the contracts was a 
direct result of the 
major efforts exerted by 
the industrial institu- 
tions whose proprietors 
seem to have acquired 
vast experience in deal- 
ing with tenders and on 
the needs of Iraqi mar- 
kets and so they submit- 
ted bids with reasonable 


statement. 

The statement further 
pointed out that the 
Iraqi goyernment has 
set special specifica- 
tions for goods it wants 
to import from other 
countries noting that the 
Jordanian industrial 
institutions seem to 
have guaranteed their 
products to cater to 
these specifications. 

According to the state- 
ment delivering of the 
goods will take place 
within 45 days after let- 
ters of credit have been 
opened, noting that the 
Jordanian mdus trial 
institutions have com- 


themselves 
the 


goods 


to 

on 


mitted 
deliver 
time. 

The chamber s state- 
ment noted that Jordan- 
ian pharmaceutical 
firms are • currently 
engaged in a fierce 
competition with Arab 
and foreign firms in 
order to win contracts 
together worth $210 
million and it is hoped 
that they will acquire a 
good share of the trans- 
action. 

Under the oil-for-food 
deal, Jordanian industri- 
al institutions can sell 
up to $400 million 
worth of food and med- 
icines. 


the 

Barbecue 
You Can 
Eat 
Every 
Thursday 


* '/ the Terrace, by the 
pod, enjoy mcutfi-v^pnng 
barbecue, grilled exactly 
the way you want it. 

On the side, have your 
fill ot fr-is,h iront:; 
from our salad bar. 

Dino ai fresco 
accompanied by five 
music from our triu 
Starline Band. 

All this fcrcnly JD12 
par person, all inclusive. 
Every Thursday night, 

8:00.10 1 1 .30 p.m. 

For reservations, please 
call 636511 ext. 6532. 



Lebanon 
economic 
activity 
rises in 
July 


BEIRUT (R) — 

Lebanon's economic 
activity rose in July to 
its highest level in 
almost a year, the 
Bank of Lebanon said 
in its latest monthly 
bulletin Monday. 

The Central Bank 
said its coincident 
indicator of economic 
activity rose to 177.8. 
its highest level since 
August 1996 when it 
stood at 182.1. It was 
174.1 in June. 

The indicator, 
which takes January 
1993 as 100. com- 
bines 12 economic 
series including 
imports. exports, 
electricity output and 
airport and port activ- 
ity. 

The bank created 
the indicator because 
of a lack of reliable 
data in Lebanon since 
the 1975-90 war, 
whil<None> ch pre- 
vents precise calcula- 
tion of gross domestic 
product and economic 
growth. 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at ...» 16/08/97 16:33 



USD 

lii?l 

EZJ 

ten 

JPY 


1 

NLG 

iFRFj 

US Dollar 

- 

1.7685 

0.6278 

1.4500 

121.12 

f 1.3915 


1J910 


DE Mark 

0.5655 

- 

0J547 

0A196 

68.40 



1.1258 


GB Starling 

1-5934 

2.8175 

. 

2.3086 

192.91 



3.1717 


CH Frmc 

0.6897 

121.90 

0.4326 

- 

83.41 



137.41 


JP Yen 

0.0083 

1.4595 

0.5179 

1.1965 

. 

1.1487 

14.24 

164.33 


CA Dollar 

0.7186 

1.3087 

0.4565 

1.0739 

1.15 

. 

1272.94 

1.4717 


ITUra 

0.0006 

1.0246 

0.3836 

0.0840 

1426.74 

0.8064 

. 

11.54 


NL Guilder 

05023 

8SJ0 

0.3150 

72.80 

SO. 76 

0.6986 

666.06 

■ 


FR Franc 

0.1683 

0.2976 

0.1056 

24.3999 

2036 

0.2342 

33.51 

33.5100 
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Ci 


US Dollar 


0.7090 

3.7504 

EM 

3.6402 

0.3043 


1537.00 


Jordan Dinar 


. 

5-2897 


5.1343 

0.4291 

5.1803 

2167.84 


Saudi Riyal 


0.1B90 

- 

Kta 

037 

0.0811 

0.98 

409.82 

0.9058 

Bahrain Dinar 


1.8807 

9-9483 

- 

9.66 

0.8071 

9.74 

4077.03 

9.0108 

Qatar Dinar 


0.1948 

1.03Q3 

1.0303 

- 

0.0836 

1A1 

422.23 

0.9332 

Kuwait Dinar 

3^868 

2.3303 

12.3267 

1.2391 

■ 11.96 

- 

12.07 

5051.77 


Emirates Dinar 

0^723 

0.1930 

1.0211 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0828 

- 

418.48 

0.9249 

Lebanese' 1000 

0.65 

0.46T3 

2.4401 

0.2453 

2-3684 

0.1980 

2.3896 

- 

£2101 

Egyptian 

0.2944 

0^087 

1.1040 

0.1110 

1.0716 

0.0896 

1.0812 

452.46 
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Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


Oils 


J Brent 
W.Tera 
Bonny 
Dubai 
UL Gas 


Lest 


IB. 33 
19.50 
18.33 
17.60 
206.00 


revioud 


18.34 
19.27 
1634 
17.70 
208 M 


Currency 


SARiyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
SH Dinar 
CY Pound 


USD 


0.2666 

0.2723 

34868 

03770 

1.9063 


DEM 


0.4716 

0.4816 

5.814 

4.6926 

33688 


GBP 


0.1674 

0.1709 

2.0636 

1.6653 

1.1954 


CHF 


0.3868 

0.395 

4.7687 

33476 

2.7619 


JPY 


32.303 

3£9SB 

398.25 

32134 

230.64 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rales {Bid) 


Metal 

mzm 

EUCi 

■ 


BB 

■9 

mm 


oai 

Gold (oz s) 

320.8 

321.3 


\xL 9 A'M 
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Sliver (oz's) 

4.66 

4.68 


USD 

5.40 


5.53 



Platinum (oz's) 

422.5 

424.5 


GBP 

7.06 


7.21 



AL (3 Months) 

1609 

1610 


JPY 

0.43 


0.50 

0.47 


CU (3 Months) 

2072 

2073 


DEM 

3.13 

3.16 

3.32 

3^0 

3.56 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1410 

1415 


FRF 

3.21 

3.28 

3.40 

3.52 

3.65 

Lead (3 Months) 

641 

K3 


CHF 

1^5 

1.34 

1.59 

1.71 

1.87 

NJ (3 Months) 

6425 

ESI 


ITL 

6.61 

6-54 

6.43 

6.16 

5.98 


Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 

lllZ-1 


era 


EE3 - 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

7790.39 

69.25 

0.9 

7811.5 

7722.8 

7721.1 

Newyork 

S&P500 

93X37 

13.6 

1.48 

93446 

919.77 

919.77 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4976.8 

73.9 

1.51 

4977.1 

4876.8 

4902.9 

Tokyo 

MKKIE 225 

17974.S 

8.7 

0.05 

18037 

17673 


Paris 

CAC40 

2940.55 

41.93 

1.45 

29494 

2878.8 

2B98.B 1 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

389845 

78.62 

2.06 

3910.1 

3840.4 

3820.1 | 


Energy 


JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 

Coffee (c'lbs) 

150.83 

Spot 

Cocoa (lion) 

1689 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

315 

Spot 

Wheat ($/ton)' 

1374 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

22.72 

■ Spot - 

Taa (stg/kg) 

150 

Spot 

Barley (Slssh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (lion) 

430 

Spot 


Currency 

m sa 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Startling 

1.1331 

1.1388 

DE Mark 

0.4011 

0.4031 

. CH Franc 

0.4883 

0.4907 

FR Franc 

0.1193 

0.1199 

JP Yen 

0.5851 

0.588 

NL Guilder 

0.3563 

0.3581 

IT Lira 

0.411 

0.4131 

* Source: Centra 

Banko 

Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 A Roosevelt 
5 Unit of volume 
10 Fanner's place 
1.4 Roman poet 

15 Bombastic 

16 Native American 

17 BOWS 

20 Powdery residue 

21 Harden 

22 Misplaces 

23 Cape — , Mass. 

24 On the town? 

25 BOWS 
<33 Certain 

Egyptians 

34 Riverboat*s 
sight 

35 Person 
addressed 

• 36 In the know 

37 Some 
grandmothers 

38 Helm position 

39 Necklace for a 
luau 

40 He wrote ‘John 
Brown’s Body* 

41 Quick shot 

42 BOWS 

45 Self 

46 British isle 

47 Frighten 

50 Madagascar 

mammal 
53 Edble tuber 
56 BOWS' cause 

59 James — Carter 

60 Uncle Miftie 

61 Assam worm's 

product 

62 Spur 

63 Eskimo 

64 Means' partner 


1 

2 

| 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 
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by Betty Jorgensen 


DOWN 

1 Pop 

2 Sts. 

3 Full of calories 

4 Rumpus 

5 Easels 

6 Ballerina's skirt 

7 Arab VIP 

8 Break into 
pieces 

9 Netherlands dty 

10 Indicate 

11 Amor’s 
counterpart 


12 Having fewer 
calories 

13 Not as much 

18 Violent 
disturbances 

19 Fonda film 

23 Roman 
“Censor" 

24 Some bills 

25 Error 

26 Of Sight 

27 Custard 
desserts 

28 Rejuvenate 

29 Shaped Eke an 

egg 

30 Stocking 
material 

31 Active ones 

32 Winter bird treat 

33 Fountain 
request 

37 Infamous fiddler 

38 In a short time 

40 Sire 

41 Pint production 

43 News giver 

44 Talisman 

47 Short distance 
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A1 rignt$ reserved. 


46 Blacken 

49 Start for plans 
or space 

50 Mortgage 

51 Unbleached 
color 

52 Bamako's land 


53 Norse creator of 
the cosmos 

54 Frigid 

55 Questions 

57 Baseball stat 

58 Take advantage 
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ARIES: (March 2] to Anrii 

19) Its still a very busy 

but now you’re in contmV 
You’re able to concentrate 
your efforts and your atten- 
tion. AJJ the emergencies are 
handled, so you can relax 
back into your dull routine 
— for about half an hour 
Then you’ll start creating 
things. ^ 

TAURUS; (April 29 to May 
201 Somebody with a hot 
temper could go off today, a 
little of that goes a long way 
with you. If you know some- 
body like that, give him OT 
her a lot of room. If you owe 
them anything, pay up. 
your part, then get out of the 
way. Let somebody else 
catch the flak. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
2 1 ) It is not cheating to dele- 
gate. In fact, it is highly rec. 
oramended. You’ve been 
stretched a little thin lately. 
Meanwhile, your sweetheart 
wants complete control. You 
don’t like that much. He or 
she is insisting you finish 
something you started. That 
part’s a pretrv good idea. 
MOON CHILDREN: ( June 22 
to July 21) The boss might 
be watching you today. If 
you're a student, it’s a pro- 
fessor who must be obeyed. 
An amazing educational 
experience is available to 
you. Instead of resisting, 
comply. Don’t get your feel- 
ings hurt. You have control 
over how you react. That’s 
part of the lesson. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Although you’re still think- 
ing about financial matters, 
you're not feeling quite so 
tense. You have confidence 
that everything wiJl workout 
for the best. You still need.to 
get organised, so continue 
with that project. There’s 
money coming in. and you 
need to have a plan. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) You could have a 
legacy coming in. Or maybe 
it’s a gram you’ve applied 
for. It could be a promotion 
or a new project. Whatever, 
it’s increasing your responsi- 
bilities. It’s also giving you 
the chance to show what you 
know. Wow ‘era! 

LIBRA: (September 23 tn 
October 22) A friend is not 
going along with your com- 
plaints. instead, you could 
get a good swift Lick. You’ll 
have to get up and set going. 
You need to be confronted 
every once in a while, it 
keeps you from getting 
lethargic. No chance of that 
today! 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 2 1 ) A co-worker 
may want to test you. The 
stated reason is to make sure 
you're doing the job proper- 
ly. Actually, it will be more 
like a competition to see 
who’s the best. This is good 
for you. It makes both of you 
move faster. Look at it as a 
game. It could even be fun! 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 

mber 22 to December 21) 
You're lucky today. So when 
the boss asks what you've 
accomplished, speak right 
up. Mention the high points 
first. After you’ve listed 
them ail. you can ask for 
help with a difficult job. This 
task will leave a much better 
impression than if you recite 
the problem areas first. 
CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) You want 
to travel, but there are lots of 
chores that need your atten- 
tion at home. This weekend 
will be a great time for a 
romantic rendezvous, at your 
house. Clean up your place 
thoroughly first Don't rest 
until you have your tntitf 
living environment perfect. 

AQUARIUS: (January » 

February 19) This is a grtfl 
time to begin an educational 
project. You need to be 
ing classes soon. If y°*J 
apply both your skills and 
your imagination, you ca® 
accomplish just about any" 
thing. So don’t let 
considerations or old fe* 15 
get tn the way. 

PISCES: (February 2D » 
March 20) You don't J®? 
balancing the ehequrfjwj 
vety much, but a 
yours thinks it’s fun. 
trade. You could can Jj* 
tomatoes or take all the kt© 
to the park for a few fx*** 

Set it up so both 
doing what you f 11 ™' 
Where there’s a will, 0®* ’ 
a way. 
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^ 5? review of news from t. fie Mrabic press 

Jordan Cooperative Corporation to 
reschedule JD20m of farmers’ debts 

** JORDAN COOPERATIVE Corporation expects to 
collect between JD 150,000 and JD200.000 a month 
after rescheduling more tfian JD20 million of agricul- 
tural loans owed by farmers and cooperative societies. 
The corporation’s board of directors has this week 
approved the formation of a central committee to col- 
lect and reschedule the loans and has authorised the 
director general of the corporation to carry out the 
rescheduling. 

The committee was authorised to find out the volume 
of loans by regions and to form secondary committees 
in the govemorares in order to contact the borrowers 
and col lea the unrepaid sums, the director general. 
Khaled Al Tayyeb, said. He indicated that the resched- 
uling of the loans would facilitate the repayment as 
most borrowers are fanners who are passing through 
difficult financial conditions. 

Mr. Tayyeb explained that the committee has adopt- 
ed the same bases used by the Ministry of Finance in 
rescheduling and collecting the loans. In this context, 
borrowers who have dues exceeding JD20.000 have to 
repay the loan within a maximum of eight years. Loans 
not exceeding JD 1,000 each should be repaid within 
one year (Al Dustour). 


Arab Bank launches 
capital guaranteed fund 

.ARAB BANK is launching a new Capital Guaranteed 
Fund across the Middle Hast, which will give investors the 
opportunity of investing in a fund that guarantees the 
security of their capita}, whilst providing potentially high- 
er returns than traditional deposit and savings accounts. 
The new Capital Guaranteed Fund was launched in Jor- 
dan. Palestine and Lebanon on 13 September and will 
close on 13 October. A second tranche of the fund will 
also be launched in Egypt, UAE, Qatar. Bahrain and 
Cyprus on 27 September and will close on 27 October. 
Full details of the fund are available through Arab Bank’s 
extensive branch network. In addition, Arab Bank has 
placed a team of specially trained Investment Executives 
in major branch locations throughout the Middle East who 
will provide detailed information on the fund. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“The way 1 see it, if you put onions 
and green peppers on your pizza, 
it’s the same as eating a salad." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
j by Henri Arnold and Mike Argtrior 


UnscramWe those four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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F 



_ 

_ 





i ZOAMAN 


□J 

r 

□ 

/ ' 


Make sure it 
tails safety 


A LUMBERJACK 
TCIES TO AVOIP 
TH15. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : AN “ |^ XK XIX TT 

(Answers Monday; 

„ | ,. dav , I Jumbles: BEFOG GAUGE ISLAND FELONY 
’ I Answer: When it wasn't this it was that - 
ONE "FINE" DAY 


Citibank, MasterCard launch 
India’s first debit card 


BOMBAY (AFP) — 
Citibank N.A and Master- 
Card International launched 
India's first debit card here 
Tuesday, with officials pre- 
dicting a quick takeoff for 
the business in a country 
with 200 million bank 
account holders. 

“We are the first financial 
institution in India to partic- 
ipate in Maestro, the world’s 
largest online debit pro- 
gramme from MasterCard 
International," Ashoke Dutt, 
Citibank’s global consumer 
bank head, told a news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Dun said the debit 
cards would enable Citibank 
customers to directly access 


their bank accounts from 
merchant establishments 
and pay for a wide range of 
goods with their current Any 
Time Money cards. 

A credit card customer 
pays later for purchases, 
while purchases on a debit 
card are debited instantly, 
via an electronic funds 
transfer system, from the 
customer’s bank account, 
putting the card company at 
no risk. 

Mr. Dutt said that by the 
end of December about 
1,000 debit card terminals 
would be set up in India. 

Andre Sekulic, deputy 
presidentat MasterCard Asia 
Pacific, said India, with 200 


million bank account hold- 
ers, had the potential for 50 
million debit card holders in 
five years time. 

,w We are talking to 23 
banks, including six foreign 
banks, to introduce our debit 
cards in India,” he said. 

Mr. Sekulic said India pro- 
vided an “enormous 
opportunity” for the debit 
card business, which bad 
seen “phenomenal growth” 
since it was introduced into 
the Asia-Pacific region in 
November 1993. 

“The Maestro card will 
see a paradigm shift in the 
payments system across 
India and will be widely 
accepted by banks and cus- 


tomers. 

Touting its advantages, be 
said it reduced bank transac- 
tion costs, allowed more 
efficient accounting, and 
would be welcomed by cus- 
tomers averse to buying on 
credit 

l We now have 32 milli on 
debit card customers in the 
region. By 2000 we are con- 
fident tins number will rise 
to 100 million,” he said. 

Mr. Sekulic said Australia, 
South Korea, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong were the fastest 
growing debit card markets 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 


Jordan plans private power plant next year 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan expects 
to award a contract to a strategic 
investor to build, own and oper- 
ate (BOO) the country's first 


independently run power plant 
by the second " 
officials said Tuesday 


half of next year, 


The Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources expects to 
announce by year-end a shortlist 
of the firms who have submitted 
prequalification documents for 
the estimated 300-400 megawatt 


capacity power plant. 

It expected to award the BOO 
plant by the second half of next 
year, ministry officials said. 

Over 80 companies, among 
them Internationa] firms involved 
in power generation, have 
already received the prequalifica- 
tion documents for tne plant. 

The ministry has extended to 
Sept. 30 the closing date for 
companies to submit their docu- 
ments. 


The U.S. firm K&M Engineer- 
ing and Consulting Corporation 
is already acting as an adviser to 
the ministry in both the prequali- 
fication process and setting the 
terms of reference, which are 
also expected to be completed by 
year-end. Jordan hopes the pro- 
ject, part of plans to privatise the 
power generation sector, will be 
commissioned by 2001. 


2UMX42VX* FINANCIAL MARXST 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANX 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P/E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 


346.000 241.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.5 

1.19 

9 

3700 

1242260 

340.00 

336.00 

4.00- 

N 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

23 

9600 

19105 

1.98 

1.99 

.01+ 


3.600 

2.760 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6.3 

0.00 

9 

880 

2647 

3.00 

3.00 

— 


2.480 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

8.9 

7.03 

3 

500 

1128 

2.25 

2.25 

— 


5.200 

4.600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

14.9 

3.90 

13 

1SIS0 

75296 

4.97 

4.97 

- 


1.050 

.750 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.5 

9.21 

13 

8596 

6481 

.75 

.76 

.01+ 


3.800 

3.080 

JOR. I NV. FIN. BANK 

21.9 

0.00 

3 

28950 

98430 

3.40 

3.40 

— 


2.280 

.390 

BEIT. AL-MAL (HEITNA) 

.6 

15.31 

6 

6000 

5823 

-98 

.98 

- 


1.440 

.850 

PH I LAD EL- INV . BK. 

9 

0.00 

11 

11334 

10425 

.92 

.92 

- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 240.32 *CBG: 

-0.89 

90 

84710 

1461593 





l.BSO 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PHR- 

8.5 

5.68 

49 

24786 

43764 

1.77 

1.76 

.01- 

T 

2.560 

1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

16.0 

4.28 

10 

... 1642 

4417 

2.56 

2.69 

.13+ 


6.100 

4.100 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

13.8 

4.44 

2 

150 

675 

4.60 

4.50 

.10- 


1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 


0.00 

5 

771 

1062 

1.39 

1.38 

.01- 


1.790 

1.150 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

19.0 

0.00 

1 

100 

125 

1.19 

1.2S 

.06+ 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL. INV -EDUC. 

8.7 

0.00 

8 

6000 

20100 

3.35 

3.35 

- 


1.220 

.930 

ZARKA EDUCATION 


0.00 

3 

450 

450 

1.01 

1.00 

.01- 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.25 

5 

1700 

2980 

1.75 

1.76 

.01+ 


1.010 

.640 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

5 

1250 

898 

.72 

.72 

- - 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 109.96 Z CBG: 

-0.47 

88 

36849 

74471 





lllOO 

.930 

ATTANQEEB 

9 

0.00 

1 

1500 

1500 

1.Q0 

1.00 

- 


4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

25.9 

2.86 

23 

4893 

18741 

3.84 

3.84 

— 


4.140 

3.000 

JOR- PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.4 

2.67 

1 

2000 

7500 

3.75 

3.75 

- 


7.050 

5.400 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.0 

3.33 

4 

650 

3900 

6.15 

6.00 

-15- 


10.900 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL -REF INARY 

10.4 

8-31 

67 

6052 

64777 

10.48 

10.70 

.22+ 


3.260 

1.620 

INDUSTRIAL COHM.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

5 

1000 

1638 

1.68 

1.65 

.03- 

T 

4.640 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. KANT- 

12.8 

4.29 

42 

8231 

38150 

4.60 

4.66 

.06+ 


1.800 

1.270 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

15.7 

6.30 

1 

1000 

1270 

1.27 

1.27 

- 


3.330 

2.700 

JOR. PAPER CARDBD- 

15.8 

0.00 

4 

1166 

3264 

2.82 

2.80 

.02- 

1 

5-850 

4.300 

DAH ALDAWA DV.INV. 

14.6 

4.20 

14 

6803 

40143 

5.85 

5.95 

.10+ 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM.IND. 

5.9 

10.00 

7 

1050 

2599 

2.41 

2.50 

.09+ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

9.9 

0.00 

9 

9483 

4456 

.47 

.47 

— 


1.280 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

31.5 

0.00 

2 

88 

90 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

3 

7000 

3640 

.52 

.52 



1.200 

.510 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

7 

6950 

3825 

.56 

.55 

.01- 


2.980 

1.510 

ONIV.CHEH.IHDS. 

13.7 

6.58 

1 

200 

304 

1.52 

1.52 

— 


3.000 

2.070 

NATL. CABLE WIRE. UFA C 

35.3 

0.00 

3 

121 

267 

2.15 

2.20 

.05+ 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SOLPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

3 

900 

556 

.62 

.62 

- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CBEM. 

17.1 

5.22 

4 

414 

554 

1.34 

1.34 

— 


1-880 

1.080 

UNIV. MOD N- INDS- 

P 

.20 

7 

4850 

6111 

1.25 

. 1-26 

.01+ 


1.S10 

.910 

JOR. INDS. RESCOHCES 

12.2 

10.99 

1 

2SO 

228 

-91 

.91 



1-620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.7 

4.49 

4 

1100 

1716 

1.57 

1.56 

.01- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.2 

0.00 

11 

6042 

5021 

.84 

.83 

.01- 


2.090 

1.340 

EL -LAY READY WEAR 

54.5 

0.00 

4 

300 

465 

1.55 

1.55 



1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.2 

0.00 

4 

320 

365 

1.16 

1.14 

.02- 


1.170 

.860 

UNION CM. fi VZG. 

53.6 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1180. 

1.15 

1.18 

.03+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 120.93 *CHGi 

-0.75 

233 

73363 

212258 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 174 

69 *CHG: 

-O.B1 

411 

194922 

1748321 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 
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"" 



.710 

.410 

MACH. EQP. RENT. MAIN. 

7 

0.00 

1 

3000 

1470 

.50 

.49 



.630 

.340 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

650 

.34 




.650 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

11.2 

0.00 

29 

27650 

11339 

.41 

.42 



.950 

.540 

JOR. FIN. INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

25 

111800 

76042 





.840 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

22 

67012 

16081 

.74 

.74 



.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

760 




N 

.950 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

1 

10000 

8500 




N 

-950 

-610 

AL-DAWCIYAH 75* 

73.9 

0.00 

4 

850 

442 





.730 

.490 

ARAB FOOD C MED. 

9 

0.00 

1 

300 

147 





.570 

.380 

ARAB INTL. INV.TRD. 

47.2 

0.00 

11 

9000 

3690 





.750 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENC . KAMI CO 

9 

0.00 

22 

12706 

54;6 




N' 

.960 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

11.2 

0.00 

1 

2000 

1860 





.730 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

286 






1.190 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

S 

212 

194 





.730 

.550 

RADI PHARM. 85* 

E 

0.00 

38 

63917 

33584 





.570 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

300 





.860 

.690 

INDS. CERAMIC 

18.4 

0.00 

3 

316 

221 





.760 

.470 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

1 

10000 






.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

2 ' 

700 





N 

1.000 

.690 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

97.4 

0.00 

13 

15000 

5750 





.860 

.580 

MID. EAST OOMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 

5 

8000 

4880 

.61 

.61 


GRAND TOTAL 





192 

347749 

177787 

. 




+ : N«w 12 months low 
N : LLflted during the past 12 months 
P : P/E ratio ia 100 or more 
9 : Negative p/E 

8 : Earning is zero or N/A for the most recent year 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt, Qatar reach transport accord 

MANAMA( A P) — Egypt’s Suez Canal Authority has 
reached an agreement with Qatar granting tankers carry- 
ing liquefied natural gas from Qatar to Europe a 35 per 
cent discount, the authority confirmed Tuesday. Under 
the agreement. Qatar will transport a total of one million 
tonnes of gas to Spain on 13 voyages between Oct. 1 and 
Dec. 30 of this year, said a canal authority official, 
speaking on customary condition of anonymity. The 
price for each tanker will be set according to how much 
gas it is carrying, minus 35 per cent, the official added. 
The authority periodically reviews the rates for all 
tankers and vessels, and the next review is scheduled for 
late September or early October. The discount for Qatar 
will apply under the new rates. 


Britain to decide on euro 

i 

LONDON lAFP) — Britain will announce before the 
end of the year whether it wUl join the single European 
currency when it is due to be introduced on January 1, 
1999, a press report said here Tuesday. The Daily Tele- 
graph, quoting senior government sources, said the deci- 
sion would almost certainly go against immediate entry 
and would come just weeks before Britain begins its six- 
month presidency of the EU in January 1998. The paper 
noted that such an announcement would allow Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown to chair meetings of 
EU finance ministers without his government’s position 
being subject to speculation. Britain's Labour govern- 
ment has until now virtually ruled out participation in the 
euro at the scheduled launch date. However, Mr. Brown 
introduced a measure of flexibility into the official posi- 
tion in July when he said he wanted an "open and intel- 
ligent" debate on the merits of Britain joining the 
planned European monetary union. 


Italy issues new banknote 

ROME (R) — Italy’s central bank issued a new 500,000 
lire (S290) bill Monday, probably the last banknote it 
will release before the launch of a European currency, 
bank officials said. Some 30 milli on of the new 500,000 
lire bill, Italy's largest, were issued. The new half-mil- 
lion lire bill will be replaced by the euro by January 1, 
1999 at the latest. Bank of Italy Vice-Director General 
Antonio Finocchiaro said. Mr. Finocchiaro said that 
despite the bill's high value — one-third of the monthly 
salary of the majority of Italians — it would not spur 
inflation. But the banknote, which depicts three paint- 
ings by Italian 15th century painter Raphael, was not 
well received by consumer groups. “Introducing bills of 
a higher value always means lowering the consideration 
given to spending,” the consumer group ADOC said. 
“And losmg a banknote worth 500,000 hurts everyone, 
but especially retirees whose pension is 600,000 to 
700.000 lire.” 

Credit card users face additional fees 

HANOI (AFP) — Using Visa or MasterCards to draw 
cash in Vietnam could be more expensive beginning nexi 
month as the State Bank of Vietnam is allowing banks to 
impose a fee of up to three per cent on all cash advances, 
a report said Tuesday. As card issuers can already charge 
a fee of four per cent of the withdrawn amount, using the 
card to get cash in Vietnam could result in a whopping 
seven per cent charge, the official Saigon limes daily 
said. Tiie decision to allow banks to impose the fee on 
cash advances in Vietnamese dong and foreign curren- 
cies was made to restrict foreigners from drawing large 
amounts of cash at banks, a central bank official said. 
People using the cards to pay for purchases will not have 
to pay any fee. The newspaper quoted Nguyen Nbat 
Trung, director of the Credit Card Centere of the Asian 
Commercial Bank, as saying the decision would dis- 
courage customers from using their credii cards. 


r 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 


Located in Sweifiyeh, Abbas Al Say eh sub- 
street, branching off the U.S. embassy street, 
behind the Chinese Restaurant, House No#9. 
Consisting of three bedrooms, 3 salons, 3 
bathrooms, 3 verandas - new Karara Italian 
marble floors for salons and corridors - water 
reservoir, games hall, maid and storage 
room, central heating, two garages, spacious 
garden with trees and satellite. 

Offer for diplomatic missions, directors of 
foreign companies, regional offices and 
international organisations. 

Please call owner directly at 810980 
during the day and Tel. 861025 at night. 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in!8k Gold . 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Rea! 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

• JUMBO photo size 

30% larger, 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm , 


Shmeteanl - Opposite 
Grimttays Bank. 

Phone: 604042 

SweifiehTeJ: 823891 


SECURITY 



EE ~ 

GASTRONOMY- 1 ! 


w 

crown MOTEL 

•OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
■ TENNIS 
SQUASH 
COURTS 
’ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
[Radio & tv station RO. 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 

699634 EXT. 42 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Evwy 30 Minutes from Abdati 
to Airport and Back 



For Further Details cafl 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaB Branch 653313 


Sr 


■■n 



Quaffly Serviced Suites 

• Oac & Two Bedrooms * FuBy 
Equipped KUAeneffcs - M lj & 
Mum Stay ■ Reasonable Rett* 


5th Cueic 

Td. 6^?(S72 Fax 674551 




Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


S ANABE L 

Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei 864230 — 865167 
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Newcastle relishing UEFA 


clash with Spanish giants 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
Newcastle face a 
Champions’ League show- 
down with Barcelona, one 
of the biggest clubs in the 
world, on the back of a 3-1 
home defeat to Wimbledon, 
the smallest club in the 
Premiership. 

But Newcastle’s England 
midfielder Robert Lee 
believes Saturday's humilia- 
tion. which ended a 13- 
match unbeaten run. could 
work to Newcastle’s advan- 
tage on one of the biggest 
games in the club’s history 
on Wednesday. 

Lee said: “The lads can't 
wait for Wednesday nighi to 
put things right and be able 
to put Saturday's disaster 
show out of our system. 

“Maybe Barcelona will 
come here a little compla- 
cent or over-confident 
especially if their spies in 
the crowd on Saturday 
report back and state how 
poorly we performed. 

“However, people who 
saw us at the end of last sea- 
son and the beginning of 
this one know we are a good 


Champions 

Wednesday: 


League fixtures to be played on 


• Group A 

GaJatasaray, Turkey v Borussia Dortmund, Germany 
Sparta Prague, Czech Republic v Parma, Italy 

• Group B 

Kosice. Slovakia v Manchester United, England 
Juventus. Italy v Feyenoord, Netherlands 

• Group C 

PSV Eindhoven, Netherlands v Dynamo Kiev, Ukraine 
Newcastle. England v Barcelona, Spain 

• Group D 

Real Madrid, Spain v Rosenborg, Norway 
Olympiakos, Greece v Porto. Portugal 

• Group E 

Bayern Munich, Germany v Besiktas, Turkey 
Paris-Saint Germain. France v Gothenburg, Sweden 

• Group F 

Sporting Lisbon, Portugal v Monaco, France 
Bayer Leverkusen, Germany v Lierse. Belgium. 


team. We aim to make cer- 
tain that Wednesday sees a 
better show from us. cer- 
tainly we know what we 
have to do.” 

With midfield hard-man 
David Batty and star striker 
Faustino AspriJla certain to 
start and the slim possibility 
of Stuart Pearce returning, 
the Newcastle supporters 
have some cause for opti- 


mism. 

Lee dearly feels his 
England colleague Batty 
will be vital to their hopes. 

“No-one does the bolding 
job as good as Batts," he 
said. ‘‘If we break forward 
on Wednesday the other 
midfield players and I know 
he is not going to be run- 
ning next to us but covering 
behind us, stopping the 


opposition playing and then 
giving us the ball to play 
with. 

Asprilla. who created 
Colombia's goal last week 
which saw them qualify for 
next year’s World Cup 
finals, is the man Barcelona 
coach Louis van Gaal 
believes will be Newcastle's 
main attacking threat to his 
team's Champions’ League 
aspirations. 

Barcelona's coaching staff 
have taken a dose look at 
United both live and on 
video and they know that 
the unorthodox striker is the 
dangerman. 

John Beresford, 

Newcastle’s two-goal hero 
of the home leg of their sec- 
ond preliminary round vic- 
tory over Croatia Zagreb 
said: “This tie is our own 
European Cup Final and it 
is how we will treat «L 

“Until last Saturday we 
hadn't tasted defeat in 13 
matches, but now we must 
show we can start all over 
again by bouncing back 
with a good performance 
against Barcelona" 


Johnson 
sees 
tough 
year as 
blessing 


WACO (AFP) — Michael 
Johnson overcame an 
injury-filled season to win 
a world 400m title. Now 
the .American figures his 
struggles in 1997 will help 
his bid for gold at the 2000 
Sydney Olympics. 

“Everything happens for 
a reason." he said. 

“This season made me 
stronger. Maybe it will help 
my career. If I had run a 
full season, maybe I would 
have been burned out by 
1999 or 2000. Maybe this 
break will be good for me.” 
Johnson suffered a 

strained left thigh in a 
150m match race in 

Toronto against Canada's 
Donovan Bailey. 

Far from in top form, 
Johnson entered the world 
meet on a special invitation 
and struggled in silence 
with thigh, hip and lower 
back pain. But he won the 
world title in 44.12 sec- 
onds. 

“It was my slowest World 
Championship of the three 
but that was unimportant,'' 
Johnson said. “I just want- 
ed to win. It’s one of my 
biggest wins, in a way. 
Most races I know if I run 
as fast as I can I'm going to 
win. I didn't know that this 
time. 

“People see now that I'm 
not just good in the flow- 
ers. I can be good in the 
bushes with throns as 
well." 

Johnson has returned 
home here and will travel 
to Australia and South 
Korea for sponsor obliga- 
tions before beginning full 
rehabilitation of his left 
leg. 

Johnson plans to resume 
training in late Ocrober or 
November then decide 
about his indoor season, 
with an eye on the 400- 
metre world record of com- 
patriot Butch Reynolds. 



Baltimore Orioles’ Eric Davis swings at a pitch from Cleveland Indians 7 Brian 
Anderson at Camden Yards in his first game back since undergoing surgery for colon 
cancer. Davis went hitless in three at bats before being relieved after five innings 
(Reuters photo ) 


MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


National League 

NY Mets 
Philadelphia 
Colorado 
Pittsburgh 
Atlanta 
Cincinnati 
San Diego 
Los Angeles 


10 

1 


Philadelphia 
Ny Mets 
Florida 
Montreal 
San Francisco 
Chicago Cubs 
Houston 
St Louis 


4 1 1 0 Innings) 
4 
1 
3 

6(15 Innings) 


American League 


Baltimore 
Cleveland 
NY Yankees 
Milwaukee 
Kansas City 
Anaheim 
Detroit 
Seattle 


6 

4 
7 
II 
11 

5 

6 
7 


Cleveland 

Baltimore 

Boston 

White Sox 

Texas 

Minnesota 

Oakland 

Toronto 


5 
1 

6 
10 
9 
5 
3 
3 
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A Thimdercat inflatable boat jumps over a wave and an opponent during a New South Wales Championship race 
at Soldiers Beach on the Central Coas. Weighing only 150 kilogrammes, the fifty horsepowered boats can reach 
speeds of up to 55 knots (Reuters photo) 
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Senna 

trial 

re-starts 


LMOLA (AFP) — A trial 
into the death of Ayrton 
Senna at the 1994 San 
Marino Grand Prix re- 
opened here on Tuesday, 
with the Brazilian's steering 
column once again in the 
spotlight 

Six men face manslaugh- 
ter charges after the tragedy 
here — team owner Frank 
Williams, technical director 
Patrick Head and chief 
designer Adrian Newev, 
along with three race offi- 
cials. 

All six are expected to 
appear here next week, 
although Imola magistrate 
Antonio Costanzo will 
announce the official dates 
on Tuesday. 

State prosecutor Maurizio 
Passarini claims that 
Senna's modified steering 
column failed as the triple 
world champion took the 
Tamburello curve, sending 
his car into a concrete wall 
at high speed. 

Passarini is now expected 
to recall former Italian 
Formula One driver Michele 
A 1 hereto to the witness box 
to discuss video evidence. 

bra previous court appear- 
ace, Alboreto said he had 
not noticed Senna making 
any particular correcting 
movements of the wheel — 
moves which might have 
indicated a steering column 
failure. 

The ex-Ferrari driver 
reached that conclusion after 
watching VHS tape from the 
car's on-board camera. 
However. Passarini has 
since reportedly shown 
Alboreto a better-definition 
Betacam tape of the same 
images, supplied by the 
sport's ruling International 
Automobile Federation 
(FLA). 

After watching these pic- 
tures, Alboreto is believed to 
have revised his opinion and 
noticed Senna make a clear- 
er sideways movement at the 
wheel. 

Tuesday’s hearing in a 
council-owned ballroom is 
also expected to include 
appearances by technical 
experts from the Williams 
team. The six accused are 
expected to appear for next 
week’s sessions, which have 
been pencilled in for 
September 22, 24 and 25. 

All six deny the charges, 
the first ever to be levelled 
against a Formula One team, 
and which cany a maximum 
sentence of five years. 


75 per cent increase 
in British steroid cases 


LONDON (AFP) — The number of 
British athletes failing steroid drug tests 
has increased by 75 per cent and is now 
larger than ever, the U.K. Sports 
Council said on Tuesday. 

Michele Verroken, director of ethics 
and anti-doping at the Sports Council 
told BBC radio that the number of 
steroid cases had increased over the last 
year from 15 to 27 cases of anabolic 
steroids, although the total number of 
drug findings had remained steady. 

She said the findings showed that 
some people appeared to be using drugs 
even on the day of a competition. 

The vast majority of the findings came 
from powerlifting and weightlifting. 

If athletes felt they could take the 
drugs because of an insufficient testing 


programme, sport must look carefully at 
how it deterred people from taking 
drugs, she said. 

“If we are reducing penalties, as 
appears to be the trend, then the sports 
federations may have to ask their ath- 
letes what really will stop this misuse 
among the few” she added. 

Verroken said detection methods had 
improved and that when all Britain's 
Olympic athletes were tested before the 
Atlanta Games last year, the results 
were 100 per cent negative. 

“There are still a lot of clean athletes 
out there she added. 
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Ghana, Spain enter semis 
in Under 17 World Cup 
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PORT SAID (AP) — Spain beat Egypt 2- 
1 and title holder Ghana won 4-1 
Monday to advance to the semifinals of 
the Under 17 soccer World Cup. 

The two winners will meet in the semi- 
finals on Thursday. The other semifinal, 
also Thursday, will be between Brazil 
and Germany. 

After his team's defeat, Oman’s coach, 
Mubarak Sultan, cried foul, saying some 
of Ghana’s players “look too old." 

“Our fear was not about their skill but 
their size , build and aggressiveness.” he 
said. FIFA, the world governing body for 
soccer, had said before the tournament 
that it is satisfied no players are overage. 

Ghanaian officials aid not immediately 
respond to the Omani allegation. Ghana 
won the FIFA U-17 tournament in 1995 
and 1991 and was runner-up in 1993. 

“The real competition begins now for 
us ... We have a mission that will be 
realised, reaching the final" said 
Ghanaian coach, Emmanuel Kwasi 
Afranie. 

Egypt took the defeat in its stride, say- 
ing Spain deserved to win. 

“I am very satisfied with the perfor- 
mance ... We could have won if not for 
some individual mistakes,” said Egyptian 
coach Mohammed Aly. 

“I admire the Spanish team and I think 
they have the ability to make it to the 
final,” he said. 


57th when Salah Al-Amari headed the 
ball in after a well-crafted set of passes 
beginning with a free kick. 

Oman blew three chances to score in 
the next six minutes. 

Ghana advanced again when Owusu 
scored in the 79th minute, taking a run- 
ning pass and shooting a right kick into 
the net. 

Quaye Awule completed the rout in the 
87th with the fourth goal. 
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Spain 2, Egypt 1 



Ghana 4, Oman 1 


Disaster struck for Oman in the 25th 
during a fracas in its penalty area when 
— trying to clear a shot by Afriyie 
Owusu — Juma Nasser scored an own 
goal. 

Cheered by the gift, Michael Coffie 
took a pass from Abubakrari Yakubu in 
the 42nd mitiute and put it into the net as 
a couple of bungling defenders and the 
goalie lay sprawled on the ground. 

Oman reduced the deficit to 2-1 in the 


In Ismailiya. Spain opened its account 
in the 28th minute with an unmarked 
Seigio Gonzalez running through the 
field to beat goalkeeper Ahmad Ekramy 
and defender Hany Zakari. 

Egypt equalised three minutes later 
when Ahmad Bela] took a pass in the 
penalty area with his chesty rolled it for- 
ward and scored with an angular kick. 

But Egypt’s joy was short lived as Juan 
Camacho, taking a pass from Miguel 
Corona, shot high into the roof of the net 
in the 66th minute to seal a 2-1 victory 
for Spain over Egypt. 

A 52nd minute goal by Spain was dis- 
allowed for being offside. 

The Spanish coach. Juan Santistebaa- 
was upbeat: “I am now going to begin 
preparing for the (semi-final) maid 1 
against Ghana" 
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Val Kilmer 

A 

Elizabeth S hue., in 



CINEMA ' TEL 63-044 

PHILADELPHIA >2' 


THE SAINT 


Show s: 12:30. 3:30,6:15,8:30. 10:30 




Alyssa Milano 
& 

William Petersen.An 


FEAR 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

A a. 


CINEMA TEL 6 W 23 & 

PLAZA 


CINEMA .TT2L-677420 

jfc COyCORP 


dMMA 


A BDOUN ■ 


DON JOHNSON.. IN 


GUILTY AS SIN 


Shows: 12:30,3:30. 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD “l* 


Sandra Bullock A 
Samuel L Jackson... in 

A TIME TO KILL 

(12 JO. 3:30. 6.-00, S:30. 10:301 


BATMAN & ROBIN 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only 


A, 


GALLERIA I 




2 


ABDOUN 


John Travolta <£ Nicolas Cage 
la 


Face Off 


Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 6:30 


r 


cthma 
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ABPOIJN 


GALLERIA 2 




ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... In 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 


Shows: 10:30, 8:30. 6:30 


2 


Bialua Yanas 

TEL‘ «5J5S ; :: 


Watch out for the new play 


the government 

in THE SERVICE OF 
PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 

and Amal Dabbas 
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Graf will not return as co-No. 1 
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STAMFORD, Connecticut (AFP) — Steffi 
j/tlraf will not return to the WTA Tour as a 
^ co-No. 1 in the same manner Monica Seles 
was able to share the top spot after her 
comeback from being stabbed. 

Tour officials said no discussions have 
been made about the German receiving a 
special ranking. 

Instead, the WTA will use its “special 
ranking rule” that was written in case of 
long-term injuries such as that suffered by 
Graf, who has said she will be out through 
at least the tour championships in New 
York in November. 


Graf would be eligible to return at num- 
ber three because that was where she! was 
rated after her final event before the layoff, 
in this case the French Open. 

Graf could use her special ranking for 
entry into 11 tournaments, one of them a 
Grand Slam, should she be out until the 
Australian Open. 

While her special ranking would be used 
for acceptance into events and some seed- 
ing cases, her actual ranking in the tour top 
20 would be based on her prior showings 
over 52 weeks. 
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Aussies 
face U.S. 
in Davis 
Cup 

showdown 


WASHINGTON I .AFP) — 
Extra tension was the last 
- tiling needed in this week’s 
” Davis Cup semi-final tie 
here between Australia and 
the United States. 

Bur after Aussie Pat 
Rafter rolled over Michael 
Chang in a semi-final on 
his way to the U.S. Open 
title and a world number 
three ranking, the stage was 
set for an epic showdown 
between the legendary 
, Davis Cup foes. 

I, “This makes it a lot more 
■ interesting." Chang said. “If 
we were to win, it would 
make it a little sweeter." 

Play begins here Friday 
on the Fitzgerald Center 
hardcouns with World No. 






Micheal Chang 

1 Pete Sampras, second- 
ranked Chang and Jim 
Courier and Alex O’Brien 
pacing the hosts. 

Rafter and Mark Philip- 
poussis lead the Aussies. 
with the world’s top-rated 
doubles duo of Todd Wood- 
bridge and Mark Wood- 
forde and reserve Jason 
Stoitenberg also ready. 

The Woodies have set 
aside squabbles in the wake 
of a first-round ouster at the 
U.S. Open and are 
favourites against whatever 
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FOR RENT 


Furnished super deluxe apartment. Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 verandas, 
telephone, separate central heating and garage. 
Annual rent. 

Location: Umm Utheina, near Mecca Street 

For more information, please call 
Tel.: 5532733, between 4-7 p.m. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
1TANNAH WftSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDE QUIZ 

aKJIO CAK7 OAQ863 *A6 


Q. I - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*9 7 a 7AQ J 10 3 07 *J 6 5 2 

Partner opens the hi tiding with one 
spade. Whj: do you respond? 

A ■ You have a ’Known tjighwnrd 
fit, tan you have a perfect raise u> 
two spader. We don't like suppress- 
ing that excellent heart suit either, 
but if you respond two hearts the 
bidding could get out of control 

Q.2 • as South, vulnerable, you 


7532 TVoid C«S4 *QJ532 
Partner opens tbe bidding with one 
heart. What action do you sake? 

A ■ We don't think :t would be £air 
to let partner stew mane heart at 
103 per underthek when the oppo- 
nents might have a better fit in the 
mil thnn you do' We would stir the 
pot by boiling out u> one spade. 

Odds are pretty good you will 
improve the contract. 

Q-3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you huld 

*452 7K86 OA 7 4 3 *Q 106 

Partner opas the bidding with a 
demand bid of two spades. Who: do 
you napued? 

A - Despite a balanced hand with 
Peppers in every suit, don't era 
to three no 
on 

chances Tor 

fifea are excellent. Year Erst duty 
is to set the tramp suit. Raw to 
three spades. 

Q.4 • Both vulnerable, u South 
Jtmhul± 


The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1? P— » Pw 7 
What da yon bid now? 

A - While we like to play that a 
jump to two no trump in the balanc- 
ing position is strong. its upper 
limit is 19-20. With your hand you 
must first double, then jump in no 
trump at your next turn. 


Q.5 

hold: 


As South, vulnerable, you 


«A J 10 TAT 3 OA J 4 2 *Q92 

Partner opens the bidding with four 
spades. What onion da you Lake? 

A - Our sympathies if you elected 
to bLtst out six spades, only to 
watch in horror as the opponents 
two club tricks at the opening 
Kun. Even if partner has the ace or 
king of clubs, 12 tricks are not guar- 
anteed — the four-level vulnerable 
preempt promises eight playing 
tricks and you have three. With 
coin of the realm at stoke, we would 
pas*' 

Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, as South' 
>uu hold: 

«A10 6 3 7E5 4 OAJ9 73 *4 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade, What do you respond? 

A - That depends on your meth- 
ods. If you play that a jump raise is 
forcing, by all means bid three 
spades. ITU is a limit raise, bid two 
diamonds now then jump in spades 
at your next turn. And if you play 
splinter bids, this is a car-perfect 
hand tor a jump to four dubs. 


tandem the U.S. send forth, 
likely Sampras in an unusu- 
al doubles role with Couri- 
er. 

Combined with Rafter's 
resurgence in the U.S. 
national championship and 
the defeat of Sampras in the 
fourth round of the Open, 
U.S. players have some- 
thing to prove. 

‘‘You don't need any extra 
incentive to play in the 
Davis Cup," Sampras said. 
“You’re playing for your 
country.” 

The winner faces either 
Sweden or Italy in Novem- 
ber for the trophy. 

The Americans have a 24- 
19 record against the 
Aussies since their first 
Davis Cup meeting in 1905. 
But Australia is 15-14 in 
finals meetings and won the 
most recent duel, 4-1 in the 
1993 opening round. 

The Aussies have not won 
a Davis Cup tie in a U.S. 
venue since 1973. when 
they swept the Americans 
5-0 in the finals on carpet at 
Cleveland. 

Rafter took five days off 
after his U.S. Open triumph 
but has not lost sight of the 
Davis Cup prize. 

‘To get up for a Davis 
Cup match isn’t difficult,” 
Rafter said. 

He knows because it was 
a Davis Cup first-round vic- 
tory over France's Cedric 
Pioline that helped revive 
his season. Rafter won the 
last three sets after some 
words of wisdom from 
Davis Cup captain John 
Newcombe. 

"He had a lot of confi- 
dence in me I didn't have in 
myself,’’ Rafter said. "I was 
playing for my country and 
I felt I had so much to give. 
1 had to give more than I 
ever had for myself person- 
ally." 


dob Opportunity 

British Research firm, part of 
Mrntef International, is extending 
its worldwide team of shoppers 
& requires part-time, occasional 
help from residents of Irbid & 
Amman. The work involves 
shopping for specific commonly 
available products in local 
grocery & other stores. ADiffty ro 
communicate in English is 
essential. Please write, fax ore- 

mail lor details to: 

Emma Stocker, IIS Limited, 
18-19 Long Lane, London 
EC1 9HE, United Kingdom. 

Fax 44 (0)171 BOO 3327, email: 
estockerdminteLca.uk. 


Mexicans 
face-off 
for vacant 
title 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Mexican boxing stars Julio 
Cesar Chavez and Miguel 
Angel Gonzalez are to 
stage a showdown in Mexi- 
co City on October 25 for 
the vacant World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super- 
lightweight title, promoter 
Don |King revealed here 
Monday. 

Thej legendary Chavez, 
who reigned as the WBC 
superjlightweigbt champi- 
on from 1989-1996 suc- 
cessfully defended the title 
18 times before losing to 
Oscar De La Hoya after 
suffering a cut over his left 
eye. 

Gonzalez faced de la 
Hoya for the title in Janu- 
ary but lost a 12-round 
decision. 

Chavez, who has an 
incredible record of 100 
wins against two losses and 
one draw and who has 
stopped 83 opponents by 
knockout, will be challeng- 
ing for a world title for the 
first time since he regained 
his WBC crown from 
Frankie Randall on May 7, 
1994. 

Although some observers 
expected the 35-year-old 
Chavez to retire after his 
1 00th career victory over 
Larry La Coursiere earlier 
this year — the unanimous 
ten-round decision prompt- 
ed the former champion to 
continue his career. 

Gonzalez, who has lost 
only once in 43 fights and 
who has stopped 32 of his 
opponents, vacated his 
WBC lightweight title to 
move up in weight He is 
hoping ro keep his record 
in his hometown, which 
perfect, now standing at 
16-0. 

The undercard will fea- 
ture two unbeaten 
strawweight champions in 
a unification bout with 
Mexico's Ricardo Lopez, 
who has won 46 contests, 
making his 21st consecu- 
tive WBC title defence 
against WBA champion 
Rosendo Alvarez of 
Nicaragua. Alvarez has 
won 24 bouts and scored 
16 knockouts. 

Lopez, boxing’s longest- 
reigning champion, won 
the title in 1990 by knock- 
ing out Hidevuki Ohashi in 
Tokyo. Since then only 
three rivals have gone tbe 
distance and 10 were 
stopped before the end of 
round six. 

Alvarez, who has defend- 
ed his title in Japan, 
Nicaragua and Thailand, 
last fought in January when 
he stopped Songkram Por- 
paoin in the 1 ltb round. 

WBC middleweight 
champion Keith Holmes 
will defend his title against 
fellow American Paul 
Vaden in a fight postponed 
from June due to a hand 
injury' suffered by Holmes. 

Holmes (29-1 with 19 
knockouts) has won 22 
fights in a row, 17 by 
knockouts. Vaden (27-1 
with 14 knockouts) lost a 
1 2-round decision to Teny 
Norris in his only defence 
of the IBF junior mid- 
dleweight crown. 
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Jordan Football Association 
to impose stringent measures in 1998 

JFA cancels JD2 1,000 in fines imposed on 42 clubs 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Football Association (JFA) plans 
to take more stringent measures in the upcoming season 
hoping to cut down on the number of bookings and sus- 
pensions imposed upon players and team officials alike. 

The announcement came following the pardon granted 
by JFA President HRH Prince Abdullah Monday in cele- 
bration of Jordan’s gold medal win at the Pan-Arab Games 
in July. 

JFA vice-president Saleh Irheidat told reporters that the 
pardon was intended to “open a new page in Jordanian soc- 
cer following the national team’s history-making achieve- 


ment. 

“We now have a bigger responsibility in trying to main- 
tain the good from we displayed and in trying to maintain 
a good name for Jordanian soccer.” 

The pardon included 1 match bookings as well as sus- 
pensions. The JFA cancelled over JD 21,000 in fines bene- 
fiting 42 clubs and 90 players. 

Dr. Irsheidat said as of the 1998 season, the JFA would 
be handing a life suspension to players suspended twice for 
6 matches in 5 single season. 

Players physically attacking referees would be account- 
able to the International Football Federation FIFA 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jamaica beats Costa Rica 

r 

KINGSTON (AP) — Jamaica,! bidding to become the sec- 
ond Caribbean nation to qualify for the World Cup. beat 
visiting Costa Rica 1-0 Sunday and moved ahead of the 
United States into second plac^ in the regional finals. Deon 
Burton scored 1 1 minutes into the second half at Kingston. 
Jamaica is unbeaten in 29 consecutive home games. 
Jamaica could become the first Caribbean nation to make 
it to the tournament since Haiti in 1974. 

Brolin ponders switch 

EDINBURGH (AFP) — Leeds maverick Tomas Brolin is 
considering a surprise offer to join Scottish Premier divi- 
sion outfit Hearts on loan. The unsettled Swedish 
international met with Hearts manager Jim Jefferies on 
Monday in Edinburgh with a view to a deal. Jefferies said: 
“There’s been no agreement as yet. but we have spoken 
with Tomas about coming to Tynecastle on loan. “Whether 
he liked what he saw remains to be seen as he has now 
gone home to consider his options — at the moment it is 
just a possibility.’’ The 27-year-old Brolin, who played a 
leading role in Sweden’s run to the 1994 World Cup semi- 
finals, joined Leeds from Italian Serie A side Parma in a 
4.5 million pounds (about $7 million) move two years ago 
but has struggled to settle, spending loan periods at both 
Zurich and back at Parma. 

Valencia sack Valdano 

VALENCIA (AFP) — Spanish First Division giants Valen- 
cia have sacked their Argentine manager Jorge Valdano 
after one of their worst-ever starts to a season — they have 
yet to win and are pointless after three matches. Club pres- 
ident Francisco Roig said on Monday that the decision had 
been "backed unanimously" by the board of directors. 
Valencia lost their third match in a row at the weekend 
when they were beaten 2- 1 by Racing Santander leaving 
them second from bottom having just scored only two 
goals and conceded seven. Valdano, who coached -Real 
Madrid to the 1995 Spanish title and won the 1986 World 
Cup as a player, took over as manager at the start of last 
season when Valencia finished in tenth place. 


Chang misses Beijing event 

BELTING (AFP) — World No. 2 Michael Chang has decid- 
ed not to play in this month’s $328,000 China Open ATP 
event in Beijing, disappointing his massive China follow- 
ing. The Chinese-American is a past winner of the event, 
but has also decided against playing in an exhibition tour- 
nament in Hong Kong where he has been a past favourite. 
The China Open starts September 29 and the field is now 
dominated by former World No. 1 Jim Courier, 33rd- 
ranked Thomas Jobanssen of Sweden, 42nd-ranked Martin 
Damm of the Czech Republic and 44th-ranked Australian 
Mark Woodforde. 

Likhovtseva not playing 

TOKYO (AFP) — Sixth-seeded Elena Likhovtseva of 
Russia pulled out of the $450,000 Princess Cup women's 
tennis Tournament without hitting a ball, it was announced 
Tuesday. The 22-year-old Russian suffered a kidney infec- 
tion and is being treated by a doctor in Ibkyo. a WTA 
spokeswoman said. Japan's Haruka Inoue replaced her as 
a lucky loser, while Henrieta Nagyova of Slovakia took 
Likhovtseva’s place as a ninth seed. 

Fittipaldi out of hospital 

MIAMI (AFP) — Emerson Fittipaldi, Brazil's two-times 
Formula One and Indianapolis 500 champion, was 
released from hospital here on Monday — three days after 
surgery to repair a spinal fracture. A spokesperson for 
Jackson Memorial Hospital said Fittipaldi was able to 
walk away despite injuries suffered on September 7 when 
a small plane he was piloting crashed in Brazil. Fittipaldi. 
50, will wear a lightweight plastic brace for six months and 
must refrain from any ’high-risk or high-velocity sports' 
for a year, said Steve Olvey. a veteran Indy-car doctor. But 
he said he expected the driver to make a frill recovery. Fit- 
tipaldi. who won the world Formula One crown with Lotus 
in 1972 and McLaren in 1974 and who triumphed at the 
Indy 500 in 1989 and 1993, has not raced since a near-fatal 
crash at Brooklyn, Michigan, on July 28. 1996. 


U.S., British teams vie for land speed record 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
A British team and a U.S. 
team are competing in 
Nevada's Blackrock Desen 
to establish a land-speed 
record and be the first to 
hurtle through the sound 
barrier. 

Britain's Richard Noble 
holds the current land- 
speed record. On October 
4. 1983. he reached a 
breakneck speed of 1,019.4 
kilometres per hour aboard 
a jet-powered vehicle. 

The speed of sound in 
Black Rock Desert — ele- 
vation. 1,600 metres — is 
1,206 kilometres per hour. 

The British team is head- 
ed by Noble. 51. Craig 
Breedlove, a 60-year-old 
American, heads the U.S. 
effort. 

In the 1960s, Breedlove 
was known as the world's 
fastest man. He was the first 


to break the 640-kilomene- 
barrier. the 800-kilometre 
barrier and the 965-kilome- 
tre barrier. 

Dubbed “Thrust SCC,” 
the British vehicle is 
equipped with two Rolls 
Royce engines. Some 16.5 
meters in length and weigh- 
ing some 6.8 tonnes, it has a 
thrust of 22.680 kilosand 
consumes 18 litres per sec- 
ond. 

It can reach speeds of 100 
kilometres an hour in 2.5 
seconds and 1,000 kilome- 
tres in 16 seconds. Its 
designers say it can reach 


maximum speed of 1,400 
kilometres per hour in 30 
seconds. 

Its rival, the “Spirit of 
America" is propelled by a 
single General Electric 
Motor previously used by a 
F-4 Phantom II U.S. Navy 
fighter. 

It has a thrust of some 
10,250 kilos , measures 

13.5 metres, weighs some 
four tonnes and consumes 

23.6 liters per kilometre. 
Unlike Thrust SCC, Spirit 

of America has had to over- 
come mechanical and 


financial glitches. 

On September 8, a for- 
eign object penetrated the 
motor and forced the team 
to ship the vehicle back to 
California for repairs. Last 
Friday, the team said it was 
suspending its efforts for 
lack of money. 

On Monday, however, 
Spirit of America was back 
in Black Rock Desert 
Cherie Danson. spokes- 
woman for the U.S. effort 
said it could blast into the 
record books as early as 
this week. 


CAR FOR SALE 

FORD MUSTANG (1966), 
RED, WITH CD, A/C, 
GOOD CONDITION. 

TEL.: 644641 



QUALIFIED NATIVE ENGLISH TEACHER 

TO TEACH ADVANCED SPOKEN AND 
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO ADULTS. 
PLEASE CONTACT HUDA MAWAJDEH 
TEL 607578 FROM 09:00 TO 17:30 hr. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1993 VOLVO 440GL, EXCELLENT CONDITION 

Diplomatic Car, duty not paid. Manual, veiy reliable. 
JD7.000 or near offer. Please contact: 1. Lisa | 
Mackey or 2. Stephen Hewitt. 

Tel.: 673246 until 3 p.m. 

Sun -Thu/5537656 (ah) or 079/21007 


Cafe* Restaurant 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, large 
reception area, telephone, central heatinq 
Location: 4th Circle. 

For more information, please Call 671317 
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SAY.. 
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t- ' • .... 
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EUROPEAN BUSINESS ADVISOR 


Applications are invited for management position 
based in Amman. The position involves leading a 
team to provide consultancy services to growing 

Jordanian companies. Requirements for candidates 
are as follows: 

• European passport bolder. 

• Advanced degree. 

• Age 35 -55. 

■ Experience in project management and team 
leadership. 

■ Track record in company management and in 
upgrading of companies' performance 
(European experience a big advantage). 

• Excellent English ( Arabic a big advantage). 

Competitive salary. 


Please send detailed resume before end September 1097 to 
The Recruitment Officer 
P.O&ar 183328 

Amman 11118 Jordan 
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TUrkish, IrUqi officials discuss 
Ankara’s relations with Israel 


Demirel tries to assure Egypt over war games 


BAGHDAD f AJFP) — A 
senior Turkish official and 
Iraqi leaders discussed 
Ankara's military cooperation 
with Israel, which has stirred 
protests in the Arab World, 
official newspapers said 
Tuesday. 

They said the talks with 
Onur Oymen, undersecretary 
at the foreign ministry, also 
covered Turkey’s relations 
with the Arab Worid and 
security along the Turkish- 
Iraqi border. 

During his two-day visit, 
which ended on Tuesday. Mr. 
Oymen met Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz, Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said 
Sahhaf and Ezzat Ibrahim, 
vice president of the decision- 
making Revolutionary 

Command Council. 

As part of efforts to dampen 


Arab criticism of its links 
with Israel, Turkey’s 
President Suleyman Demirel 
held talks the same day with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Mr. Mubarak said he 
received assurances that 
Turkey’s joint naval manoeu- 
vres with Israel would be lim- 
ited to search-and-rescue 
operations. 

"At the beginning the exer- 
cises were suspicious,” Mr. 
Mubarak told a joint news 
conference in the northern 
Egyptian city of Alexandria 
after calks with Mr. Demirel. 

"All the Arabs were con- 
cerned but President Demirel 
has reassured me that drey 
will be limited to search and 
rescue.” Mr. Mubarak said. 

The Turkish president 
stressed that the manoeuvres 


in the eastern Mediterranean 
were “not against third coun- 
tries.” 


“Our relations with Israel 
are not against third countries. 
No one should have any sus- 
picions. Turkey is a peaceful 
country and we have no prob- 
lems with Arab countries to 
settle using force,” Mn 
Demirel said 

In Baghdad, Mr. Oymen 
delivered a verbal message 
for President Saddam 
Hussein from Mn Demirel 
reaffirming Ankara’s support 
for “Iraq’s independence and 
territorial integrity,” Iraq 
News Agency repoited- 

Mr. Oymen said his talks 
with Iraqi officials were 
“fruitful” and added that the 
number of staff at the Turkish 
embassy in Baghdad was to 
be increased 


Iran, Arab neighbours want to 
restore trust in bid to renew ties 


DUBAI (R) — Iran and its 
Gulf Arab neighbours want 
to move towards restoring 
trust in the often tense 
region, ministers from both 
sides of the strategic water- 
way said. 

In separate remarks made 
on the same day, the for- 
eign ministers of Iran and 
the six states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCCj spoke of a possible 
new phase in relations 
between states which con- 
trol over 60 per cent of the 
world’s oil reserves. 

The GCC ministers said 
Monday after talks in Saudi 
Arabia they were encour- 
aged by ’'positive” state- 
ments by Iran’s new mod- 
erate President Mohammad 
Khatami “directing his 
government to open a new 
page in relations with the 
GCC countries.” 

“The council... expressed 
hope that the coming phase 
will witness a positive and 
practical development in 
relations between the coun- 
cil members and Iran to 
build trust and consolidate 
relations based on a solid 
basis to achieve security 
and stability in the region.” 
said a GCC statement 

The statement by Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait Qatar, 
Oman, Bahrain and the 


United Arab Emirates 
(UAEj appeared to strike a 
conciliatory note by avoid- 
ing the usual Arab concerns 
over Iran's armament pro- 
gramme and its alleged 
interference in GCC inter- 
nal affairs. 

Iran has repeatedly 
denied the charges, made in 
almost every statement 
issued at a GCC meeting 
over the last few years. 

In spite of the softer tone, 
the latest statement reiter- 
ated warnings to the 
Islamic Republic dipt it had 
to end what the GCC called 
its occupation of three Gulf 
islands claimed by both 
ban and die UAE. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Kamal Khanazi told 
reporters in Tehran hours 
before the GCC statement 
that mending relations with 
the Arab states was a prior- 
ity for Iran's new govern- 
ment. 

He said he was planning 
to visit the Gulf states “at 
the earliest convenient 
time.” 

"... Iranian officials are 
determined to build under- 
standing with the said 
states,” the official news 
agency IRNA quoted Mr. 
Kbarrazi as saying. “We 
hopejhat we will achieve 
more understanding with 


them.” 

He said the dispute over 
the islands could be settled 
in an atmosphere of mutual 
confidence and understand- 


Hopes for better relations 
between non-Arab Iran and 
the GCC have risen since 
Kha tami ’s election in May 
and official Iranian com- 
ments on the desire for 
building trust in the region. 

Mr. Khatami has sig- 
nalled a new era in 
Tehran’s attitude to foreign 
relations, calling for an 
“acijve and fresh pres- 
ence.” 

Iran . had repeatedly 
charged that its main foe, 
the United States, was 
deliberately misrepresent- 
ing Iran to its neighbours as 
an excuse to sell them arms 
and justify its military 
presence in the region. 

The United States 
charges Iran with support- 
ing international terrorism 
and posing a threat to the 
security of the region. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told the 
GCC ministers at a meeting 
in Saudi Arabia Sunday 
that Mr. Khatami's election 
was a “possibly hopeful” 
development, but that it 
was unclear if this would 
lead to changes in Iran. 


a 

Albright wins Arab friends 
on Middle East tour for now 


BEIRUT (R) — A debut 
Middle East trip by U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright that many thought 
would be an Arab-bashing 
tour focusing on the evils of 
terrorism has ended up win- 
ning her new friends in the 
Arab World — for now. 

Ms. Albright embarked on 
her six -country swing in the 
shadow of two bombings that 
killed a total of 20 Israelis in 
Jerusalem and were widely 
blamed on Hamas, a militant 
group opposing the peace 
process with Israel. 

The clear message she 
received from Israel and its 
backers in the U.S. Congress 
was that her trip should focus 
on forcing Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
’his Arab allies to crack down 
on the militants, leaving 
peace process issues aside. 

Ms. Albright duly ham- 
mered away at the terrorism 
theme in Israel the West 
Bank and the Arab states she 
visited — ■ Syria. Egypt Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan and Lebanon. 

And yet, by the time her 
tour ended Monday, Arab 
leaders were falling over 
themselves to pay her compli- 
ments. 

“Something fresh in the 
air,” said His Majesty King 
Hussein. “Brave and frank,” 
declared Crown Prince 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia. 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak reportedly told her 
the whole area was looking at 
her “in a completely new 
light-” 

Gallantry towards 

America's first woman secre- 
tary of state, or were they 
genuinely impressed, as they 
said, with her forthright style? 
The plaudits were all the 


more remarkable given the 
hostile reviews that Ms. 
Albright has received during 
her eight months in office 
from an Arab press that has 
portrayed ho- as a one-sided 
partisan of Israel 

The Arab media, largely 
government-controlled or 
influenced, saw their fears 
confirmed when Ms. Albright 
weighed in on her arrival in 
Jerusalem last Wednesday 
with a paean of praise for 
Israel and strong reaffirma- 
tion.of U.S. support 

“No country has demon- 
strated a stronger will than 
Israel to deny to oppressors 
and murderers the victories 
they seek,” she said in a 
speech that mentioned 
Zionism founder Theodore 
Herzl. 

She also insisted that guer- 
rilla bombings were atrocities 
in a class of their own, brush- 
ing aside suggestions by 
Palestinians she met that mid- 
night arrests, land confisca- 
tions and house demolitions 
earned out by Israel were 
“terrorism” of another kind. 

And yet, two days after her 
arrival Ms. Albright dropped 
a bombshell in a speech to 
Israeli students by calling on 
Israel to declare a “time-out” 
in its policy of expanding 
Jewish settlements, saying it 
was provocative to the 
Palestinians. 

Israel, startled by a demand 
that the U.S. has not voiced 
publicly for years despite its 
known opposition to the set- 
tlements, said it could not 
possibly impose a freeze. 

Arab diplomats said their 
governments had been 
impressed not only by Ms. 
Albrights comments on set- 
tlements but also by her pub- 


lic reaffirmation of policies 
that the U.S. has soft-pedalled 
in recent times. 

These include the principle 
of land-for- peace, which 
Washington stopped talking 
about as soon as Israel’s new 
Likud government dropped 
the phrase last year, and com- 
mitment to U.N. resolutions 
that call for return of Israeli- 
occupied land. 

Ms. Albright’s visit has 
already reaped some rewards 
that even she has described as 
modest Israel has welcomed 


an improvement in security 
cooperation from the 
Palestinians and has handed 
over some tax and customs 
revenues it had owed them. 

In addition, senior Israeli . 
and Palestinian officials will 
meet in Washington next 
week to discuss ways of 
reviving their peace talks, 
which broke down last 
March. 

How long Ms. Albright’s 
honeymoon with the Arab 
states will last depends in part 
on how her new-found inter- 
est in tackling the Middle 
East impasse survives amid 
the difficult political climate 
in Washington and the gener- 
al press of world events. 

lI What is important now is 
the kind of recommendation 
she will submit to President 
[Bill] Clinton and what will 
be the next steps,” Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erekat said in 
Amman. 

Among other things, Ms. 
Albright will have to confront 
a U.S. Congress that strongly 
supports Israel and is scepti- 
cal of Palestinian commit- 
ment to Israel’s 
security. Winning friends in 
Cairo or Riyadh may not cut 
much ice on Capitol Hill. 



SELLING LIKE HOT CAKES: Two girls take advantage of final day s 
count Tuesday on the start of the Mid-Autumn Festival. Chinese offer 


sales to buy mooncakes at a dis- 


the rich cakes in fancy pack 
friends and relatives or light 


as gifts and at night eat the cakes and watch the full harvest moon with friends and relatives 
orative lanterns to celebrate the festival (AFP photo) 


Doctor says Princess Diana’s 


bodyguard now able to talk 


PARIS (AP) — Bodyguard 
Trevor Rees-Jones, the lone 
survivor of the car crash 
that killed Princess Diana, 
is conscious and can talk, a 
doctor said Tuesday. 

Mr. Rees-Jones, whose 
testimony is considered 
vital to the investigation of 
the crash, has been taken 
off artificial respiration and 
is expected to be self-suffi- 
cient within the coming 
days, said Pierre Coriat, 
chief of anaesthesiology at 
the Pitie-Salpetriere hospi- 
tal where Mr. Rees-Jones 
has been recovering. 

“The condition of Mr. 
Trevor Rees-Jones has 
noticeably improved. He 
was able to be taken off 
artificial respiration and the 
infection of his lung 
[injury] is under control” 
Dr. Coriat said. 

“He is perfectly conscious 


and can communicate well, 
though tires quickly,” Dr. 
Coriat said in a statement. 

Mr. Rees-Jones, 29, was 
badly injured in the Aug. 31 
crash that killed Princess 
Diana, her companion Dodi 
Fayed and driver Henri 
Paul He is believed to be 
the only one who was wear- 
ing a seat belt. 

Dr. Coriat did not say 
whether Mr. Rees-Jones 
had spoken yet about the 
crash. 

It also was unclear 
whether he has learned that 
Diana, Fayed and Paul died 
in the crash, just when 
investigators would ques- 
tion him and how much 
longer he would have to 
remain in hospital. 

Mr. Rees-Jones. a body- 
guard employed by the 
Fayed family, has been 
recuperating since undergo- 


ing extensive facial recon- 
struction surgery following 
the crash. 

Except for doctors, only 
his wife and parents have 
been allowed at his bedside, 
and a phalanx of police 
have guarded his door. 

Investigators hope Mr. 
Rees-Jones can shed light 
on major questions in the 
inquiry, including the role 
of photographers trailing 
Diana, the speed the car 
was travelling and the con- 
dition of Paid, whose tests 
show was legally drunk at 
the time of the accident. 

Police reportedly have 
expressed concern that the 
shock of the accident and 
large doses of anaesthesia 
used during surgery could 
hinder Mr. Rees-Jones’ 
ability to remember the cir- 
cumstances of the crash. 

A third blood test, con- 


ducted a week and half ago 
to confirm two earlier tests, 
showed Paul had an alco- 
hol-level more than three 
times the legal limit at the 
time of the wreck. He also 
had taken the anti-depres- 
sant prozac and tiapride, 
which is used to prevent 
aggression, and treat abnor- 
mal movements and alco- 
holism. 

The speed of the car also 
has been an important focus 
of the investigation. 
Various reports have said 
the Mercedes was travelling 
up to nearly 200 kilometres 
per hour. 

Nine photographers and a 
motorcycle courier are 
under formal investigation 
for manslaughter and fail- 
ure to help people in dan- 
ger. They haven’t been for- 
mally charged. 


Israeli filmin g 
of Harrison 
Ford movie 
scrapped on 
security fears 
— report 


Guard who saved Nazi records 
demands Switzerland’s apology 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
producers have scrapped 
plans to film pan of a 
movie starring Harrison 
Ford in Israel after insur- 
ance companies refused to 
provide coverage due to 
security fears, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported 

Tuesday. 

About S3 million were 
budgeted for Israeli scenes 
of the $85 million film. 
"The Age of Aquarius,” the 
newspaper said. 

The film is being pro- 
duced by Branco Lustig, 
who also produced Stephen 
Spielberg's Holocaust tale 
Schindler's List, and is 
directed by Phil Robinson. 

Insurers refused to pro- 
vide coverage for filming 
inside Israel due to the 
worsening security situa- 
tion linked to the break- 
down of Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks, it said, quoting 
Israelis involved in the pro- 
ject. 

Zvi Spielmari, director of 
the Israeli film production 
company which was to 
have coordinated local 
filmin g for The Age of 
Aquarius, said numerous 
international film projects 
had been cancelled in 
recent years since the 
Israeli government stopped 
providing subsidised insur- 
ance against “damage from 
war.” 

“Without this insurance it 
is difficult to convince for- 
eigners that Israel is a fairly 
safe place,” he told the 
Haaretz. 

News of the decision not 
to bring Ford and his team 
to Israel came after two 
bombings in Jerusalem on 
July 30 and September 4. 


TEL AVTV (R) — A Swiss 
security guard who saved 
Nazi -era records from a bank 
shredder demanded on 
Tuesday that Switzerland 
apologise after threats of 
death and kidnapping forced 
him and his family to flee to 
the U.S. 

Christoph MeiJi, 29. blew 
the whistle on Switzerland’s 
biggest bank in January. He 
spoke in Jerusalem where a 
toys’ school honoured him 
and where he hoped to find 
Jewish Holocaust survivors 
who might benefit from the 
records he uncovered. 

“I need from Switzerland 
an apology. I want an apolo- 
gy from the government and 
this has not come,” Mr. Meili 
told a news conference. He 
said he hoped someday to 
return home. 

The Zurich district prose- 
cutor expects to decide by 
October whether to charge 
Mr. Meili for breaking bank 
secrecy laws or to let him off 
for the incident at the Union 
Bank of Switzerland (UBS). 

Mr. Meili, a Christian, lost 
his job as a night watchman 
at the bank for smuggling out 
documents to Jewish leaders 
in Zurich that he found about 
to be shredded 

“In all the worid I am a 
hero. In Switzerland, no. The 
people say. ‘why have you 
stolen the documents? Why 
have you broken die bank 
secrecy law?’ The people do 
not ask in Switzerland: ‘what 


is this? What's going on 
now?’" Mr. Meili said 

His discovery damaged the 
banks’ efforts to battle criti- 
cism from worid Jewish 
groups that they were with- 
holding assets left by victims 
of die Nazi Holocaust which 
killed six million Jews during 
Worid Warfl. 

Mr. Meili, his wife and nvo 
children fled in April, settling 
in New York. The U.S. 
Congress called him a hero. 
President Bill Clinton 
approved permanent U.S. 
Residency in July. Mr. Meili 
is getting help from donors 
but hopes to get a job soon. 

Mr. Meili told the news 
conference he fled 
Switzerland when people 
accused him of spying for 
Israel's Mossad and threat- 
ened to kidnap his children 
and to kill him and his fami- 
ly- 

“People began to ask me, 
‘you are a spy? You work for 
the Mossad?' Jewish people 
pay for you?' and I received 
more and more death-threat 
letters. I received letters that 
people will kill my kids.” he 
said 

Switzerland's banks have 
faced accusations they are 
covering up a wartime role 
nurturing Nazi economic 
dependency and hoarding 
huge wealth of Holocaust 
victims. 

Edward Fagan, an attorney 
for holocaust survivors in a 
suit against the Swiss banks. 


told reporters: “The banks are 
afraid of Christoph Meili. 

“He found the proof, the 
inter-connection between the 
Nazis’ bankers and the 
Jewish money,” be said. 

Swiss President Arnold 
Roller said in July there was 
no reason to apologise to Mr. 
Meili. UBS called the shred- 
ding a regrettable mistake 
made by its chief archivist. 

Three weeks before the 
bank incident, Switzerland 
■ enacted a law making it ille- 
gal to destroy documents 
related to an investigation 
into bank dealings with the 
Nazis and Jewish assets from 
the Holocaust. 

Mr. Meili said he rescued 
the documents out of anger. 

“1 was thinking the sur- 
vivors have a right to see 
these documents." he said. 
“All the shredding just made 
me very angry.” 

While in Israel Mr. Meili 
vowed to visit the Mount 
■ Zion grave of German busi- 
' ness man Oskar Schindler, the 
hero of Steven Spielberg's 
movie “Schindler’s List” 
who saved 1,200 Jewish fac- 
tory workers from death at 
the hands of the Nazis. 

‘“Schindler’s List’ inspired 
me. I saw his movie before l 
found the documents in the 
UBS Swiss hank. I also — 
when I had these documents 
in my hand — had a feeling 
that something is wrong and I 
must do something, I must 
save these documents." 


Spanish MP elected head of IPU 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) on Tuesday elected 
Spanish Deputy Miguel 
Angel Martinez as its new 
president for the next three 
years at a meeting in Cairo. 

Mr. Martinez, 57, 
received 127 votes against 
S8 obtained by rival candi- 
date Pumo Agitok Sangma 


of ftidia while Eduardo 
Menem of Argentina with, 
drew from the race. 

Mr. Martinez will replace 
the speaker of Egypt’s 
People’s Assembly Ahmad 
Fathi Sruor who chaired the 
98th session of the IPU. 

The six-day session of the 
IPU also rejected a demand 
by Arab countries to grant 


membership to the 
Palestinian National 

Council (PNC), a parlia- 
raent-in-exile. The PNC 
holds observer status. 

The committee asked to 
examine the requested 
argued that the PNC had 
failed to meet all the condi- 
tions needed for full mem- 
bership, Mr. Sruor said. 




Dancing dolls kick 
up storm in Iran 


Music, politics and 
edipsefor Hong Kong’s 
Mid-AntnmnFestival 


Eurogreens 
want Algerian to get 
human rights prize 


In Miami, filmin g 
begins on Versace 
murder movie 


MIAMI (AFP) — Filming 
is under way bn the first 
movie about the brutal 
slaying of Italian designer 
Gianni Versace just two 
months after the crime. 
Directed by Menahem 
Golan, with Stephen Bauer 
playing a FBI agent, Shane 
Perdue as gay hustler 
Andrew Cunanan and 
Franco Nero portraying 
Versace, the low-budget 
film is expected to be out 
around Christmas. Late 
Monday, traffic was 
blocked on ever-bustling 
Las Olas boulevard in Fort 
Lauderdale, just north of 
Miami, as film crews took 
positions and began the 
shoot of “The Versace 
Murder.” 


Douglas, Irons, 
Moreau star at 
San Sebastian 
film festival 
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TEHRAN (AFP) _ 
Scantily-clad dancing dolls 
that perform a steamy 
South American dance rou- 
tine climaxing in a passion- 
ate embrace have waltzed 
their way into Iranis, 
shops, the press here 
reported Tuesday. The 
mechanical and musical 
dolls, a Latino man and 
woman entwined together; 
perform the popular 
Lambada dance, said the 
press, which described the 
toys as “depraved." Papers 
described the dolls as 
“half-naked," which in 
deeply conservative and 
religious Iran is usually 
used to refer to wonaeH 
who do not cover their 
heads with a scarf or wear 
the full-length shador. Hie 
dolls are manufactured in 
Azerbaijan and are smug- 
gled into Iran to be sold for 
$3. 
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HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Chinese orchestras, dance 
troupes and Democrats 
fought for the attention of 
the Hong Kong public on 
Wednesday night as thou- 
sands of people packed 
parks to celebrate the Mid- 
Autumn Festival. The tra- 
ditional celebrations were 
Hong Kong’s first under 
Chinese rule since the terri- 
tory was returned by 
Britain on July 1. It also 
fell on the night of the last 
eclipse of the moon in Asia 
this century. 
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STRASBOURG (AFP; — 
Greens in the European 
Parliament said Tuesday 
they wanted a top human 
rights prize to be awarded 
to the female editor of an 
Algerian daily newspaper, 
Salima Ghezali. They said 
Ghezali. who edits the 
independent La Nation, 
symbolised “someone who 
seeks a peaceful solution 
for her country without 
mincing their words.” 
Ghezali is the only woman 
in the Arab World in charge 
of a daily newspaper and 
has long campaigned for 
human rights, female 
emancipation and freedom 
of expression, they said. 
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SAN SEBASTIAN (A0 
— Michael Dougin 
Jeremy Irons aud-Je*®J 
Moreau will be the stars*?* 
the San Sebastian &D-** 
rival opening TlwjKg 
when 15 films compete 
the top award. IXiugjig-. 
star of David FHk|P 
“The Game” whmHE 
the festival is 
the Prix DonosriajSlgg 
career in cmema^|j^ 
has included hits 
“Wall Street” and*jg!f i 
Instinct.” I 




